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Preface 


The aim of the Text Books of Religion is twofold. First, to 
provide the common material for religious instruction. Second, 
to present that material in a graduated form. The Text Books 
presuppose nc particular method of teaching. They merely supply 
the working tools that all teachers must use. 

Prayers, Hymns, Catechism, Doctrinal Formulae and Explana- 
tions, Holy Scripture, Church History, the Lives and Examples of 
the Saints, the Divine Liturgy and sacred Art, Pious Exercises, 
Popular Devotions, and the like, are the historical means by 
which the Catholic Religion has been inculcated. The proportion 
in which these elements have been combined and accentuated 
has differed according to the necessities of the times, the changes 
in taste, the skill of the teacher and the opportunity of the indi- 
vidual. But they have been in every century and must be in 
every system the great staples of spiritual nourishment by which 
the soul grows into the measure of the age of the fulness of Christ. 

The necessity of grading religious instruction is evident to 
every teacher. The method employed in the Text Books of Re 
ligion is the fruit of now over fourteen years experience. To 
those who use the series for the first time, the amount of matter 
in the higher books may seem excessive; but children who have 
gone through the earlier books find very little difficulty in mas- 
tering it. For that reason no hard and fast rule can be laid down 
for placing the books in the school grades. Local conditions and 
necessities must be considered to arrive at the best results. The 
plan on which the series is constructed and suggestions as to the 
use of the books are set forth at length in the “Guide to the Text 


Books of Religion.” 
Oakland, Cal., Assumption Day. 1908. 
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Lesson I. 


The Sign of the Cross. We begin our prayers by mak- 
ing the sign of the cross. We make the sign of the cross 
by putting the right hand to the forehead, then on the 
breast, and then to the left and right shoulders, saying: 
“In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. Amen.’’ By this sign we profess ourselves 
Christians. that is to say, followers of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died upon the eross. It reminds us that we 
are in this world to do God’s will, in order that we may 
_ be happy with Him forever in heaven. We make it at the 
beginning of all our actions, because all our actions should 
lead us to God. We have been made by God and placed 
in this world for one great purpose, namely, to know Him, 
to love Him, and to serve Him here, all the days of our 
life, and to be happy with Him forever hereafter. 

The End of Man. God is the Maker of heaven and 
earth and sea, and of all things that in them are. He 
made us to His own image and likeness. It is His will 
that we should live on earth for a time, and then, if we 
shall be found faithful, we shall live in heaven. We are 
made up of two parts, a body, which is taken from the 
earth, and a soul, in which chiefly dwells the image and 
likeness of God. The body will one day be separated 
from the soul, and the dust shall return to the dust. But 
the soul is like to God and will never die. Therefore, what 
doth it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose 
his soul? 

.The Church of Christ. The most important business we 
have in this world is to save our sonls. God has told us 
how we are to set about that business. In the sign of 
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the cross we profess our belief in the Blessed Trinity. By 
fhe Blessed Trinity we mean that in one only God there 
are three Divine Persons, reaily distinct and equal in all 
things, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. The 
cross reminds us that the second Person came down from 
heaven and was made man in the womb of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. He was born into this world to save the 
world from sin. He saved the world by dying upon the 
eross. His name was ealled Jesus, which means ‘‘Sa- 
viour,’’ and we eall Mary the Mother of God, because He 
is God and she is His mother. While He lived on earth, 
He told men what they should do in order to save their 
souls. Before He went back to heaven, He founded a 
Church to teach all men what they should believe and do. 
That Church is called the Catholic Church. It is from the 
Catholic Church we learn how to save our souls. 

Faith, Hope, and Charity. ‘There are three great duties 
we owe to God. We must believe in Him. We must hope 
in Him. We must love Him above all things. We believe 
in God because He is all true. We hope in God because 
He always keeps His promises. We love God because He 
is all good. Our Lord said: ‘‘Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind. And thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself.’’ When we believe in God, we have the virtue 
of faith. When we hope in God, we have the virtue of 
hope. When we love God, we have the virtue of charity. 
Without faith, hope and charity we cannot save our 
souls. That is why we say we must worship God by faith, 
hope and charity. We should often make the acts of faith, 
hope and charity, and we should try to keep these virtues 
alive in our souls. 
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Hymn of St. Francis Xavier. 


My God, I de not love Thee for 
The gain that may be mine, 
Nor that because not loving Thee 

I may forever pine. 


For I do love Thee and will love, 
Thy praises will I sing 

Only because Thou art my Lord— 
My sovereign Lord and King. 


My Jesus, Theu for me didst hang 
Upon the shameful tree, 

For me didst bear the nail and spear 
And nameless infamy. 


And with Thy lips didst taste the gall— 
E’en death didst undergo— 

All this for one who knew Thee not, 
Or was Thy bitter foe. 


Think not, O Blessed Lord, that I 
My love of Thee now tell 

For hope of heaven or through the fear 
Of an eternal hell, 


Or aught that earth can ever give, 
Or creatures can afford, 

But for the love of God which is 
In Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Catechism 1. 


Who made the world? 

God made the world. 

Who is God? 

. God is our Father. He is the Creator of heaven 
and earth, and of all things. 

Q. What is man? 

A. Man is a creature composed of body and soul, and 
made to the image and likeness of God. 

Q. Is this likeness in the body or in the soul? 

A. ‘This likeness is chiefly in the soul. 

Q. How is the soul like to God? 

A. The soul is like God because it is a spirit that will 
never die, and has understanding and free will. 

Q. Why did God make you? 

A. God made me to know Him, to love Him, and to 
serve Him in this world, and to be happy with Him for- 
ever in the next. 

Q. Of which must we take more care, our soul or our 
body? 

A. We must take more care of our soul than of our 
body. 

Q. Why must we take more care of our soul than of 
our body? 

A. We must take more care of our soul than of our 
body, because in losing our soul we lose God and ever- 
lasting happiness. 

Q. What must we do to save our souls? 

A. To save our souls we must worship God by faith, 
hope, and charity; that is, we must believe in Him, hope 
in Him, and love Him with all our heart. 
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Q. What do you call those graces or gifts of God by 
which we believe in Him, hope in Him, and love Him? 

A. Those graces or gifts of God by which we believe 
in Him, and hope in Him, and love Him, are called the 
Divine virtues of Faith, Hope, and Charity. 

Q. What is Faith? 

A. Faith is a Divine virtue by which we firmly be- 
lieve the truths which God has revealed. 

Q. What is Hope? 

A. Hope is a Divine virtue by which we firmly trust 
that God will give us eternal life and the means to 
obtain it. 

Q. What is Charity? 

A. Charity is a Divine virtue by which we love God 
above all things for His own sake, and our neighbor as 
ourselves for the love of God. 

Q. How shall we know the things which we are to 
believe? 

A. We shall know the things which we are to believe 
from the Catholic Church, through which God speaks to 
us. 

Q. Where shall we find the chief truths which the 
Church teaches? 

A. We shall find the chief truths which the Church 
teaches in the Apostles’ Creed. 

Q. Why is this Creed called the Apostles’ Creed? 

A. This Creed is called the Apostles’ Creed because it 
contains the chief truths the Apostles taught. 

Q. How is the Apostles’ Creed divided? 

A. ‘The Apostles’ Creed is divided into twelve parts or 
articles. 
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The Sign of the Cross. 


In the Name of the renee and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen. 


The Lord’s Prayer. 


Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name ; 
Thy kingdom come ; 
Thy will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day 
Our daily bread ; 
And forgive us our trespasses 
As we forgive those who trespass against us : 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. Amen. 


The Angel’s Greeting. 


Hail Mary, full of grace ! 

The Lord is with thee : 

Blessed art thou amongst women, 

And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, 
Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

Pray for us sinners, 

Now and at the hour of our death. 
Amen. 


The Gloria Patri. 


Glory wz to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 
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Lesson 2. 


The Supreme Spirit. God is a spirit. He has no body. 
When we speak of God’s eyes, we do not. mean that He 
has bodily eyes like ours. We mean that He sees us and 
watches over us. When we speak of God’s hands, we do 
not mean that He has bodily hands that may be felt. We 
mean that He can do all things, and that He takes care of 
us. When we speak of God’s ears, we do not mean that 
He has bodily ears. We mean that He hears all we say, 
and that He listens to our prayers. God is the Supreme 
Spirit. Supreme means highest or above all. There is no 
being above God, and there is no being as high as God. 
He has no equal. That is the reason why there is only 
one God. 

God is Infinite. Not only has God no equal, but, He has 
no limits of any kind. Not only is He the greatest Being, 
but there is no end to His greatness. Every other thing 
that exists, is limited in some way. God alone is without 
limits or bounds. That is what we mean when we say God 
is infinite. 

The Eternity of God. Time can put no limits on God. 
He always was and always will be. He had no beginning, 
and He will have no end. He existed before there was 
any time; He will exist when time shall be no more. He 
in the beginning made the heavens, and the earth is the 
work of His hands. They all shall perish, but God will 
remain, and His years shall not fail. That is what we 
mean when we say God is eternal or everlasting.  ° 

God is Everywhere. Space can put no limits on God. 
There is no place in the world or out of the world where 
God is not. Everything that exists is before His eyes. 
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The sun, moon and stars, the earth, sea and sky, are 
always in His presence. He watches over every man in 
the world. and there is nothing that can escape His hands. 
When we speak of God as being in heaven, we mean that 
it is in heaven He shows Himself to the angels and saints, 
and that it is in heaven we too shall see His glory if we 
keep His commandments. 

God Knows Everything. God has no limits to His 
knowledge. He made the world, and He knows everything 
that is in the world. He made us, and there is nothing 
that we can do, say or think, that He does not know as 
soon as we know it ourselves. 

God’s Providence. There is no limit to God’s goodness. 
He loves us as a father loves his children, and He is con- 
tinually taking care of us. He guards us as the apple of 
His eye, and He protects us under the shadow of His 
wings. We call God’s care for us Divine Providence. He 
wishes us to look to Him, and to ask of Him whatever we 
need. 

The Omnipotence of God. There is no limit to God’s 
power. He can do éii things. That is why we call Him 
the Almighty. Omnipotence means the power of doing 
all things. Omnipotent is the same as Almighty. 

God is All Just, All Holy, All Merciful. There are no 
limits to God’s justice. He will deal with every man ac- 
cording to his works. There are no limits to God’s holi- 
ness. There are no limits to God’s glory. That is why 
we say: ‘‘Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of Hosts. The 
heavens and the earth are filled with Thy glory.’’ There 
are no limits to God’s mercy. As high as the heavens are 
above the earth, so are God’s mercies to them that fear 
Him and keep His commandments. 
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The Apostles’ Creed. 


I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth; 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord ; 

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified; died, and was 
buried. 

He descended into hell: the third day He arose again from the 
dead : 

He ascended into heaven, sitteth at the right hand of God, the 
Father Almighty ; 

From thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I belicve in the Holy Ghost, 

The Holy Catholic Church, the communion of Saints, 

The forgiveness of sins, 

The resurrection of the body, 

And the life everlasting. Amen. 


The Confiteor. 


I confess to Almighty God, to blessed Mary, ever Virgin, to 
blessed Michael the Archangel, to blessed John the Baptist, te the 
holy Apostles Peter and Paul, and to all the Saints, that I have 
sinned exceedingly in thought, word and deed, through my fault, 
through my fault, through my most grievous fault. Therefore, I 
beseech blessed Mary, ever Virgin, blessed Michael the Arch- 
angel, blessed John the Baptist, the holy Apostles Peter and Paul, 
and all the Saints, to pray to the Lord our God for me. 

May the Almighty God have mercy on me, and forgive me my 
sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

May the Almighty and merciful Lord, grant me pardon, absolu- 
tion, and remission of all my sins. Amen. 
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Catechism II. 


Is God a spirit? 

God is a spirit. 

Is God the Supreme Spirit? 

God is the Supreme Spirit. 

What do you mean by saying that God is the Su. 
pene Spirit? 

A. By saying that God is the Supreme Spirit I mean 
that God is the greatest of all beings and can have no 
equal. 

Q. Is there then but one God? 

A. Yes; there is but one God. 

Q. Does God exist of Himself? 

A. God alone exists of Himself, and all other beings 
were made by Him. 

Q. Is God infinite in His perfections? 

A. God is infinite in His perfections. 

Q. What do you mean by saying that God is infinite 
in His perfections? 

A. By saying that God is infinite in His perfections I 
mean that God’s power and goodness can have no end. 

Q. Had God a beginning? 

A. God had no beginning; He always was and He 
always will be. 

Q. Where is God? 

A. God is everywhere. 

Q. Has God a body? 


A. God has not a body and cannot be seen with bodily 


OPoreo 


Q. Does God see us? 
A. God sees us and watches over us. 
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Q. Does God know all things? 

A. God knows all things, even our most secret 
thoughts, words, and actions. 

Q. Can God do all things? 

A. God can do all things, and nothing is hard or im- 
possible to Him. ; 

Q. Why is God called Almighty? 

A. God is called Almighty because He ean do all 
things. 

Q. Is God just? 

A. God is just: He will reward the good, and punish 
the wicked. 

Q. Is God merciful? 

A. God is merciful; and His mercies are above all His 
works. 

Q. Is God holy? 

A. God is all-holy; and the wicked shall not dwell near 
Him, neither shall the unjust abide before His eyes. 

Q. Why do we call God our Father? 

A. We eall God our Father because we are truly His 
children, and we should have unbounded trust in His 
goodness and love. 

Q. Are all men children of God? 

A. All men are children of God because God made all 
men to His own image and likeness, and watches contin- 
ually over them. 

Q. Are Christians in any special manner children of 
God? 

A. Christians are the children of God in a special man- 
ner because they have been made by Baptism the brethren 
of Jesus Christ, and heirs with Him of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 
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Cardinal Newman’s Hymn. 
The Pillar of the Cloud. 


lead, Kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom 
Lead Thou me on! 

The night is dark, and I am far from home— 
Lead Thou me on! 

Keep Thou my feet; I do not ask to see 

The distant scene—one step enough for me. 


[ was not ever thus, nor pray’d that Thou 
Shouldst lead me on. 

{ loved to choose and see my path, but now 
Lead Thou me on. 

T loved the garish day, and spite of fears, 

Fride ruled my will: remember not past years. 


So long Thy power hath blest me, sure it still 
Will lead me on, 

O’er moor and fen, o’er crag and torrent, till 
The night is gone; 

And with the morn those angel faces smile 

Which I have loved long since, and lost awhile. 
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Lesson 3. 


Faith. Before we can serve God, we must know about 
Him. We know about God in two ways. In the first place, 
when we see this beautiful world and all that is in it, we 
know that some one must have made it. When we study 
the sun and the moon and the stars, we know that some 
one must have set them in their courses. We call God the 
Maker and Ruler of heaven and earth. In the second place, 
God has told us about Himself. He sent many prophets 
and wise men to teach us, and last of all He sent His own 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Our Lord founded His Church 
to teach all men to the end of the world. So when we 
hear the Church, we are hearing the voice of God Himself. 
The clergy, our teachers, our parents, tell us what they 
are told by the Church about God, and when we believe 
them, we have the virtue of faith. 

Revelation. The reason why we believe the Church, is 
that she speaks with God’s voice, and God cannot tell us 
anything but the truth. Before God spoke to men, He was, 
as it were, covered with a veil. They knew He was there, 
but they knew of Him only in a dark manner. When He 
spoke, it was as if He drew away the veil and showed 
Himself more clearly. For that reason we call what He 
tells us about Himself, revelation. 

Mysteries of Religion. God nas revealed some truths 
which we cannot fully understand. We know they are 
truths, because God has revealed them, and God cannot 
tell a lie. We cannot fully understand them because 
our minds are small and weak. Children cannot under- 
stand many things that grown up people understand 
clearly, because children’s minds are not yet strong 
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enough or trained sufficiently. In the same way the most 
learned men in the world cannot understand what God 
understands, because God has no limits, while the minds 
of even the brightest men are limited on every side. We 
call those truths of revelation which we cannot fully un- 
derstand, Mysteries of Religion. The Chief Mysteries are 
that there is only one God in three Divine Persons, and 
that God the Son, the second Person of the Blessed Trin- 
ity, became man. 

The Blessed Trinity. By the mystery of the Trinity we 
mean that there are three Divine Persons in only one God. 
The three Divine Persons are separate and distinct from 
one another. They are called the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost. These names are not different + :smes for one 
Person. There are three distinct Persons, und each has 
His own name. The Father is not the Son and the Son is 
not the Father. The Holy Ghost is separate and distinct 
both from Father and Son. Each of the three Persons is 
God. The Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Ghost 
is God. Yet there are not three separate and distinct 
gods. There is only one God. The Father is one and the 
same God as the Son, the Son is one and the same God 
as the Holy Ghost. They have one and the same Divine 
nature. We do not say that three gods are one God, or 
that three Persons are one Person. We say there are 
three Persons in one God. As the three Persons have one 
and the same Divine nature they are equal in all things. 
Each Person is as old, as wise, as powerful as the other. 
The Father is not older than the Son, the Son is not older 
than the Holy Ghost. They are from eternity. What we 
believe of the Father, we believe of the Son, ar.d we be- 
lieve of the Holy Ghost, without difference or distinction. 
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| Catechism III. 


Q. How many persons are there in God? 

A. In God there are three Divine Persons, really dis- 
tinet, and equal in all things—the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost. 

Q. Is the Father God? 

A. The Father is God and the first Person of the 
Blessed Trinity. 

Q. Is the Son God? 

A. The Son is God and the second Person of the 
Blessed Trinity. 

Q. Is the Holy Ghost God? 

A. The Hoiy Ghost is God and the third Person of the 
Blessed Trinity. 

Q. What do you mean by the Blessed Trinity? 

A. By the Blessed Trinity I mean one God in three 
Divine Persons. 

Q. Are the three Divine Persons equal in all things? 

A. The three Divine Persons are equal in all things. 

Q. Are the three Divine Persons one and the same 
God? 

A. The three Divine Persons are one and the same 
God, having one and the same Divine nature and _ sub- 
stance. 

Q. Can we fully understand how the three Divine Per- 
sons are one and the same God? 

A. We cannot fully understand how the three Divine 
Persons are one and the same God, because this is a 
mystery. 

Q. What is a mystery? 

A. A mystery is a revealed truth which we cannot 
fully understand. 


ST. MICHAEL. 
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Lesson 4. 


Creation. We call God the Creator of Heaven and 
Earth. Create means to make out of nothing. God did 
not make the world as a carpenter makes a box. The ear- 
penter has wood and nails, and he shapes the boards and 
puts them together. Before God created anything, there 
was nothing at all in existence except Himself. When He 
wished to create things, He merely spake, and they were 
made; He commanded, and they were created. God then 
is the Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 
and invisible. ; 

Matter and Spirit. All the things which God created 
fall into two classes. There are some things which we 
ean divide into parts and weigh and measure, such as 
iron, wood, water and the like. There are other things 
which we cannot divide into parts or weigh or measure, 
such as the soul of man. Things which can be weighed, 
measured or divided, are called matter. Things which 
cannot be divided, weighed or. measured, are ealled spirit. 

Pure Spirits. A spirit may be joined to matter. Thus 
the soul of man is joined to man’s body. A spirit which 
is not joined to a body, is called a pure spirit. The soul of 
a dead man is not a pure spirit, because it was once joined 
to a body, and will again be joined to a body after the 
resurrection. But an angel is a pure spirit, because God 
did not intend that the angels should be joined to bodies. 

The Good Angels and the Bad Angels. The word angel 
means a messenger. We give this name to those pure 
spirits whom God created in the beginning to stand around~ 
His throne and do His will. They are intelligent and 
immortal beings whose number we cannot reckon. In the 
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beginning God did not let the angels see Him face to face, 
but He wished to try their obedience. Now the brightest 
of all the angels was Lucifer. We call him Lucifer be- 
cause Lucifer means ‘‘the morning star.’’ The morning 
star is the most beautiful of all the stars, and Lucifer was 
the most beautiful of all the angels. As he had never 
seen God, he thought. that he himself was the greatest of 
all beings. Therefore, he set himself up as God, and a 
third part of the angels joined him. But one of those who 
remained faithful, cried out: ‘‘Who is ike unto God?”’ 
and he fought against Lucifer, and cast him and his fol- 
lowers into hell. Therefore, we call that faithful angel 
Michael, which means, ‘‘Who is like unto God?’’ The 
angels, who were cast into hell, are called devils or bad 
angels. Their chief, Lucifer, is known also as Satan and 
as the ‘‘serpent.’’ The good angels dwell in heaven and 
stand round God’s throne. Thousands of thousands min- 
ister unto Him, and ten thousand times a hundred thou- 
sand stand before Him. Night. and day they rest not, but 
continually do ery: ‘‘Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of 
Hosts. The heavens and the earth are filled with Thy 
glory.’ 

The Guardian Angel. God watches over us. He keeps 
us in all our ways and protects us from harm. He sees all 
we do. He knows all we think. He hears every word we 
speak. He sends one of His angels to keep watch and 
ward over us, to put good thoughts into our minds, and to 
preserve us from evil. That angel is our guardian, and we 
must remember that he is always with us. He rejoices 
and is glad when we fight God’s battles against sin, and 
when we drive away the evil one, saying with St. Michael: 
*“Who is like unto God?’’ He turns away and hides his 
“ace when we yield to God’s enemy and break God’s law. 
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Catechism IV. 


Who created heaven and earth, and all things? 
God created heaven and earth, and all things. 
How did God create heaven and earth? 

God created heaven and earth from nothing by His 
word only ; that is, by a single act of His all-powerful will. 

Q. Which are the chief creatures of God? 

A. The chief creatures of God are angels and men. 

Q. What are angels? 

A. Angels are pure spirits without a body, created to 
adore and enjoy God in heaven. 

Q. Were the angels created for any other purpose? 

A. The angels were also created to assist before the 
throne of God and to minister unto Him; they have often 
been sent as messengers from God to man; and are also 
appointed our guardians. 

Q. Should we honor our Guardian Angel? 

A. We should honor our Guardian Angel and often 
ask his help, and thank him for his eare of us. 

Q. Were the angels, as God created them, good and 
happy? 

A. The angels, as God created them, were good and 
happy. 

Q. Did all the angels remain good and happy? 

A. All the angels did not remain good and happy; 
many of them sinned and were cast into hell, and these 
are called devils or bad angels. 

Q. Does the devil try to harm us? 

A. The devil does try to harm us, chiefly by tempting 
us to sin. 
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THE ACTS. 
Faith. 

O my God! I firmly believe that Thou art one God in three 
Divine Persons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; I believe that Thy 
Divine Son became man, and died for our sins, and that He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. [| believe these and all 
the truths which the Holy Catholic Church teaches, because Thou 
hast revealed them, who canst neither deceive nor be deceived. 


Hope. 

O my God! relying on Thine infinite goodness and promises, I 
hope to obtain pardon of my sins, the help of Thy grace, and life 
everlasting, through the merits of Jesus Christ, my Lord and Re- 
deemer. 


Charity. 

O my God! I love Thee above all things, with my whole heart 
and soul, because Thou art all good and worthy of all love. I 
love my neighbor as myself for the love of Thee. I forgive all 
who have injured me, and ask pardon of all whom I have injured, 


Contrition 
O my God! I am heartily sorry for having offended Thee, and 
I detest all my sins, because I dread the loss of heaven and he 
pains of hell, but most of all because they offend Thee, my God, 
who art all good and deserving of all my love. _I firmly resolve, 
with the help of Thy grace, to confess my sins, to do penance, 
and to amend my life. Amen. 
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Lesson 5. 


The Making of the World. God did not make this 
world just as we see it now. He fashioned it little by 
little, so that it took the shape it has to-day. The works 
of creation are divided among the seven days of the week. 
In the beginning the earth was waste and empty, with- 
out shape or form. And darkness was upon the face of 
the deep. And the Spirit of God was brooding over the 
face of the waters. During the first three days God was 
engaged in the work of dividing, and during the second . 
three days He furnished the world. 

The Days of Dividing. On the first day He said: ‘‘Let 
there be light.’’ And there was light. And God saw 
that the light was good, and He divided the light from 
the darkness. On the second day he said: ‘‘Let there be 
a firmament in the midst, of the waters, and let it divide 
the waters from the waters.’’ And God made the firma- 
ment, and divided the waters that were under the firma- 
ment from the waters that were above the firmament.’’ 
On the third day He said: ‘‘Let the waters that are un- 
der the heavens be gathered together, and let the dry land 
appear.’’ And it was so. And God called the dry land 
earth, and the gathering together of the waters called He 
seas. And God saw that it was good. And He said: ‘‘Let 
the earth bring forth grass, and green herb, and fruit tree 
that beareth seed according to its kind.’’ And it was so. 
And the earth brought forth grass, and green herb, and 
fruit tree. And God saw that it was good. 

The Furniture of Heaven and Earth. On the font 
day God said: ‘‘Let there be lights in the firmament of 
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heaven.’’ And God made two great lights, the sun to 
rule the day and the moon to rule the night; and the stars 
also He made. And He set them in the firmament of 
heaven to shine upon the earth, and to be for signs, and 
for seasons, and for days, and for years. On the fifth day 
God said: ‘‘Let the waters swarm with living things, 
and let the fowl fly above the earth under the firmament 
of heaven.’? And God filled the sea with fish, and He 
made the birds to fly through the air. On the sixth day 
God said: ‘‘Let the earth bring forth the living creature 
according to its kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast 
of the earth.’’ And God made the beasts of the earth, 
and the cattle, and everything that creeps upon the earth. 

The Creation of Man. On the sixth day also God said: 
“‘Let Us make man according to Our own image and like- 
ness, and let him have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over all living creatures, 
that move upon the earth.’’ And God created man in His 
own image, 

In the image of God created He him; 
Male and female, He created them. 

And God blessed them, and said unto them: ‘‘Increase, 
and multiply, and fill the earth, and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, and fowl of the air, and all living crea- 
tures that move upon the earth.’’ 

The Sabbath. And the heavens and the earth were fin- 
ished, and all the furniture thereof, and on the seventh day 
God finished His work which He had made, and He rested 
on the seventh day from all His work which He had made. 
And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, be- 
cause that in it He had rested from all His work which He 
had created and made. 
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Lesson 6. 


The Garden of Paradise. The Lord formed man out of 
the dust of the earth, and called his name Adam. And the 
Lord God took Adam, and put him into the garden of Eden 
to dress it and to keep it. And the Lord God commanded 
him, saying: ‘‘Of every tree of the garden thou mayest 
eat; but of the tree of knowledge of good and evil thou 
shalt not eat.’’ Then God cast a deep sleep on Adam, and 
took one of his ribs, and builded it into a woman, and 
brought her to Adam. And Adam called his wife Eve. 
And they were both good and happy in the garden. 

The Temptation and the Fall. Now the serpent was 
more cunning than any of the beasts of the earth which 
the Lord God had made. <And he said unto the woman: 
‘‘Why hath God commanded that ye should not eat of 
any tree in the garden?’’ And Eve said: ‘‘Of the fruit 
of the trees that are in the garden we may eat; but of 
the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath com- 
manded us not to eat, nor to touch it, lest we die.’’ And 
the sernent said unto the woman: ‘‘Ye shall not die, for 
God doth know that in the day ye shall eat thereof, your 
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing 
good and evil.’’ And the woman saw that the tree was 
good to eat, and fair to behold, and she took of the fruit 
thereof, and did eat; and she gave also unto her husband, 
and he did eat. And the eyes of them both were opened, 
and when they heard the voice of the Lord God, walking 
in the garden in the cool of the day, they hid themselves 
from the face of the Lord God amongst the trees of the 
garden. 

The Punishment. And the Lord God called Adam, and 
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said unto him: ‘‘Where art thou?’’ And he said: ‘‘I 
heard Thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, and hid 
myself.’’ And God said: ‘‘Thou hast eaten of the tree, 
whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldst not eat.’’ 
And Adam said: ‘‘The woman whom Thou gavest me to 
be my helpmate, gave me of the tree, and I did eat.’’ And 
the Lord God said unto the woman: ‘‘ Why hast thou done 
this?’’ And she answered: ‘‘The serpent deceived me, 
and I did eat.’’ And the Lord God said unto the serpent: 
*“Because thou hast done this thing, accursed art thou 
among all cattle and beasts of the field; upon thy breast 
shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days 
of thy life. And I will put enmity between thee and 
the woman, and thy seed and her seed; she shall crush 
thy head, and thou shalt lie in wait for her heel.’’ And 
to the woman He said: ‘“‘I will multiply thy sorrows, 
and in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children, and 
thou shalt be under thy husband’s power, and he shall 
rule over thee.’’ And to Adam He said: ‘‘Because thou 
hast harkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten 
of the tree, of which I commanded thee not to eat, ac- 
eursed is the earth because of thee; in labor and toil shalt 
thou eat thereof all the days of thy life. Thorns and this- 
tles shall it bring forth unto thee; in the sweat of thy brow 
shalt thou eat bread, until thou return unto the earth, 
from whence thou wast taken; for dust thou art and unto 
dust shalt thou return.’? And Adam called his wife Eve, 
because she was the mother of all the living. And the Lord 
God made Adam and his wife coats of skin, and clothed 
them. And He drove them forth from the garden of 
Eden, and He placed before the garden the Cherubim, and 
a flaming sword turning every way, to keep the way of 
the tree of life. 
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Catechism V. 


Who were the first man and woman? 

The first man and woman were Adam and Eve. 
What do we call Adam and Eve? 

We call Adam and Eve our first parents. 

Were Adam and Eve innocent and holy when they 
came from the hand of God? 

A. Adam and Eve were innocent and holy when they 
eame from the hand of God. 

Q. Did God give any command to Adam and Eve? 

A. To try their obedience God commanded Adam and 
Eve not to eat of a certain fruit which grew in the garden 
of Paradise. 

Q. Which were the chief blessings intended for Adam 
and Eve had they remained faithful to God? 

A. The chief blessings intended for Adam and Eve, 
had they remained faithful to God, were a constant state 
of happiness in this life and everlasting glory in the next. 

Q. Did Adam and Five remain faithful to God? 

A. Adam and Eve did not remain faithful to God; but 
broke His command by eating the forbidden fruit. - 

Q. What befell Adam and Eve on account of their 
sin? 

A. Adam and Eve on account of their sin lost inno- 
eence and holiness, and were doomed to sickness and 
death. 

Q. What evil befell us on account of the disobedience 
of our first parents? 

A. On account of the disobedience of our first parents, 
we all share in their sin and punishment, as we should 
have shared in their happiness if they had remained 
faithful. 
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Q. What other effects followed from the sin of our 
first parents? 

A. Our nature was corrupted by the sin of our first 
parents, which darkened our understanding, weakened 
our will, and left in us a strong inclination to evil. 

Q. What is the sin called which we inherit from our 
first parents? 

A. The sin which we inherit from our first parents 
is called original sin. 

Q. Why is this sin called original? 

A. This sin is called original because it comes down to 
us from our first parents, and we are brought into the 
world with its guilt on our souls. 

Q. Does this corruption of our nature remain with us 
after original sin has been forgiven? 

A. This corruption of our nature and other punish- 
ments remain in us after original sin is forgiven. 

Q. Was any one ever preserved from original sin? 

A: The Blessed Virgin Mary, through the merits of 
her Divine Son, was preserved free from the guilt of ori- 
ginal sin. 

Q. What is this privilege of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
called? 

A. This privilege of the Blessed Virgin Mary is called 
the Immaculate Conception. 

Q. Is temptation a sin? 

A. Temptation is not a sin unless we encourage it, or 
give way to it. 

Q. What must we do when we are tempted? 

A. When we are tempted we must at once pray to 
God for help, and turn away from the cause of the 
temptation. 
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Ave Maris Stella. 


Hail, bright star of ocean, 
God’s own Mother blest! 
Ever sinless Virgin, 
Gate of heavenly rest! 


Taking that sweet Ave 
Which from Gabriel came, 

Peace confirm within us, 
Changing Eva’s name. 


Break the captives’ fetters, 
Light on blindness pour, 

All our ills expelling, 
Every bliss implore. 


Show thyself a Mother, 
May the Word Divine, 
Born for us thine infant, 
Hear our prayers through thine. 


Virgin all excelling, 
Mildest of the mild, 

Freed from guilt preserve us 
Meek and undefiled. 


Keep our life all spotless, 
Make our way secure, 
Till we find in Jesus 
Joy for evermore. 


Through the highest heaven, 
To that mighty Three, 
Father, Son and Spirit, 
One same glory be. 
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Lesson 7. 


Temptation. As the devil tempted our first parents, so 
he still tempts us to break God’s commandments. Ge 
tries to make us believe that God forbids us everything 
that is useful and pleasant. He said to the woman: ‘‘ Why 
hath God commanded you not to eat of any tree in the 
garden?’’ He knew well that God had forbidden them 
the fruit of only one tree. But the devil was a liar from 
the beginning, and in like manner ke tries to deceive us, 
by making us believe that our paients or teachers are 
too strict. He tempts us to break their commands, and he 
promises us that we shall be much happier, much wiser. 
Sometimes he tempts us by thoughts that come in our 
minds, sometimes through companions, sometimes through 
books, but he is always our enemy, always bent on doing 
us harm. 

Original Sin. The sin of our first parents brought 
sorrow and death into the world. If they had obeyed 
God’s command, they would have lived happy in the 
paradise of pleasure, and, after a time, God would have 
taken them alive into heaven. But because of sin, death 
entered into the world, and sickness and sorrow. The 
gates of heaven were closed against our first parents. and 
no matter how much they repented, they could not enter 
into the kingdom of God. We, too, who are the children of 
Adam, share in the punishment. We are born outside the 
paradise of God, strangers to Him, and children of wrath 
Against us also the gates of heaven are closed. This sin 
which we inherit from our first parents, is called Original 
Sin. Because of this birth-sin, we find it hard to under- 
stand things; we find it hard to keep on doing what we 
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should do, but we find it very easy to do what we know 
is evil. Were it not for Adam’s fall, we should find learn- 
ing light, labor a pleasure, and right doing sweet. 

The Immaculate Conception. God said that the woman 
would ciush the serpent’s head. That woman is our 
Lady, and her Son is Jesus Christ, the Saviour of man- 
kind. Therefore, she was born, not in original sin, as 
we are born; but she was preserved free because she was 
to be the Mother of God. This privilege is called her Im- 
maculate Conception. 

Sin. God tells us what we must do, and if we refuse, 
even in thought, we are guilty of sin. We can sin by 
words, also, and God will demand of us an accounting 
for every idle word at the day of Judgment. God for- 
bids us to do certain actions; if we disobey Him byedoing 
these actions, we sin in deed. He also orders us to fulfill 
certain duties; if we do not perform these duties, we sin 
by omission. 

Mortal Sin. Sins are,mortal or venial. Mortal means 
deadly, and mortal sin is a grave offense against God’s 
law. It is called mortal sin, because, just as a mortal sick- 
ness kills the body, so a mortal sin kills the soul. The 
soul lives by the friendship of God. When we offend 

God, we lose His friendship, and our souls are dead. 

' Venial Sin. A slight offense against the law of God 
is called a venial sin. Venial means that which may be 
easily pardoned. We must not think that we can afford 
to commit venial sins, because they are not deadly like 
mortal sins. He that despiseth small things, shall fall 
by little and little. 
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Catechism VI. 


Q. Is original sin the only kind cf sin? 

A. Original sin is not the only kind of sin; there is 
another kind of sin, which we commit ourselves, called 
actual sin. 

Q. What is actual sin? 

A. Actual sin is any wilful thought, word, deed, or 
omission contrary to the law of God. 

Q. How many kinds of actual sin are there? 

A. There are two kinds of actual sin—mortal anc 
venial. 

Q. What is mortal sin? 

A. Mortal sin is a grievous offense against the law of 
God. 

Q. Why is this sin ca“'ed mortal? 

A. This sin is called mortal because it deprives us of 
spiritual life, which is sanctifying grace, and brings ever- 
lasting death and damnation on our soul. 

Q. What is venial sin? ; 

A. Venial sin is a slight offense against the law of God. 

Q. Why is this sin called venial? 

A. This sin is called venial because it is more easily 
forgiven than mortal sin. 

Q. Which are the effects of venial sin? 

A. The effects of venial sin are the lessening of the 
love of God in our heart, the making us less worthy of His 
help, and the weakening of the power to resist mortal sin. 

Q. Should we be afraid to commit venial sin? 

A. We should be afraid to commit venial sin, becanse 
even a slight offense against God is a great evil, and he 
that despiseth small things, shall fall little by little. 
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Lesson 8. 


Cain and Abel. Adam and Eve had two sons. The 
name of the one was Cain, and the name of the other Abel. 
And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller 
of the ground. Cain and Abel offered sacrifice to God, 
and God accepted the sacrifice of Abel, but He did not 
accept the sacrifice of Cain. For that reason Cain was 
very wroth and he said unto Abel, his brother: ‘‘Let 
us go into the field.*? And when they were in the field, 
Cain slew his brother Abel. And the Lord said unto 
Cain: ‘‘Where is thy brother, Abel?’’ And he an- 
swered: ‘‘ I know not. Am I my brother’s keeper?”’ 
And the Lord said: ‘‘The yoice of thy brother’s blood 
crieth unto Me from the earth.’’ And God set a mark 
on Cain, and he was a fugitive and a wanderer upon the 
earth. 

The Children of God. To Eve another son was borr, 
and she ealled his name Seth. Now, the children of 
Seth feared the Lord. and, therefore, were called the 
sons of God. But the children of Cain were wicked 
like their father. After many years the sons of God 
began to marry the daughters of men, and the whole 
world became filled with violence and sin. Then tue 
Lord said: ‘‘I will destroy man whom I have created. 
from the face of the earth. For the world is filled with 
violence through them, and, behold, I will destroy them 
with the earth.”’ 

The Ark. But Noah was a good man, and he founa 
grace in the eyes of the Lord. And God said to Noah: 
‘Make thee an ark of timber planks; rooms shalt thou 
make in it, and thou shalt pitch it within and without with 
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pitch. And thou shalt go into the ark, thou, and thy sons, 
and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives with thee. And 
of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort, shalt 
thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee.’’ 
And Noah did all that the Lord commanded him. 

The Deluge. Then all the fountains of the great deep 
were broken up, and the floodgates of heaven were 
opened. And the rain fell upon the earth forty days and 
forty nights. And the waters prevailed, and increased 
greatly upon the earth, and the ark moved on the face of 
the waters, and every living thing was destroyed, and 
Noah only was left, and they that. were with him in 
the ark. And after many days the waters decreased, 
and the ark rested on the mountains of Ararat. And 
Noah opened the window of the ark, and sent forth a 
raven. And the raven went forth, and did not return. 
Then he sent forth a dove, and she returned unto him, 
for the waters were on the face of the whole earth. And 
again he sent her forth, and she came to him at even- 
tide, bearing an olive branch with green leaves in her 
mouth. Noah, therefore, knew that the waters were 
abated from the earth. 

Noah’s Sacrifice. Noah went out from the ark, and 
builded an altar unto the Lord, and offered burnt offer- 
ings upon the altar. And the Lord blessed Noah and 
his sons, and said: ‘‘AIl flesh shall not be cut off any 
more by the waters of the flood. This is a token of the 
covenant, which I make between Me and you, and every 
living creature. I will set My bow in the clouds, and it 
shall be for a token of a covenant between Me and the 
earth.”’ 
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Lesson 9. 


The Tower of Babel. Sem, Ham and Japhet were the 
sons of Noah, and their children were spread over the 
whole earth. And the whole earth was of one language 
and of one speech. And it came to pass, when men 
were multiplied upon the earth, that they journeyed 
east, and found a plain in the land of Senaar, and dwelt 
there. And they said one to another: ‘‘Come, let us 
make bricks, and burn them with fire.’? And they had 
bricks for stone, and for mortar, bitumen. And. they 
said: ‘‘Come, let us build us a city and a tower, whose 
top may reach unto heaven, and let. us make us a famous 
name, before we be scattered abroad upon the face of 
the earth.’? And the Lord came down to see the city 
and the tower, which the children of Adam were build- 
ing. And the Lord said: ‘‘Behoid, they are one peo- 
ple, and they have all one language, and this they have 
begun to do, and they will not cease from their designs 
until they accomplish them. Come, therefore, let Us go 
down, and confound their language, that they may not 
understand one another’s speech.’’ So the Lord scat- 
tered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the 
earth; and they left off to build the city. Therefore, 
was the name of it called Babel or Confusion, because 
the Lord did there confound the language of all the 
earth, and from thence did He scatter them abroad 
upon the face of all the earth. 

The Promised Redeemer. By the sin of our first 
parents we were made the slaves of sin. God did not 
wish us to remain slaves. He promised to send His only 
son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to redeem us and set us free. 
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But God did not send the Redeemer at once. It was 
necessary to make the world ready for His coming. God 
began to prepare the way by ferming a nation that 
would know Him as the one true and only God, and would 
not serve idols or strange gods. All those who believed 
in the Redeemer to come and kept God’s jaw, were 
saved. When they died, their souls did not enter heaven 
at once, because the gates of heaven were closed, but 
they waited in a place, or state of rest, called Limbo, 
for the coming of our Lord. . When our Lord died, His 
soul went to Limbo to preach the good tidings to those 
who awaited Him there, and when He ascended into 
heaven, they all went with Him to dwell with God forever. 

The Call of Abram. Now God called a man named 
Abram to be the father of His chosen people. Abram 
dwelt near the great river called the Euphrates, and 
the name of the country was Haran. And the Lord said 
unto Abram: ‘‘Go forth out of thy country, and from 
thy kindred, and out of thy father’s house, and come 
unto the land that I will show thee, and I will make of 
thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and I will 
make thy name great, and thou shalt be blessed. And 
I will bless them that bless thee, and him that curseth 
thee I will curse, and in thee shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed.’* So Abram went as the Lord com- 
manded him, and Lot, his brother’s son, with him. And 
they came with their flocks and their herds into the 
country to the west side of the river Jordan, and the 
name of that country was the land of Chanaan. Now 
Abram was called a Hebrew because he came from beyond 
the river, for Hebrew means beyond. 
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Catechism VII. 


Q. Did God abandon man after he fell into sin? 

A. God did not abandon man after he fell into sin, 
but promised him a Redeemer, who was to satisfy for 
man’s sin and reopen to him the gates of heaven. 

Q. Who is the Redeemer? 

A. Our Blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is the 
Redeemer of mankind. 

Q. Why is Jesus Christ called our Redeemer? 

A. Jesus Christ is called our Redeemer because His 
precious blood is the price by which we were ransomed. 

Q. What do you believe of Jesus Christ? 

A. I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the 
second Person of the Blessed Trinity, true God and true 
man. 

What does the holy name Jesus mean? 

The holy name Jesus means Saviour. 

What does the name Christ mean? 

The name Christ means anointed. 

Did the Son of God become man immediately after 
thet: sin of our first parents? 

A. The Son of God did not become man immediately 
after the sin of our first parents, but was promised to 
them as a Redeemer. 

Q. How could they be saved who lived before the Son 
of God became man? 

A. They who lived before the ae of God became man 
could be saved by believing in a Redeemer to come, and 
by keeping the Commandments. 

Q. How long ago since Christ came on earth? 

A. Christ came on earth over nineteen hundred years 
ago. 
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Esca Viatorum. 


O Food that weary pilgrims love, 
O Bread of angel hosts above, 
O Manna of the Saints, 


The hungry soul would feed on Thee; 
Ne’er may the heart unsolaced be, 
Which for Thy sweetness faints. 


O Fount of Love, O cleansing tide, 
Which from the Saviour’s pierced side 
And Sacred Heart dost flow, 


Be ours to drink from Thy pure rill 
Which only can our spirits fill, 
And all we need bestow. 


Lord Jesu, whom by power divine, 
Now hidden ’neath the outward sign, 
We worship and adore, 


Grant when the veil away is rolled, 
With open face we may behold, 
Thyself forever more. 


45 


Lesson IO. 


The Sacrifice of Melchisedech. Abram and Lot had 
flocks, and herds, and tents, and the land was not able 
to bear them. Lot, therefore, chose to himself the country 
about Jordan, and dwelt in Sodom. But Abram remained 
in the land of Chanaan. And it came to pass that fou 
kings made war against the king of Sodom, and took Lot, 
and his family, and his goods, and carried them away. 
And there came one that escaped, and told Abram. And 
when Abram heard that Lot was taken captive, he led 
forth his trained men, and pursued the four kings. And 
he attacked them in the night, and defeated them. And 
he brought back all the goods they had taken, and Lot 
also, and the people. And, as he returned, Melchisedech, 
the King of Salem, went forth to meet him, and he 
offered bread and wine in sacrifice, for he was the priest 
of the Most High God. And he blessed Abram, and said: 
‘*Blessed be Abram by the Most High God, who hath 
ereated heaven and earth, and blessed be the Most High 
God, who hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand.’’ 
And Abram gave Meichisedech tithes of all. 

Our Lord’s Sacrifice. The sacrifice of Melchisedech 
was a prophecy of the sacrifice to be offered by our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of mankind. When He died 
on the Cross, He offered Himself as a sacrifice to God for 
the sins of the world. That sacrifice was sufficient to 
gain us pardon, and no other was needed. But He wished 
that the same sacrifice of the Cross should be continued 
in the Church, and stiown forth to the people until the 
end of time. As He was a priest according to the order 
of Melchisedech, He continued the sacrifice by means of 
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bread and wine. On the night before He died, He 
changed bread into His Body, and wine into His Blood, 
and He ordered His Apostles to do this in memory otf 
Him, until He should come again at the end of the world. 
Thus, even to this day, the priests of the Church offer 
the sacrifice of the Mass, in which bread and wine are 
changed into the Body and Blood of Christ, and, by 
offering that sacrifice they show forth the death of our 
Lord. 

The Promise of Isaac. Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, bare 
him no children. And when Abram was ninety years 
old, the Lord said unto him: ‘‘Thy name shall not any 
more he called Abram, but Abraham, which means ‘the 
father of many nations.’ And as for Sarai, thy wife, 
thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sara, that is, ‘the 
prineess,’ for I will bless her, and give thee a son, and 
I will bless him, and he shall become nations; and kings 
of peoples shall spring from him.’’ And it came to pass 
as Abraham sat in the tent door in the heat of the day, 
that the Lord appeared unto him. And he saw three men 
standing over against him. And he ran to meet them, 
and made a feast for them. When they had eaten, they 
said: ‘‘Where is Sara thy wife?’’ And he said: ‘‘Be- 
hold she is in the tent.’’ And the man said: ‘‘I will 
come to thee again, and, behold, Sara shall have a son.”’ 
Now Sara heard this, and she laughed to herself, for 
she did not believe. And one of them said: ‘‘Why did 
Sara laugh? Is anything too hard for the Lord?’’ Then 
Sara denied, saying: ‘‘I laughed not,’’ for she was 
afraid. But the angel said: ‘‘Nay, but thou didst 
laugh.’’ 
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Lesson ll. 


The Destruction of Sodom. The people of Sodom, 
where Lot dwelt, were very wicked, and God had sent 
the three angels to punish them. But Abraham asked 
God to spare them, and God said that if there were ten 
just men in the city, He would not destroy it. But the 
angels could not find ten just men there, and they said 
to Lot: ‘‘ Arise, and take thy wife, and thy two daughters, 
and escape for thy life. Look not behind thee, neither 
stay thou in the country round about thee.’’ And the 
Lord rained upon Sodom and the other cities brimstone 
and fire out of heaven, and He overthew them, and all 
the inhabitants thereof. And Lot fled away, but his 
wife looked behind her, and was turned into a pillar of 
salt. And Abraham got up early in the morning, and 
looked toward Sodom, and he saw the ashes rise up 
from the earth like the smoke of a furnace. 

The Sacrifice of Isaac. Sara bare a son, as the Lord 
had promised, and his name was called Isaac, which 
means laughter. When the child had grown up, God 
proved Abraham, and said to him: ‘‘Take thine only be- 
gotten son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and go into the land 
of Vision, and there thou shalt offer him for a burnt 
offering.’’ So Abraham took Isaac, and they went to 
the place that God had shown him. And Abraham built 
the altar there, and bound Isaac, and laid him upon the 
altar, and took the sword to sacrifice him. And, behold, 
the angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and 
said: ‘‘Lay not thy hand upon the lad. Now I know 
that thou fearest God, for thou hast not spared thine 
only begotten son for my sake.’’?’ And Abraham saw a 


ABRAHAM LOOKS ON SODOM. 


49 


ram, caught in the briers by the horns, and he offered 
it up as a burnt offering in place of his son. Then God 
blessed Abraham, and said to him: ‘‘In thy seed shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed.’’ 

The Birthright. The people of the land vf Chanaan were 
very wicked, and Abraham sent a servant into his own 
country to seek a wife for Isaac. And the servant brought 
back Rebecca, and Isaac married her. The days of Abra- 
ham’s life were a hundred and seventy-five years, and 
he died in a good old age, and was gathered to his people. 
Now, Rebecca bare twin sons, and the name of the elder 
was Esau, and the name of the younger was Jacob. When 
the boys grew, Esau became a skillful hunter and a hus- 
bandman; but Jacob was a plain, quiet man, dwelling 
in tents. Now Isaae loved Esau, because he did eat of 
his hunting; but Rebecca loved Jacob. One day Jacob 
boiled pottage, and Esau came to him from the field, and 
he was faint. And Esau said to Jacob: ‘‘Give me of 
this red pottage, for I am faint.’’ Jacob said unto him: 
‘*Sell me thy first birthright.’’ And Hsau said: ‘‘Lo, 
I die, what profit shall the birthright be to me?’’ Jacob 
said: ‘‘Swear therefore to me.’’ EKsau sware unto him, 
and sold his birthright. And so, taking bread and pot- 
tage, he ate and drank, and went his way, making little 
account of having sold his birthright. The birthright 
which Esau sold, meant that the Redeemer should he 
born of his family. And when Isaae was old, Jacob also 
got from him the blessing that was intended for Esau. 
When Esau understood what Jacob had done, he was 
very angry, and Rebecca sent Jacob away to her own 
kindred lest Esau should kill him. 
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Lesson 12. 


The Children of Israel. Jacob went on his journey, and 
eame to the east country, and found his mother’s kindred, 
and married. And the name of his first wife was Lia, 
and the name of his second wife was Rachel, and the 
name of his third wife was Bala, and the name of his 
fourth wife was Zelpha. But Jacob loved Rachel above 
all his other wives. Jacob had twelve sons. The sons 
of Lia were Ruben, Simeon, Levi, Juda, Issachar and 
Zabulon. The sons of Rachel were Joseph and Benjamin. 
The sons of Bala were Dan and Nephitali. The sons of 
Zelpha were Gad and Aser. These sons are the twelve 
patriarchs from whom the tribes of the Jews are de- 
scended. They are called the children of Israel, because 
God changed the name of Jacob to Israel, which means 
the ‘‘soldier of God.’’ 

Joseph and His Brethren. Jacob came back to the land 
of Chanaan, and dwelt there. Now he loved Joseph, the 
son of Rachel, above all his brethren, and he made him a 
coat of many colors. And his brethren hated him, and 
would not speak peacefully to him. One day, as they 
were feeding their flock in a distant place, Joseph came 
to them, and they laid hands on him, and sold him to 
traders going down into Egypt. And they took his coat 
of many colors, and dipped it in the blood of a kid, and 
sent it to their father. When Jacob saw it, he said: ‘‘An 
evil beast hath devoured Joseph’’; and he mourned for 
his son many days. 

Joseph in Egypt. When Joseph was brought down to 
Egypt, he was sold to an officer of the king. But his 
master’: wife accused him falsely, and he was cast inte 
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prison. While he was in prison, Pharao, the king of 
Egypt, dreamed, and no one could tell him the meaning 
of his dream. He thought he stood by the river Nile, out 
of which came up seven fat kine. Then came up seven 
lean kine. and devoured the seven fat kine. Likewise he 
saw seven ears of corn full and fair, and seven other 
ears thin and blasted grew up, and devoured the former. 
Now, Joseph was brought out of prison to tell the mean. 
ing’ of Pharao’s dream, and he said: ‘‘The seven fat 
kine and the seven full ears are seven years of plenty. 
and the seven lean kine and the seven thin ears are seven 
years of famine, which shall be on the land of Keypt.’’ 
Then Pharao made Joseph ruler of the land of Egypt, 
in order to prepare against the years of famine. And he 
stored corn in the king’s barns during the years of plenty. 
and when the famine came, he sold it to the people. 

The Going Down Into Egypt. It came to pass that the 
famine prevailed also in the land of Chanaan, and Jacob 
sent his sons down to Egypt to buy corn. When Joseph 
saw them he knew them, but they did not know him. 
At first he spoke roughly to them, and said: ‘‘Ye are 
spies.’? But they denied, and said one to another in 
their own language: ‘‘ We deserve to suffer these things. 
because, we have sinned against our brother Joseph.’’ 
They knew not that Joseph understood, because he spake 
to them by an interpreter. But he tried them in many 
ways, and when he was sure that they were sorry for 
what they had done, he made himself known to them. 
When Jacob heard that his son Joseph was living, he 
came down into Egypt with all his family, and they dwelt 
in the land of Gessen. 
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Summary of Sacred History 


Three Periods. 
I. Creation to Deluge. 
The Making of the World. 
The Days of Dividing. 
The Days of Furnishing. 
The Creation of Man. 
The Day of Rest. 
The Garden of Paradise. 
The Temptation and the Fall. 
The Punishment. 
The Promise of a Redeemer. 
Cain and Abel. Seth. 
The Children of God. 
The Children of Men. 
Noah. The Ark. The Deluge. 
II. Noah to Call of Abram. 
Noah’s Sacrifice. 
Sem, Ham, Japhet. 
The Tower of Babel. 
The Call of Abram. 
lI. Abram to Moses. 
The Sacrifice of Melchisedech. 
Abraham. 
The Promise of Isaac. 
The Destruction of Sodom. 
The Sacrifice of Isaac. 
Esau and Jacob. 
The Children of Israel. 
Joseph and His Brethren. 
Joseph in Egypt. 
The Going Down Into Egypt. 
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Lesson 13. 


Moses. The children of Israel dwelt in the land of Ges 
sen, and they increased and multiplied. They were also 
called Hebrews, which means ‘‘beyond,’’ because their 
father, Abraham, came from beyond the river Jordan. 
At last there arose a king who knew not Joseph._ He saw 
the children of Israel that they were grown great, and he 
feared them. Therefore he ordered his people to treat 
them harshly, and to cast every son that was born to them 
into the river. And it came to pass that a woman of the 
tribe of Levi bare a son. and she hid him three months. 
And when she could no longer hide him, she made a little 
basket, and put the child therein, and laid him in the bul- 
rushes by the river’s bank. The child’s sister stood afar 
off, watching what would be done. And behold, the 
daughter of Pharao came down to bathe in the river, and 
her maids walked by the river’s brink. And when she 
saw the basket in the bulrushes, she sent one of her maids 
for it. And seeing the infant crying, she had compassion 
on it, and said: ‘‘This is one of the babes of the Hebrews.”’ 
Then the child’s sister came, and said: ‘‘Shall I go and 
call thee a Hebrew woman to nurse the child?’’ She an- 
swered: ‘‘Go.’’ The girl went and called her mother, and 
Pharao’s daughter said: ‘‘Nurse the child for me; I will 
give thee thy wages.’’ And his mother took him and 
nursed him, and when he was grown up, she gave him to 
Pharao’s daughter, and he became her son, and she called 
his name Moses, which means taken out of the water. 

whe Ten Plagues. God did not intend that the Hebrews 
should always stay in Egypt, and He ordered Moses to 
lead them into the Promised Land. When Moses went to 
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Pharao and asked him to let the people go, Pharao re- 
fused. Then Moses sent the ten plagues on the Egyptians. 
A plague means a punishment. Two of the plagues came 
from the water, two from the land, two came on the cattle 
and men, and three came from the air. The last plague 
was the most terrible of all. The first born son of every 
house of the Egyptians was killed by an angel. The first 
born son in the houses of the Hebrews was not slain. 

The Passover. God told the people to kill a lamb and 
to mark the doorposts with its blood. When the destroy- 
ing angel saw the blood of the lamb, he passed over the 
houses, and did not slay the first born therein. The Jews 
kept a great feast in honor of their deliverance, which 
they called the Passover. The blood of the lamb was a 
prophecy of our Lord, the Lamb of God whose blood saved 
us from everlasting death. 

The Exodus. The word Exodus means ‘‘going out.’’ 
After the tenth plague Pharao told the children of Israel] 
to go out of Egypt. And the Lord went before them in 
a pillar of cloud by day, and in a pillar of fire by night. 
When they came to the Red Sea, Pharao changed his 
mind, and sent his army to bring them back. But Moses 
lifted up his rod, and stretched it over the sea, and the 
water was divided, and the people passed through. The 
Egyptians followed in after them, and the waters came 
together, and there did not as much as one of them re- 
main. 

The Manna. The children of Israel went through the 
wilderness, and they had nothing to eat. And God rained 
down bread from heaven on them, and fed them while 
they were in the wilderness. That bread was called 
Manna, and was a prophecy of the bread from heaven 
which our Lord gives in the Blessed Eucharist. 


BY 


The Song of Mary, the Sister of Moses. 


Sound the loud timbrel o’er Egypt’s dark sea! 
Jehovah hath triumphed—His people are free! 
Sing—for the pride of the tyrant is broken, 

His chariots and horsemen, all splendid and brave— 
How vain was their boasting, the Lord hath but spoken, 
And chariots and horsemen are sunk in the wave— 
Sound the loud timbrel o’er Egypt’s dark sea! 
Jehovah hath triumphed—His people are free! 


Praise to the Conqueror, praise to the Lord, 
His word was our arrow, His breath was our sword. 
Who shall return to tell Egypt the story 
Of those she sent forth in the hour of her pride? 
For the Lord hath looked out from His pillar of glory, 
And all her brave thousands are dashed in the tide. 
Sound the loud timbrel o’er Egypt’s dark sea! 
Jehovah hath triumphed; His people are free! 


THE LAW 


EIVES 


MOSES REC 
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Lesson 14. 


Mount Sinai. In the third month after they had left 
Egypt, they came to Mount Sinai, and they pitched their 
tents over against the mountain. After three days, thun- 
der was heard, and lightning flashed, and a thick cloud 
covered the mount, and the voice of the trumpet sounded 
exceeding loud, and the people feared. And Moses brought 
them forth from the place of the camp, and they stood at 
the foot of the mount. And all Mount Sinai was on smoke, 
because the Lord came down upon it in fire. And the 
voice of the trumpet grew louder, and it was drawn out to 
a greater length. 

The Ten Commandments. And God called Moses unto 
the top of the mount and there spake these words: 


‘*T am the Lord, thy God, who brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage; thou shalt 
not have strange gods before Me. Thou shalt not make 
unto thyself a graven image, nor the likeness of anything 
that is in the heaven above, or that is in the earth be. 
neath, or that is in the waters under the earth. Thou 
shalt not adore them nor serve them. I am the Lord, thy 
God, mighty and jealous, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children, unto the third and fourth gen- 
eration of them that hate Me, and showing mercy unto 
thousands of them that love Me and keep My command. 
ments. 

‘‘Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord, thy God, 
in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that shall 
take the name of the Lord, his God, in vain, 

‘‘Remember thou keep holy the Sabbath day. Six days 
shalt thou labor and do all thy work; but on the seventh 
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day is the Sabbath of the Lord, thy God; thou shalt do no 
‘work on it; thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy 
man servant, nor thy maid servant, nor thy cattle, nor the 
stranger that is within thy gates. For in six days the Lord 
made heaven and earth, and the sea, and all things that 
in them are, and rested on the seventh day; therefore the 
Lord blessed the seventh day and hallowed it. 

‘‘Honor thy father and thy mother, that thou mayest be 
long-lived in the land which the Lord, thy God, will give 
thee. 

“‘Thou shalt not kiil. 

‘Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

“‘Thou shalt not steal. 

‘*Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. 

“‘Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, neither 
shalt thou desire his wife, nor his servant, nor his hand 
maid, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is his.’’ 


The Old Covenant. When Moses received the ten Com- 
mandments, he came down from the mountain, and re- 
peated them to all the people, and the people answered 
with one voice: ‘‘We will do all the words of the Lord 
which He hath spoken.’? And Moses arose early in the 
morning and built an altar at the foot of the mount, and 
he offered sacrifices to the Lord. ‘Then he read the Com- 
mandments a second time to the people, and they said: 
_“*All things that the Lord hath spoken will we do. We 
will be obedient.’? Moses took the blood of the victims, 
and sprinkled it on the people, and he said: ‘‘This is the 
blood of the Covenant, which the Lord hath made with 
you concerning all these words.”’ 
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Lesson 145. 


The Old Law. Besides the commandments, God gave 
Moses instructions eoncerning the worship the people 
should pay Him. Moses therefore commanded them to 
make a great tent, which was called the Tabernacle. A 
curtain shut off a portion of the great tent, and this 
portion was called the Holy of Hclies. In the Holy of 
Holies, they put a box containing the two stone tables. 
on which the Commandments were written. This box 
was known as the Ark of the Covenant, because it re- 
minded the people of the agreement between God and 
them. Altars also were made, on which sacrifice was 
offered. The whole tribe of Levi, to which Moses _be- 
longed, was set apart to serve the Tabernacle. Aaron 
and his sons were made priests, and they alone could 
offer sacrifice. The Lord also appointed Holy Days. The 
chief day of the year was the Passover, or the day on 
which the Jews were brought out of the land of Egypt. 

The Forty Years. Though God had shown His power 
to the children of Israel, they murmured against Moses. 
and refused to obey God’s commands. God therefore 
said: ‘‘Hor forty years ye shall wander in the wilderness, 
and after forty years I will bring your children into the 
land which ye have despised.’’ 

The Prophecy of Balaam. After forty years, the chil- 
dren of Israel drew near to the promised land. And 
they pitched their tents in the plains of Moab beyond 
the Jordan. The King of the land of Moab was Balac, 
and he feared the children of Israel. So he sent for 
Balaam, who was a soothsayer, and said to him: ‘‘Curse 
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this people, that 1 may be able to drive them out of the 
land.’’ Balaam wished to curse the people. But when 
he saw them, God put the word into his mouth, and he 
sald: 


‘‘How shall T curse him, whom God hath not cursed? 
How shall I hate him, whom God hath not hated? 
How beautiful are thy tents, O Jacob! 

How beautiful thy tabernacles, O Israel! 

A star shall arise out of Jacob, 

And a scepter shall spring from Israel.’’ 


The star was our Lord, the Redeemer of mankind, who 
is the Light of the World. When He was born in Bethle- 
hem, the wise men saw a star in the East which led them 
to His cradle. 

The Death of Moses. After these times God said to 
Moses: ‘‘Go up into this mountain, and see from thence 
the land which I will give to the children of Israel. 
When thou hast seen it, thou shalt go to thy people, even 
as Aaron, thy brother, is gone.’’ Moses therefore spake to 
the people all the words of the Lord, and he blessed them, 
and made Josue their leader. And he went up from the 
plains of Moab to the top of Phasga, upon Mount Nebo, 
and the Lord showed him all the land from the north 
even to the south. And the Lord said to him: ‘‘This is 
the land for which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, 
and unto Jacob, saying: I will give it unto thy seed. 
Thou hast seen it with thine eyes. and thou shalt not 
go over thither.’’ So Moses died there in the land of 
Moab, according to the word of the Lord, and God buried 
him, and no man knoweth of his sepulechre, even unto 
this day. 
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Epiphany Hymn. 


What star is this, with beams so bright, 
More beauteous than the noonday light? 
It shines to herald forth the King, 

And Gentiles te His cradle bring. 


See now fulfilled what God decreed, 
‘‘From Jacob shall a star proceed;’’ 
And Eastern sages with amaze 
Upon the wondrous vision gaze. 


The guiding star above is bright; 
Within them shines a clearer light, 
Which leads them on with power benign 
To seek the Giver of the sign. 


True love can brook no dull delay; 
Nor toil nor dangers stop their way: 
Home, kindred, fatherland, and all 
They leave at their Creator’s call. 


O Jesu, while the star of grace 
Allures us now to seek Thy face, 
Let not our slothful hearts refuse 
The guidance of that light to use. 


SPEAK, LORD. FOR THY SERVANT HBEARWTH 
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Lesson 16. 


Josue. After the death of Moses, Josue led the children 
of Israel across the Jordan into the Promised Land. He 
made war upon many kings, and defeated them, and 
took their cities. And the people assembled themselves 
at Silo, and set up the tabernacle there. Now, the Ark 
of the Covenant was in the tabernacle. When Josue was 
old, he divided the land by lot among the children of 
Israel according to their tribes; but to the tribe of Levi 
he gave no share in the land, for the Lord Himself is 
their lot. Therefore the Levites dwelt in cities scattered 
among other tribes, and served the tabernacle. The names 
of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel, who divided 
the promised land among them, are: Ruben, Simeon, 
Juda, Issachar and Zabulon, Benjamin, Dan and Nephtali, 
Gad and Aser, who were sons of Jacob, and Ephraim 
and Manasses, who were sons of Joseph. Before Moses 
died, he had given Ruben and Gad, and half the tribe 
of Manasses, their inheritance east of the Jordan. 

The Judges. The people served the Lord all the days 
of Josue, and all the days of the elders that outlived 
Josue. And Josue died. And they buried him in the 
hill country of Ephraim. And also all that generation 
were gathered unto their fathers; and there arose an- 
other generation, that knew not the Lord, nor yet the 
work which He had wrought for Israel. And the children 
of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and followed 
strange gods; and they provoked the Lord to anger. 
And the Lord delivered them into the hands of spoilers 
that spoiled them, and He sold them into the hands of 
their enemies round about, so that they could not stand 
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before their enemies. And when they were sore distressed. 
the Lord raised up judges to save them out of the 
hands of those that spoiled them. But it came to pass, 
when the judge was dead, that they turned back, and 
dealt more wickedly than their fathers in following 
strange gods to serve them. 

Samuel. The last of the judges was Samuel. His 
mother’s name was Anna, and she promised, before he 
was born, to give him to the Lord all the days of his 
life. Heli was high priest in Silo and judge in Israel 
at that time, and when Samuel was weaned, Anna gave 
him to Heli to minister in the sight of the Lord. And 
it came to pass that Samuel slept in the tabernacle of 
the Lord, where the Ark was. And the Lord called him, 
and he said: ‘‘Here am J.’’ And he ran unto Heli, and 
said: ‘‘Here am I, for thou didst call me.’’ Heli said: 
‘*T called not; go back and sleep.’’ And the Lord called 
Samuel again, and Samuel arose and went to Heli, and 
said: ‘‘Here am J, for thou didst call me.’’ He an- 
swered: ‘‘I called not, my son; return and sleep.’’ 
And the Lord called Samuel the third time, and he 
arose and went to Heli, and said: ‘‘Here am I, for thou 
didst call me.’’ Then Heli understood that the Lord had 
called the child, and he said unto Samuel: ‘‘Go and 
sleep, and if He shall call thee again, thou shalt say, 
‘Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth.’’’ So Samuel 
went and slept in his place. And the Lord called as 
He had called the other times: ‘‘Samuel, Samuel.’’ And 
Samuel said: ‘‘Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth.’’ 
And the Lord spake to Samuel, and made him a great 
prophet. 
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Lesson 17. 


The Kings. The rulers of Israel from the time of Josue 
to the time of Samuel were called judges. After the 
time of Samuel the people were governed by kings. At 
first there was only one kingdom, and the chief city 
was Jerusalem. Afterwards there were two kingdoms, 
one in the south, of which Jerusalem was the capital, 
and the other in the north, of which Samaria was the 
capital. The northern kingdom is called the Kingdom 
of Israel. The southern kingdom is called the Kingdom 
of Juda. 

Saul. The first king was chosen from the tribe of Ben- 
jamin. The people came to Samuel, and said: ‘‘Make 
us a king to judge us like all the nations.’’ But the 
thing displeased Samuel, and he prayed unto the Lord, 
and the Lord said unto him: ‘‘Hearken unto the voice 
of the people, for they have not rejected thee, but they 
have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them.’’ 
Samuel then cast lots upon the tribes, and the lot fell 
upon Saul. And they fetched Saul from his house, and 
set him in the midst of the people, and he was higher 
than any of the people from the shoulders upward. And 
Samuel said to the people: ‘‘Ye see him whom the 
Lord hath chosen.’’ And the people cried out, ‘‘God 
save the king.’’ 

Saul Is Rejected. Saul reigned two years over Israel, 
but he disobeyed God’s commands, and Samuel said to 
him: ‘‘Thou hast not kept the commandment of the 
Lord. If thou hadst not done this, He would have estab- 
lished thy kingdom over Israel forever, but now thy 
kingdom will not continue. The Lord hath sought a man 
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DAVID GOES TO MEET GOLIATH. 
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after His own heart, and him hath He made prince 
over His people.’’ A second time Saul disobeyed God, 
and kept the spoils of battle, which God had ordered to 
be destroyed. When Samuel asked him why he did not 
do as God had commanded, Saul said: ‘‘The people took 
the spoil to sacrifice unto the Lord.’’ Samuel said: 
‘“Doth the Lord desire burnt offerings? Doth He not 
rather desire that His voice be obeyed? Behold, obedience 
is better than sacrifice, and to hearken better than to 
offer the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of 
witcheraft, and disobedience is as the crime of idolatry. 
Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, the Lord 
hath rejected thee from being king.”’ 

David Anointed. The Lord now sent Samuel to Bethle- 
hem to anoint a king in place of Saul. And he came 
to the house of- Jesse of the tribe of Juda, and sought 
among the seven sons of Jesse for the chosen of the 
Lord, and when he found him not, he said: ‘‘Are here 
all thy sons?’’ He answered: ‘‘There remaineth the 
youngest.’’ David therefore was brought in, and Samuel 
anointed him, but all this was done secretly for fear of 
Saul. 

Goliath. It came to pass that when Saul and his 
armies went out against the Philistines, a giant named 
Goliath came out and challenged the Israelites to single 
combat. Now, no man was found to meet him, until 
David came. He took his sling in his hand, and five 
smooth stones from the brook, and he smote the Philis- 
tine in his forehead with a stone from the sling. And the 
Philistine fell upon his face, and David took the Philis- 
tine’s sword, and cut off his head. The people were 
pleased with what David had done, but Saul was jealous, 
and tried to kill him. 


THE DBHATH OF SAUL 
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Lesson 18. 


The Death of Saul. Now Jonathan, the son of Saul, 
loved David exceedingly, and strove to save him. But 
Saul would not have peace, and at last the Philistines 
came against him, and defeated him, and he and Jona- 
than perished on the same day. 

The Ark in Jerusalem. David was thirty years of age 
when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. 
And he went against Jerusalem, and he took the strong- 
hold of Sion, and he dwelt in it, and called it the City 
of David. And David smote the Philistines, and he waxed 
ereater and greater, for the Lord of Hosts was with him. 
And he brought the Ark of the Covenant into Jerusa- 
lem with joy. 

The Redeemer the Son of David. Now, there was a 
prophet in Jerusalem named Nathan, and David said 
unto him: ‘‘Thou seest that I dwell in a house of cedar, 
but the Ark of God dwelleth in a tent.*? And Nathan 
said: ‘‘Go, do all that is in thy heart.’’ But it came 
to pass that night, that the word of the Lord came to 
Nathan, saying: ‘‘Go, and say to My servant, David: 
Thus saith the Lord: Shalt thou build Me a house to 
dwell in? When thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I 
will raise up thy son after thee. He shall build a house 
to My name, and I will establish the throne of his king- 
dom forever. I will be to him a Father, and he shall be 
to Me a son.’’’ Now, these words were, in the first 
place, a prophecy of Solomon, who built the temple; and 
in the second place, they tell of the coming of Our Lord, 
who was born of David’s family, and is called the Son of 
David. 
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The Miserere. It came to pass that David was guilty 
of a great sin, and God punished him. But David was 
very sorry and asked God to forgive him. Now, David 
was a sweet singer in Israel, and he made many songs 
or hymns which we eall Psalms. We still use the Psalms 
as prayers. The Psalm which David made when he 
asked pardon of the Lord because of his sin, is called 
the Miserere. Miserere means, Have mercy. 

Solomon’s Judgment. After David died, Solomon, his 
son, reigned in his stead. Solomon was the wisest of all 
men, because God had given him the gift of wisdom. 
And there came two women unto the king, and 
stood before him. And the one woman said: ‘‘I and 
this woman dwell in one house, and this woman’s child 
died in the night, and she arose and took my son from 
beside me while I slept, and she laid her dead child in 
my bosom. And when I rose in the morning and I had © 
considered it, I saw it was not my child.’’ And the 
other woman answered: ‘‘It is not so as thou sayest, 
but thy child is dead, and mine is alive.’’ And in this 
manner they strove before the king. And the king 
said: ‘‘Fetch me a sword.’’ And when they had 
brought a sword, he said: ‘‘Divide the living child in 
two, and give half to the one and half to the other.’’ 
Then spake the woman whose child wag alive, and she 
said: ‘‘I beseech thee, my lord, give her the child 
alive, and in no wise slay it.’’ But the other said: ‘‘It 
shall be neither mine nor thine; divide it.’’ The king 
answered and said: ‘‘Give the living child to this 
woman; in no wise slay it, for she is the mother there- 
of.’’ And all Israel heard the judgment, and they 
feared the king, because the wisdom of God was with 
him. 
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Psalm 50. The Miserere. 


Have mercy upon me, O God: 
According to Thy great mercy. 


And according to the multitude of Thy tender mercies 
Blot out mine iniquity. 


Wash me yet more from mine iniquity: 
And cleanse me from my sin. 


™or I acknowledge mine iniquity: 
And my sin is ever before me. 


Against Thee only have I sinned, 
and I have done evil in Thy sight: 

That Thou mightest be justified in Thy words, 
and mightest overcome when Thou art judged. 


For, behold, I was conceived in iniquities: 
And in sins did my mother conceive me. 


For, behold, Thou hast loved truth: 
The doubtful and hidden things of Thy wisdom Thou 
hast made known unto me. 


Thou shalt sprinkle me with hyssop, and I shall be 
clean: 
Thou shalt wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 


To my hearing Thou shalt give joy and gladness: 
And the bones that were humbled shall rejoice. 


Turn away Thy face from my sins: 
4nd blot out all mine iniquities. 
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Create in me a clean heart, O God: 
And renew a right spirit within me. 


Cast me not away from Thy face: 
And take not Thy Hely Spirit from me. 


Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation: 
And strengthen me with a perfect spirit. 


And I will teach the wicked Thy way: 
And sinners shall be converted unto Thee. 


Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, Thou God of 
my salvation: 
And my tongue shall extol Thy justice. 


O Lord, Thou wilt open my lips: 
And my tongue shall declare Thy praise. 


For if Thou didst desire sacrifice, verily would I have 
given it; 
In burnt offerings Thou wilt not delight. 


A sacrifice for God is a troubled spirit: 
A broken and contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise. 


Deal kindly, O Lord, in Thy good will with Sion: 
That the wails of Jerusalem may be built up. 


Then shalt thou accept the Sacrifice of Justice— 
Oblations and wholeburnt offerings. 
Then shall they lay alves upon Thine altar. 
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Lesson 19. 


Solomon’s Temple. David had collected great stores 
of gold and silver for the temple, which he had resolved 
to build to the Lord. The heads of the families, also, 
and the princes of the tribes of Israel had promised 
their offerings willingly. Solomon therefore began to 
build the temple, and in seven years he finished it. And 
the priests carried the Ark of the Covenant into the 
temple, and set it in the Holy of Holies. Now the walls 
and floor of the Holy of Holies were covered with pure 
gold, and the Ark was set between two cherubim, whose 
wings covered it. And in the Ark were the two tables 
of stone, on which the Lord had written the law for 
Moses at Sinai. And it came to pass, when the priests 
were come out of the sanctuary, that a cloud filled the 
house of the Lord, and the priests could not stand to 
minister, because of the cloud; for the glory of God had 
filled the house. And God said unto Solomon: ‘‘I have 
haliowed this house, which thou hast built to put My 
name there forever, and Mine eyes and My heart shall 
be there always.’’ 

Solomon’s Fall. When King Solomon grew old, his 
heart was turned away to follow strange gods, and his 
heart was not perfect with the Lord, his God, as was 
the heart of David, his father. And the Lord was angry 
with Solomon, and He said: ‘‘Because thou hast done 
this, and hast not kept My covenant and My precepts, 
T will divide and rend thy kingdom, and I will give it 
to thy servant. Nevertheless, in thy days I will not do 
it, for the sake of David, thy father, but I will rend it 
out of the hand of thy son. Howbeit, I will not take 
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away all the kingdom, but I will give one tribe to thy 
son, for David, My servant’s sake.’’ 

Roboam, Solomon reigned over all Israel forty years, 
and he slept with his fathers, and Roboam, his son, 
reigned in his stead. And in the days of Roboam the 
ten tribes refused to serve the house of David, and made 
Jeroboam king. 

The Kingdom of Israel. The kings of Israel acted 
wickedly in the sight of the Lord, and adored strange 
gods. In those days God raised up men to rebuke the 
kings and the people for their wickedness. We call 
those men prophets, because the Lord showed them the 
future, and gave them power to work great wonders. 
Now, Elias was a prophet in Israel, and to punish the 
king and the people he shut up the heavens, so that there 
was no dew or rain upon the earth. During the famine 
that followed, a widow woman shared her last handful 
of meal and her last drop of oil with him. Elias blessed 
her, and all through the famine the barrel of meal wasted 
not, neither did the cruse of oil fail. When her son 
died, Elias raised him from the dead. On Mount Carmel 
he gathered the king and the people of Israel, and brought 
down fire from heaven to prove that the Lord was God. 
When his time came, he was taken up.alive in a fiery 
chariot to heaven. As he was going up, his mantle fell 
on Eliseus, who also became a great prophet in Israel. 

The Destruction of Samaria. Now, the children of 
Israel continued to offend God. And the Assyrians came 
and besieged Samaria three years, and took it, and ear- 
ried Israel away to Assyria. And the king of Assyria 
brought people from Babylon and other cities, and they 
possessed Samaria, and dwelt therein. 
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Lesson 20. 


The Prophets of Juda. The kings of Juda also dealt 
wickedly, and God sent them prophets to rebuke them 
for their sins. The first of the great prophets is called 
Isaias. He told the people how our Lord would be born 
of a Virgin, and how He would die for our sins. The 
second great prophet was called Jeremias. He lived at 
the time when the king of Babylon came and took Jeru- 
salem, and burned the temple, and carried the people 
away into captivity. 

The Captivity of Babylon. For seventy years, as Jere- 
mias had foretold, the Jews were held in Babylon. God 
sent them two other great prophets to preach to them 
and to comfort them. These two great prophets are 
Ezechiel and Daniel. The four great prophets therefore 
are Isaias, Jeremias, Ezechiel and Daniel. The prophet 
Ezechiel foretold the resurrection of the dead, and Daniel 
prophesied the coming of our Lord after seventy weeks 
of years. 

The Return. After seventy years the Jews were per- 
mitted to go back to Jerusalem, and to build the temple 
again. For many years they lived in peace, and served 
God. They hed no kings of their own, but obeyed for- 
eign rulers. At last one of those rulers tried to make 
the Jews break the law of Moses. But they refused, 
and many of them were put to death. When they could 
bear the persecution no longer, the Machabees; who were 
of the tribe of Levi, gathered the people together, and 
fought against the foreign king, and defeated him. Then 
the Machabees reigned in Jerusalem, until the Romans 
eame, who made Herod king. 
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Summary of Sacred History 
Three Periods. 
IV. From Moses to Saul. 
The Persecution. The Birth of Moses. 
The Ten Plagues. 
The Passover. 
The Exodus. 
The Manna. 
Mount Sinai. 
The Ten Commandments. 
The Old Covenant. The Ark. 
The Forty Years. 
The Prophecy of Balaam. 
The Death of Moses. 
Josue. The Judges. Samuel. 
V. From Saul to the Captivity. 
The Kings. Saul. 
Saul is Rejected. 
David Anointed. Goliath. 
The Death of Saul. 
The Ark in Jerusalem. 
The Redeemer the Son of David. 
Solomon. The Temple. 
Solomon’s Fall. 
The Destruction of Samaria. 
The Prophets of Juda. 
The Captivity of Babylon. 
VI. From the Captivity to Christ. 
The Prophets of the Captivity. 
The Return. The Second Temple. 
The Machabees. 
The Romans. Herod. 
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Lesson 2]. 


Zachary and Elizabeth. There was in the days of 
Herod, king of Judea, a certain priest named Zachary of 
the course of Abia, and his wife was of the daughters of 
Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. And they were 
both just before God, walking in all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord, blameless. And they had 
no child, and they both were well stricken in years. Now 
it came to pass, when he executed the priest’s office 
before God in the order of his course, according to the 
custom of the priesthood, that it feli to his lot to enter 
into the temple of the Lord, to burn incense. And the 
whole multitude of the people were praying without at 
the hour of incense. And there appeared unto him an 
angel of the Lord, standing on the right side of the 
Altar of Incense. And Zachary was troubled when he 
saw him, and fear fell upon him. But the angel said 
unto him: ‘‘Fear not, Zachary, for thy prayer is heard, 
and thy wife Elizabeth shali bear thee a son, and thou 
shalt call his name John. And thou shalt have joy and 
gladness, and many shall rejoice at his birth. For he 
shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink 
neither wine nor strong drink, and he shall be filled 
with the Holy Ghost. And many of the children of 
Israel shall he turn unto the Lord their God. And he 
shall go before Him in the spirit and power of Elias, to 
make ready for the Lord a perfect people.’’ 

The Sign. And Zachary said unto the angel: ‘‘Where- 
by shall I know this, for I am an old man, and my wife is 
well stricken in years?’’ And the angel, answering, said 
verto him: ‘‘I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence 


THE ANNUNCIATION. 
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of God, and J am sent to speak unto thee, and to bring 
thee these good tidings. And, behold, thou shalt be 
dumb and not able to speak, until the day that these 
things shall come to pass, because thou hast not believed 
My words, which shall be fulfilled in their season.’’ 

The Annunciation. Now in the sixth month, the angel 
Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named 
Nazareth, to a Virgin espoused to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David, and the Virgin’s name 
was Mary. And the angel came unto her, and said: 
‘Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with thee, blessed art 
thou amongst women.’’ But when she heard him, she 
was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what 
manner of salutation this might be. And the angel said 
unto her: ‘‘Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found grace 
with God. Behold, thou shalt bring forth a Son, and 
shalt cali His name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall 
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God 
shall give Him the throne of His father, David, and He 
shall reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His 
kingdom there shall be no end.’’ And Mary said unto the 
angel: ‘‘How shall this be, for I know not man?’’ 
And the angel answered and said unto her: ‘‘The 
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Most High shall overshadow thee, wherefore also the 
Holy One, that shall be born of thee, shall be called 
the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, thy cousin, she 
also hath conceived a son in her old age. For no word 
shall be impossible with God.’’ And Mary said: ‘‘Be- 
hold the handmaid of the Lord; be it done unto me ac- 
cording to thy word.’’ And the angel departed from her. 
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Lesson 22. 


The Visitation. And Mary arose in these days and 
went into the hill country with haste, unto a city of Juda, 
and entered into the house of Zachary, and saluted 
Elizabeth. And it came to pass, when Elizabeth heard 
the salutation of Mary, she was filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and she lifted up her voice with a loud cry 
and said: ‘‘Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed 
is the fruit of thy womb, and whenee is this to me, that 
the mother of my Lord should come unto me? For behold, 
as soon as the voice of thy salutation came unto mine ears, 
the babe leaped in my womb for joy. Blessed art thou ~ 
that didst believe, for the things shall be fulfilled that 
have been spoken to thee from the Lord.’’ 

The Canticle Magnificat. And Mary said: 


‘‘My soul doth magnify the Lord; 
And my spirit hath rejoiced in God, my Saviour; 


Because He hath looked down upon the lowliness of 
His handmaid: 

For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call 
me blessed. 


For He that is mighty hath done to me great things; 
And holy is His name. 


And His mercy is unto generation and generation, 
Upon them that fear Him. 


For He hath shewed strength in His arm; 
He hath scattered the proud in the conceit of their heart. 


He hath put down the mighty from their throne, 
And hath lifted up them that are lowly. 
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The hungry hath He filled with good things; 
And the rich he hath sent empty away. 


He hath sustained Israel, His servant, 
Being mindful of His mercy, 


As He spake unto our fathers, 
To Abraham and to his seed forever.’’ 


And Mary abode with her about three months, and re 
turned unto her own house. 

The Birth of John. Now Elizabeth’s time was fulfilled, 
and she brought forth a son. And her neighbors and 
her kinsfolk heard that the Lord had magnified His mercy 
towards her; and they rejoiced with her. And it came to 
pass, on the eighth day, that they came to circumcise the 
child; and they were calling him Zachary, after the name 
of his father. And his mother answered, and said: ‘‘Not 
so; but he shall be called John.’’ And they said unto her: 
‘‘There is none of thy kindred that is called by this 
name.’’? And they made signs to his father, what he 
would have him called. And he asked for a writing tab- 
let, and wrote, saying: ‘‘John is his name.’’ And they 
marvelled all. And immediately his mouth was opened, 
and his tongue loosed, and he spake, blessing God. And 
fear came upon all the neighbors, and all these sayings 
were noised abroad, throughout all the hill country of 
Judea. And all they that heard them, laid them up in 
their heart, saying: ‘‘ What think ye, shall this child be?”’ 
For the hand of the Lord was with him. And Zachary, 
his father, was filled with the Holy Ghost, and he prophe- 
sied, saying: 

‘‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel 
Because He hath visited and wrought the redemption of 
His people.’’ 


THE ANGEL AND THE SHEPHERDS. 
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Lesson 238. 


The Nativity. And it came to pass in these days, there 
went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the 
world should be enrolled. This first enrollment was made 
by Cyrinus, governor of Syria. And all went to enrol! 
themselves, every one to his own city. And Joseph also 
went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into 
Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and family of David, to enroll 
himself with Mary, his espoused wife, who was with child. 
And it came to pass, while they were there, her days were 
fulfilled that she should be delivered. And she brought 
forth her first-born Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid Him in the manger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn. And there were shepherds in 
the same country, abiding in the field, and keeping the 
night watches over their flock. And behold an angel of 
the ord stood by them and the glory of God shone 
round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the 
angel said unto them: ‘‘Be not afraid: for behold, I bring 
you tidings of great joy, which shall be to all the people; 
for there is born to you this day, in the City of David, a 
Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. And this is the sign 
unto you: ye shall find the Babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, and lying in a manger.’’ And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God, and saying: 


‘Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace to men of good will.’’ 


And it came to pass, when the angels went away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another: 
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‘‘Let us go over even unto Bethlehem, and see this saying 
that is come to pass.’’ And they came, and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the Babe, lying in the manger. 
And when eight days were fulfilled for cireumcising 
the Child, His name was called Jesus, which was so 
called by the angel before He was conceived in the womb. 

The Purification. When the days of her Purification 
were fulfilled, they brought Him to Jerusalem, to pre- 
sent Him to the Lord, and to offer a sacrifice, a pair of 
turtle doves, or two young pigeons. And behold there 
was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon. And 
when His parents brought in the Child he also received 
Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said: 


‘‘Now lettest Thou Thy servant depart, O Lord, 
According to Thy word in peace, 
For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, 
Which Thou hast prepared before the face of all 
peoples. 
A light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
And the glory of Thy people, Israel.’’ 


And His father and His mother were marvelling at 
these things, which were spoken concerning Him. And 
Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary, His mother: 
“‘Behold this Child is set for the falling and rising up 
of many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be spoken 
against. And through thine own soul a sword shall 
pierce, that thoughts out of many hearts may be re- 
vealed.’? And there was one Anna, a prophetess. She 
was of great age, and she had been a widow even for four 
score and four years. She, too, coming up at that very 
hour, confessed to the Lord, and spake of Him to all 
that were looking for the redemption of Israel. 
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Gloria in Excelsis. 


Glory be to God on high: 
And on earth peace to men of good will. 


We praise Thee: 
We bless Thee: 
We worship Thee: 
We glorify Thee: 
We give Thee thanks for Thy great glory. 


O Lord God, Heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
O .ord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father. 


Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
Have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
Receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of the Father, 
Have mercy upon us. 


For Thou only art holy: 
Thou only art the Lord: 
Thou only art most high, O Jesus Christ: 
With the Holy Ghost, in the glory of God, the Father. 
Amen. 
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2+4 Lesson. 


The Wise Men, Now when Jesus was born in Bethle- 
hem of Judea in the days of Herod, the king, behold, 
there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying: 
‘“Where is He that is born King of the Jews? For we saw 
His star in the east, and are come to adore Him.’’ And 
when Herod, the king, heard it he was troubled, and al! 
Jerusalem with him. And assembling all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Christ should be born. But they said unto him: ‘‘In Beth- 
lehem of Juda, for thus it is written by the prophet: 


‘And thou Bethlehem, land of Juda, 

Art in no wise least amongst the princes of Juda; 
For out of thee shall come a ruler, 

Who shall rule My people Israel.’ ’’ 


Then Herod privately called the wise men, and learned 
of them carefully the time of the star that appeared to 
them. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said: ‘‘Go 
and inquire carefully concerning the Child; and when ye 
have found Him, bring me word, that I also may come and 
adore Ilim.’’ And they, having heard the king, went 
their way; and behold, the star which they saw in the east 
went before them, till it came and stood over where the 
Child was. And when they saw the star, they rejoiced with 
exceeding great joy. And they came into the house and 
found the Child with Mary Lis mother; and falling down 
they adored Him; and, opening their treasures, they 
offered unto Him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
And being warned by God in a dream, that they should 
not return to Ilerod, they went back into their own coun- 
try another way. 
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The Flight Into Egypt. And when they were departed, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream, saying: ‘‘Arise and take the Child and His 
mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I 
teil thee: for it will come to pass that Herod will seek the 
Child to destroy Him.’’ And he arose and took the Child 
and His mother by night, and retired into Egypt; and he 
was there until the death of Herod; that it might be ful- 
filled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 
saying: ‘‘Out of Egypt have I called My Son.’’ Then 
Herod, seeing that he was mocked by the wise men, was 
exceeding wroth, and he sent and slew all the male chil- 
dren that were in Bethlehem, and in all the borders there- 
of, from two years and under, according to the time which 
he had earefully learned of the wise men. Then was ful- 
filled that which was spoken by Jeremias, the prophet, 
saying: 

‘‘A voice was heard in Rama, 
Weeping and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children, 
And she would not be comforted, 
Because they are not.’’ 


The Return. But when Herod was dead, behold, an an- 
gel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 
saying: ‘‘Arise and take the Child and His mother, and 
go into the land of Israel; for they are dead that sought 
the Child’s hie.’’? And he arose and took the Child and His 
mother, and came into the land of Israel. But when he 
heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in the 
room of his father, Herod, he was afraid to go thither; 
and being warned by God in a dream, he retired into the 
parts of Galilee, and dwelt in a city called Nazareth. 
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Catechism VIII. 


Q. Did any of the three Divine Persons become man? 

A. God the Son, the second Person of the Blessed 
Trinity, became man. 

Q. How was the Son of God made man? 

A. The Son of God was conceived and made man by 
the power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. 

Q. What is the name of God the Son made man? 

A. The name of God the Son made man is Jesus Christ. 

Q. Who is Jesus Christ? 

A. Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the second Person 
of the Blessed Trinity, true God and true man. 

Q. Why is Jesus Christ true God? 

A. Jesus Christ is true God because He is the true 
and only Son of God the Father. 

Q. Why is Jesus Christ true man? 

A. Jesus Christ is true man because He is the Son of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and has a body and soul like 
ours. 

Q. Was Jesus Christ always God? 

A. Jesus Christ was always God, as he is the second 
Person of the Blessed Trinity, equal to His Father from 
all eternity. 

Q. Was Jesus Christ always man? 

A. Jesus Christ was not always man, but became man 
at the time of His Incarnation. 

Q. What do you mean by the Incarnation? 

A. By the Incarnation I mean that the Son of God wa: 
made man. 

Q. Why was the Son of God made man? 

A. The Son of God was made man to save us. 
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Q. How many natures are there in Jesus Christ? 

A. In Jesus Christ there are two natures, the nature 
of God and the nature of man. 

Q. Is Jesus Christ more than one person? 

A. No, Jesus Christ is but one Divine Person. 

Q. On what day was the Son of God conceived and 
made man? 

A. The Son of God was conceived and made man on 
Annunciation day—the day on which the Angel Gabriel 
announced to the Blessed Virgin Mary that she was to 
be the Mother of God. 

Q. On what day was Christ born? 

A. Christ was born on Christmas day in a stable at 
Bethlehem, over nineteen hundred years ago. 

Q. Who is the Mother of Jesus Christ? 

A. The Blessed Virgin Mary is the Mother of Jesus 
Christ. 

Q. Is the Blessed Virgin Mary truly the Mother of 
God? 

A. The Blessed Virgin Mary is truly the Mother of 
God, because the same Divine Person who is the Son of 
God is also the Son of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Q. How long did Christ live on earth? 

A. Christ lived on earth about thirty-three years, and 
led a most holy life in poverty and suffering. 

Q. Why did Christ live so long on earth? 

A. Christ lived so long on earth to show us the way tc 
heaven by His teachings and example. 
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Lesson 25. 


The Finding in the Temple. And the Child grew and 
waxed strong, full of wisdom, and the grace of God was 
in Him. And His parents went every year to Jerusa- 
lem at the feast of the Passover. And when He was 
twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the 
custom of the feast; and when they had fulfilled the days, 
as they were returning, the Child Jesus tarried behind 
in Jerusalem, and His parents knew it not; but supposing 
Him to be in the company, they went a day’s journey; and 
they sought for Him among their kinsfolk and acquaint- 
ance; and when they found Him not, they returned to 
Jerusalem, seeking for Him. And it came to pass, after 
three days, they found-Him in the temple, sitting in the 
midst of the. teachers, hearing them and asking them 
questions: and all that heard Him were amazed at His 
wisdom and His answers. And when they saw Him, they 
were astonished; and His mother said unto Him: ‘‘Son, 
why didst Thou treat us thus? Behold Thy father and 
I have sought Thee sorrowing.’’ And He said unto them: 
‘‘How is it that ye sought Me? Wist ye not that I must 
be about My Father’s business?’’ And they understood 
not the saying that He spake unto them. And He went 
down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was sub- 
ject unto them. And His mother kept all these sayings 
in her heart. And Jesus advanced in wisdom, and age, 
and grace with God and men. 

The Hidden Life. From His twelfth to His thirtieth 
year our Lord’s life is hidden from us. He dwelt at 
Nazareth, and worked as a carpenter with His foster- 
father, St. Joseph. We call the household at Nazareth 
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the Holy family. Jesus, Mary and Joseph lived together 
in peace and holiness. Though our Lord was king of 
heaven and earth, He was subject to His parents in or- 
der that we might follow His example, and honor our 
father and mother as He commands us. St. Joseph 
died before our Lord began His public life. We call 
St. Joseph the patron of a happy death, because our Lord 
and His blessed mother were with him when he died. 
We should often pray that our death may be like his, and 
it is a good custom every night to say the prayer: ‘‘Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph assist me in my last agony.’’ 

The Divisions of the Holy Land. When our Lord’s pub- 
lic life began, the Holy Land west of the Jordan was 
divided into three provinces. Galilee was in the north, 
Samaria in the middle, and Judea in the south. The 
country east of the Jordan was called Beyond Jordan. 
The Romans held Judea and Samaria, and the Roman 
governor was called Pontius Pilate. Herod, son of King 
Herod who slew the children at Bethlehem, ruled over 
Galilee and Beyond Jordan. There were two great parties 
among the Jews, the Pharisees and Saducees. The Phari- 
sees were opposed to the Romans, and they pretended to 
be very religious. The Saducees had very little religion, 
and only thought of getting on well in the world. 

The Public Life. Our Lord’s public life lasted a little 
more than three years. These years are not counted 
from January, but from Passover to Passover. The Pass- 
over feast was kept in memory of the deliverance from 
Egypt, and corresponds to our Easter. The time before 
the first Passover may be called the Period of Manifesta- 
tion, because our Lord was then manifesting Himself for 
the first time to the world. 
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The Life of Our Lord. 


The Infancy and Hidden Life. 
J. 
Zachary and Elizabeth. 
The Vision of the Angel. The Sign. 
The Annunciation. 
The Visitation. The Magnificat. 
The Birth of John. The Benedictus. 
1a 
The Census. The Journey to Bethlehem. 
The Stable. The Nativity. 
The Angel and the Shepherds. 
The Gloria in Exceisis. The Shepherds at the Crib. 
The Circumcision. 
LTT set 
The Purification. The Nune Dimittis. 
The Prophecy of Simeon. 
Anna, the Prophetess. 
IV. 
The Star in the East. The Wisemen at Jerusalem. 
The Journey to Bethlehem. The Three Gifts. 
The Warning Dream. The Departure. 
The Dream of Joseph. The Flight Into Egypt. 
The Massacre of the Innocents. 


ivi 
The Death of Herod. 
The Return. 
Nazareth. 

VI. 


The Passover. 

The Losing of the Child. 
The Finding in the Temple. 
The Hidden Life. 


YT 
Lesson 26. 


The Preaching of John the Baptist. When Jesus was 
about thirty years of age, the word of the Lord came to 
John, the son of Zachary, in the wilderness. And _ he 
came into the country about the Jordan, preaching and 
saying: ‘‘Do penance, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.’’ For this is he that was spoken of by Isaias the 
prophet, saying: 

‘‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord. 
Make His paths straight.’’ 


Now John himself had his raiment of camel’s hair, and 
a leathern girdle about his loins; and his food was locusts 
and wild honey. 

Then went out unto him Jerusalem, and ail Judea, 
and all the region round about the Jordan; and they 
. were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their 
sins. And John said: - ‘‘I indeed baptize you in water 
unto penance; but He that shall come after me, is mightier 
than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear; He shall 
baptize you in the Holy Ghost and fire; and His winnow- 
ing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly cleanse 
His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into 
the garner, but the chaff He will burn up with unquench- 
able fire.’’ 

The Baptism of Christ. Then cometh Jesus from Galilee 
to the Jordan, unto John, to be baptized by him. But 
John stayed Him, saying: ‘‘I ought to be baptized by 
Thee, and comest Thou to me?’’ And Jesus answering, 
said unto him: ‘‘Suffer it now: for thus it becometh us 
to fulfill all justice.’’ Then he suffered Him. And Jesus, 
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when He was baptized, went up straightway from the 
water; and behold, the heavens were opened unto Him, 
And He saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and 
coming upon Him; and lo, a voice from heaven, saying: 
‘“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’’ 

The Temptation. Then was Jesus led up by the 
spirit into the wilderness, to be tempted by the devil. 
And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He 
afterwards hungered. And the tempter came and said 
unto Him: *‘If Thou art the Son of God, command that 
these stones become bread.’’ But He answered and said: 
‘It is written, ‘Man doth not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.’ ’’ 
Then the devil took Him up into the Holy City; and he 
set Him upon the pinnacle of the temple, and saith unto 
Him: ‘‘If Thou art the Son of God, east Thyself down: 
for it is written, 


‘« “He hath given His angels charge concerning Thee: 
And in their hands they shall bear Thee up, 
Lest perhaps Thou dash Thy foot against a stone.’ ”’ 


Jesus said unto him: ‘‘It is written again, ‘Thou shalt 
not tempt the Lord, thy God.’’’ Again the devi. took 
Him up into an exceeding high mountain, and showed 
Him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 
and he said unto Him: ‘‘AIl these will I give Thee, if 
Thou wilt fall down and adore me.’’ Then saith Jesus 
unto him: ‘‘Begone, Satan, for it is written, ‘Thou shalt 
adore the Lord, thy God, and Him only shalt thou 
serve.’’’? Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels 
came and ministered unto Him. 
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Lesson 27. 


The Witness of John. The Jews sent priests from Jeru- 
salem to John to ask him: ‘‘Who art thou?’’ And he 
said: ‘“‘I am not the Christ. I baptize with water: One 
standeth in the midst of you whom ye know not, the 
latchet of whose shoe I am not worthy to unloose.’’ On 
the morrew he seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith: 
**Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him that taketh away 
the sin of the world! I have borne witness that this is the 
Son of God.’’ 

The Marriage at Cana. Now some of the disciples of 
John followed Jesus. And the third day there was a 
marriage at Cana of Galilee. And the mother of Jesus was 
there: and Jesus was also invited, and His disciples, to 
the marriage. And when the wine failed, the mother of 
Jesus saith unto Him: ‘‘They have no wine.’’ And He 
saith unto her: ‘*‘Woman, what is that to Me and to 
thee? Mine hour has not yet come.’’ His mother saith 
unto the servants: ‘‘Whatsoever He shall say unto you, 
do it.’’ Now there were six water pots of stone set there, 
containing two or three measures apiece. Jesus saith unto 
the servants: ‘‘Fill the water pots with water.’’ And 
they filled them up to the brim. And He saith unto them: 
‘“‘Draw out now, and bear vnto the ruler of the feast.’’ 
And they bare it. And when the ruler of the feast had 
tasted the water that was made wine, and knew not 
whence it was, he called the bridegroom, and saith unto 
him: ‘‘Every man setteth on first the good wine; and 
when men have drunk freely, then that which is worse; 
but thou hast kept the good wine until now.”’ 

The First Passover. At the feast of the Passover, Jesus 
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went up to Jerusalem. And He found in the temple those 
that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the money- 
changers sitting: and He made a scourge of small cords, 
and cast all out of the temple, both the sheep and the 
oxen; and He poured cut the money of the changers, and 
their tables He overthrew; and unto them that sold the 
doves He said: ‘‘Take these things hence, and make not 
My Father’s house a house of traffic.’’ 

The Imprisonment of John. Now John the Baptist was 
beyond the Jordan baptizing and preaching to the peo- 
ple. But. Herod the Tetrarch, when he was reproved by 
him, for all the evils which Herod had done, added 
this also above all, that he shut up John in prison. When 
Jesus heard that John was delivered up, He left Judea, 
and departed again into Galilee. 

The Ruler’s Son. And Jesus came unto Cana. And there 
was a certain ruler, whose son was sick at Capharnaum. 
When He heard that Jesus was come out of Judea into 
Galilee, he went unto Him, and besought Him to come 
down, and heal his son, for he was at the point of death. 
Jesus, therefore, said unto him: ‘‘Unless ye see signs and 
wonders, ye do not believe.’’ The ruler saith unto Him: 
‘‘Lord, come down ere my child die.’’ Jesus saith unto 
him: ‘‘Go thy way, thy son liveth.’’ The man believed 
the word that Jesus spake unto him, and he went his way. 
And as he was going down, his servants met him, and 
told him, saying, that his son lived. So he inquired of 
them the hour when he began to grow better. They said 
unto him: ‘‘ Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left 
him.’’ So the father knew that it was the same hour 
that Jesus said unto him: ‘‘Thy son liveth.’? And he 
himself believed, and his whole house. 
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Jesus Is God. 


Jesus is God! The solid earth, 
The ocean broad and bright, 

The countless stars, like golden dust, 
That strew the skies at night, 

The wheeling storm, the dreadful fire, 
The pleasant, wholesome air, 

The summer’s sun, the winter’s frosts 
His own creations were. 


Jesus is God! The glorious bands 
Of golden angels sing 

Songs of adoring praise to Him, 
Their Maker and their King. 

He was true God in Bethlehem’s crib, 
On Calvary’s cross true God, 

He who in heaven eternal reigned, 
In time on earth abode. 


Jesus is God! There never was 
A time when He was not: 
Boundless, eternal, merciful, 
The Word the Sire begot! 
Backward our thoughts thro’ ages stretch, 
Onward through endless bliss,— 
For there are two eternities, 
And both alike are His. 


OUR LORD HEALS THE SICK. 
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Lesson 28. 


The Second Passover. From that time Jesus began to 
preach, and to say: ‘‘Do penance, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.’’ And He went about in all Galilee, 
preaching the Gospel of the kingdom, and healing all 
manner of disease and all manner of sickness among the 
people. After these things there was a feast of the 
Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is in 
Jerusalem a pool called Bethsaida or Bethesda, having 
five porches. In these lay a great multitude of sick folk, 
blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water: 
for an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons 
into the pool, and the water was moved. And whoever 
went first into the pool after the motion of the water, was 
healed of his disease. And a certain man was there, who 
had been eight and thirty years in his infirmity. When 
Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that ne had 
been now a long time in that case, He said unto him: 
‘‘Dost thou wish to be made whole?’’ The sick man an- 
swered Him: ‘“‘Sir, I have no man, when the water is 
troubled, to put me into the pool: for while I am coming, 
another goeth down before me.’’ Jesus saith unto him: 
‘* Arise, take up thy bed, and walk.’’ And straightway the 
man was made whole, and took up his bed and walked. 
Now it was the Sabbath on that day. The Jews, therefore, 
persecuted Jesus, because He did these works on the Sab- 
bath day, and took counsel how they might destroy Him. 
And when Jesus heard it, He withdrew from thence to 
the sea of Galilee. 

The Twelve Apostles. And it came to pass in those 
days that He went out into the mountain to pray; and 
He passed the whole night in the prayer of God. And 
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when it was day, He called His disciples; and He chose 
from them twelve, whom also He named Apostles; Simon, 
whom He named Peter, and Andrew his brother, James 
and John, Philip and Bartholomew, Matthew and 'Thomas, 
James the son of Alpheus, and Simon who is called the 
Zealot, Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot who 
was the traitor. 

The Sermon on the Mount. Now great multitudes fol- 
lowed Him, and seeing them, He went up into the moun- 
tain: and when He had sat down, His disciples came unto 
Him: and He opened His mouth and taught them, saying: 

“‘Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the king- 
dom of heaven. 

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be com- 
forted. 

Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after justice: 
for they shall be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 

Blessed are the clean of heart: for they shall see God. 

Blessed are the peace-makers: for they shall be called 
sons of God. 

Blessed are they that suffer persecution for justice’ 
sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are ye when men shall revile you, and perse-. 
eute you, and speak all manner of evil against you 
falsely, for My sake; rejoice, and be exceeding glad: 
for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they 
the prophets before you.’’ 

And it came to pass when Jesus ended these words, 
the people were amazed at His teaching: for He was 
teaching them as one having authority, and not as their 
scribes and Pharisees. 


HEAD OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 
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Lesson 29. 


The Death of John. Now Herod kept John in prison. 
But on Herod’s birthday, the daughter of Herodias danced 
in the midst, and pieased Herod. Whereupon he promised 
with an oath, to give her whatsoever she should ask of 
him. And she, being before instructed by her mother, 
saith: ‘‘Give me here the head of John the Baptist in a 
dish.’? And the king was stricken sad; nevertheless, for 
the sake of the oath, and for them that sat with him at 
meat, he commanded it to be given; and he sent, and be- 
headed John in the prison. And his head was brought 
in a dish, and given to the damsel; and she brought it to 
her mother. And His disciples came, and took up the 
body, ana buried it; and they went and told Jesus. 

The First Multiplication of the Loaves. After these 
things Jesus went away in a boat to a desert place apart; 
and when the multitudes heard thereof, they followed Him 
on foot out of the cities. And he went up into a mountain, 
and there He sat with His disciples. Now, the Passover 
was at hand. And when He saw the multitudes, He had 
compassion on them, and healed their sick. And when 
it was even, His disciples came to Him, saying: ‘‘The 
place is a desert, and the hour is already past; send the 
multitudes away, that they may go into the villages, and 
buy themselves food.’’ But Jesus said unto them: ‘‘They 
need not depart; give ye them to eat.’’ They answered 
him: ‘‘We have here but five loaves and two fishes.”’ 
And He sgaith unto them: ‘“‘Bring them hither to 
Me.’? And when He had commanded the multitudes 
to sit down on the grass, He took the five loaves and 
two fishes, and looking up to heaven, He blessed, and 
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brake, and gave the loaves to the disciples, and the 
disciples gave them to the multitudes. And they did all 
eat, and were filled, and they took up the leavings, 
twelve baskets full of the broken pieces. And the number 
of them that did eat were five thousand men, besides 
women and cihldren. When, therefore, the people saw 
this miracle, they said: ‘‘Of a truth this is the Prophet 
that is to come into the world.’’ And they wished to 
take Him by force, and make Him king. 

The Promise of the Eucharist. The next day Jesus said 
to the multitudes: ‘‘Ye seek Me because ye ate the loaves, 
and were filled. Work not for the meat which perisheth, 
but for the meat which endureth unto everlasting life. I 
am the bread of life. Your fathers did eat the manna in 
the wilderness, and they died. I am the living bread 
which came down from heaven, if any man eat of this 
bread, he shali live forever; and the bread which I will 
give is My flesh, for the life of the world.”’ 

~The Jews, therefore, strove with one another, saying: 
‘“‘How can this man give us His flesh to eat?’’ Jesus, 
therefore, said unto them: ‘‘Amen, amen, I say unto 
you, Unless ye eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink 
His blood, ye shall not have life in you. He that eateth 
My flesh and drinketh My blood, hath life everlasting, 
and I will raise him up at the last day. For My flesh 
is meat indeed, and My blood is drink indeed. He that 
eateth My flesh and drinketh My blood, abideth in Me, 
and I in him. As the living Father sent Me, and I live 
by the Father, so he that eateth Me, the same shall live 
by Me. This is the bread which came down from heaven. 
Not as your fathers did eat the manna, and died; he that 
eateth this bread shall live forever.’’ These things said 
He, as He taught in the synagogue in Capharnaum, 
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Sweet Sacrament. 
fesus, my Lord, my God, my all! 
How can I love Thee as I ought? 
And how revere this wondrous gift, 
So far surpassing hope or thought: 


Refrain. 


Sweet Sacrament! we Thee adore, 
O make us love Thee, more and more, 


Had I but Mary’s sinless heart, 
To love Thee with, my dearest King, 
O with what bursts of fervent praise 
Thy goodness, Jesus, would I sing! 


Refrain. 
O see! within a creature’s hand 
The vast Creator deigns to be, 
Reposing, infant-like, as though 
On Joseph’s arm, or Mary’s knee! 
Refrain. 


The Body, Soul, and Godhead, all! 
O mystery of love divine!— 
I cannot compass all I have, 
For all Thou hast and art are mine! 
Refrain 
Sound, sound His praises higher still, 
And come, ye angels, to our aid, 
‘Tis God! ’tis God! the very God, 
Whose pow’r both men and angels made! 
Refrain. 
O earth, grow flow’rs beneath His feet, 
And thou, O sun, shine bright this day! 
He comes! He comes! O Heav’n on earth! 
Our Jesus comes upon His way! 
Refrain. 


113 


— 


Lesson 30. 


The Third Passover. The Primacy. Our Lord did not 
go to Jerusalem for the Passover, because the Jews sought 
to kill Him. Even in Galilee He was not safe, and He 
withdrew into the loneliest parts of the country. Now 
when He came into the parts of Caesarea Philippi, He 
asked His disciples, saying: ‘‘Who say men that the Son 
of man is?’’ But they said: ‘‘Some say John the Baptist ; 
some, Elias; and others Jeremias, or one of the prophets.’’ 
Jesus saith unto them: ‘‘But who say ye that I am?’’ 
Simon Peter answered: ‘‘Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.’’ And Jesus answered and said unto 
him: ‘‘Blessed art thou, Simon Bar Jona: because flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father 
who is in heaven. And I say unto thee, that thou art 
Peter, and upon this Rock will I build My Church; and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And unto 
thee will I give the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and 
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound also 
in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall 
be loosed also in heaven.’’ Then charged He the disciples 
that they should tell no man that He was Jesus the Christ. 

First Prophecy of the Passion. From that time began 
Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that He must go 
unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders, 
and scribes, and chief priests, and be killed, and rise again 
the third day. Then Jesus said unto His disciples: ‘‘If 
any man would come after Me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whosoever 
would save his life shall lose it, and whosoever shall lose 
his life for My sake shall find it. For what doth it profit 4 
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man if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 
For the Son of man shall come in the glory of His Father 
with His angels; and then shall He render unto every man 
according to his works.’’ 

Transfiguration. And after six days, Jesus taketh 
Peter, and James, and John his brother, and bringeth 
them into a high mountain apart. And He was trans- 
figured before them. And His face did shine as the sun. 
and His garments became white as snow. And, behold, 
there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with 
Him. And Peter answered and said unto Jesus: ‘‘Lord, 
it is good for us to be here: if Thou wilt, let us make 
here three tabernacles, one for Thee, and one for Moses, 
and one for Elias.’’ While he was yet speaking, behold, 
a bright cloud overshadowed them: and, lo, a voice out 
of the cloud, saying: ‘‘This is My beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased; hear ye Him.’’ And when the disci- 
ples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid. 
And Jesus came and touched them, and said unto them: 
‘Arise, and be not afraid.’’ And lifting up their eyes, 
they saw no man, save Jesus only. And as they were 
coming down from the mountain, Jesus charged them, 
saying: ‘‘Tell the vision to no man, till the Son of man 
be risen from the dead.”’ ' 

Second Prophecy of the Passion. And while they abode 
in Galilee, Jesus said unto them: ‘‘The Son of man shall 
be betrayed into the hands of men, and they shall kili 
Him, and the third day He shall rise again,’? And they 
were stricken sad. 
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Lesson Sl. 


The Lord’s Prayer. And it came to pass, as He was 
praying in a certain place, that when He ceased, one 
of His disciples said unto Him: ‘‘Lord, teach us to pray, 
even as John also taught His disciples.’’ And He said 
unto them: ‘‘After this manner, therefore, shall ye pray: 
“‘Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and for- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil, Amen. 

‘‘For if ye forgive men their offenses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you your offenses, but if ye for- 
give not men, neither will your Father forgive you your 
oifenses. 

‘‘Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: for every 
one that asketh, receiveth; and he that seeketh, find- 
eth; and to him that knocketh, it shall be opened. Or 
what man is there of you, who, if his son shall ask him 
for a loaf, will offer him a stone; or if he shall ask for a 
fish, will offer him a serpent? If ye, then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your children, how 
much more shall your Father, who is in heaven, give 
good things to them that ask Him?’’ 

‘Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where 
the rust and moth doth consume, and where thieves break 
through and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where neither rust nor moth doth consume, 
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and where thieves do not break through nor steal: for 
where thy treasure is, there is thy heart also.’’ 

‘‘No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate 
the one, and love the other; or else he will uphold the one, 
and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and Mam- 
mon. Therefore, I say unto you: Be not anxious for your 
life, what ye shall eat; nor yet for your body, what ye 
shall put on. Is not the life more than the food, and the 
body more than the raiment? Behold the birds of the air, 
for they sow not, neither do they spin, nor gather into 
barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are not 
ye of much more value than they? And which of you 
by anxious thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 
And why are ye anxious concerning raiment? Consider 
the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, nei- 
ther do they spin; yet I say unto you, that even Solo- 
jmon in all his glory was not arrayed as one of these. 
But if God doth so clothe the grass of the field, which 
to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, how much 
more you, O ye of little faith? Be not therefore anx- 
ious, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? 
or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? For after all these 
things do the heathen seek; for your Father knoweth 
that ye have need of all these things. Therefore, seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, and His justice; and all 
these things shall be added unto you. Be not therefore 
anxious for the morrow; for the morrow will be anxious 
for itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.’’ 
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The Public Life. 


The Manifestations. 


The Preaching of John the Baptist. 
The Baptism of Christ. 

The Fast of Forty Days. 

The Temptation. 

The Witness of John. 

The First Disciples. 

The Marriage of Cana. 


The First Year. 


The First Passover. 

The Cleansing of the Temple. 
John in Prison. 

The Ruler’s Son. 


The Second Year. 


The Third 


The Second Passover. 

The Pool of Bethesda. 

The Choosing of the Twelve Apostles. 
The Sermon on the Mount. 

The Death of John the Baptist. 

The First Multiplication of the Loaves. 
The Promise of the Eucharist. 

Year. 

The Third Passover. 

The Primacy of Peter. 

The First Prophecy of the Passion. 
The Transfiguration. 

The Second Prophecy of the Passion. 
The Lord’s Prayer. 

The Warning Against Covetousness. 
The Warning Against Worldly Care. 
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Lesson 32. 


Palm Sunday. And when they drew nigh unto Jeru- 
salem, and came unto Béthphage, unto the Mount of 
Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying unto them: 
‘*Go into the village that is over against you, and straight- 
way ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose 
them, and bring them unto Me. And if any one say 
aught unto you, say ye that the Lord hath need of them; 
and straightway he will send them.’’ Now all this was 
done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
the prophet, saying: 

‘*Say ye unto the daughter of Sion, 

Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, 

Meek, and riding upon an ass, 

And upon a colt the foal of her that is used to the 
yoke.”’ 

And the disciples went, and did what Jesus com- 
manded them, and brought the ass, and the colt, and 
laid their garments upon them; and they set Him 
thereon. And the greater part of the multitude spread 
their garments in the way; and others cut branches from 
the trees, and strewed them in the way. And the multi- 
tudes that went before Him, and that followed, cried, 
saying: 

‘‘Hosanna to the Son of David: 
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord; 
Hosanna in the highest.’’ 

And some of the Pharisees from the multitude said 
unto Him: ‘*Master, rebuke Thy disciples.’” And He 
said unto them: ‘‘I tell you that, if these shall hold 
their peace, the stones will cry out.”’ 
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And when He had entered into Jerusalem, all the city 
was stirred, saying: ‘‘Who is this?’’ And the multitudes 
said: ‘‘This is Jesus, the Prophet of Nazareth in Gali- 
lee.’? And Jesus entered the Temple of God. And the 
blind and the lame came to Him in the Temple: and He 
healed them. And He went out of the city. 

Monday. The Second Cleansing. And He came 
to Jerusalem, and entered into the Temple of God, and 
east out all of them that bought and sold in the Temple, 
and the tables of the money changers, and the seats of 
them that sold doves, He overthrew. And He saith unto 
them: ‘‘It is written: ‘My house shall be called a 
house of prayer’: but ye have made it a den of thieves.”’ 
And when the chief priests and the scribes heard it, they 
sought how they might destroy Him: for they feared 
Him. because all the multitude was in admiration at His 
teaching. And when evening came, He went forth out 
of the city. 

Tuesday. The Great Commandment. And in the 
morning they came to the city, and a lawyer asked Him 
a question, tempting Him: ‘‘Master, which is the great 
commandment of the law?’’ Jesus said unto him: ‘‘Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the greatest 
and the first commandment. And the second is like unto 
this: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these 
two commandments the whole law hangeth, and the 
prophets.’’ And no man after that durst ask Him any 
question. 
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Lesson 33. 


Tuesday. The Last Judgment. And Jesus said unto 
His disciples: ‘‘When the Son of Man shall come in His 
majesty, and all the angels with Him, then shall He sit 
on the throne of His majesty: and before Him shall be 
gathered together all the nations: and He shall separate 
them one from another, as the shepherd separateth the 
sheep from the goats: and He shall set the sheep on His 
right hand, but the goats on His left. Then shall the 
King say unto them on His right hand: ‘‘Come, ye 
blessed of My Father, possess the kingdom prepared for 
vou from the foundation of the world: for I was ahun- 
gered, and ye gave Me to eat: I was athirst, and ye gave 
Me to drink: I was a stranger, and ye received Me; 
naked, and ye clothed Me; sick, and ye visited Me: I 
was in prison, and ye came unto Me.’ Then shall the just 
answer Him, saying: ‘‘Lord, when saw we Thee ahun- 
gred, and fed Thee? athirst, and gave Thee to drink? And 
when saw we Thee a stranger, and received Thee? or 
naked, and clothed Thee? Or when saw we Thee sick, 
or in prison, and came unto Thee? And the King shall 
answer and say unto them: ‘Amen, I say unto you, 
inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these My brethren, 
even unto the least, ye did it unto Me.’ 

‘<Then shall He say unto them that shall be on the left 
hand: ‘Depart from Me, ve cursed, into the everlasting 
fire which was prepared for the devil and his angels: 
for I was ahungred, and ye gave Me not to eat: I was 
athirst, and gave Me not to drink: I was a stranger, 
and ye received Me not; naked, and ye clothed Me not; 
sick, and in prison, and ye visited Me not.’ Then shall 
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they also answer Him, saying: ‘Lord, when saw we 
Thee ahungered, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or 
sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto Thee?’ 
Then shall He answer them, saying: ‘Amen I say unto 
you, inasmuch as ye did it not unto one of these least, 
ye did it not unto Me?’ And these shall go into ever- 
lasting punishment: but the just unto life everlasting.’’ 


Wednesday. The Betrayal. And it came to pass, when 
Jesus had finished these words, He said unto His disciples: 
‘‘Ye know that after two days the Passover shall come, 
and the Son of Man shall be betrayed to be crucified.’’ 
Then were gathered together the chief priests, and the 
elders of the people, unto the court of the chief priest, 
who was called Caiphas; and they consulted how they 
might take Jesus by some wile, and kill Him. But they 
said: ‘‘Not during the feast, lest perhaps there should be 
a tumult among the people.’’ 

Then went out one of the twelve, who was called Judas 


Iscariot, unto the chief priests, and said unto them: 
‘“What are ye willing to give me, and I will betray Him 
unto you?’’ And they weighed unto him thirty pieces of 
silver. And from that time he sought opportunity tu 
betray Him. 


Thursday. Passover. Now on the first day of the 
feast of unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, 
saying: ‘‘Where wilt Thou that we make ready for 
Thee to eat the Passover?’’ But Jesus said: ‘‘Go into 
the city to a certain man, and say unto him: ‘The Master 
saith, My time is at hand; at thy house do I keep the 
Passover with My disciples.’’’ And the disciples did 
as Jesus appointed them; and they made ready the Pass- 
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Advent, At Lauds. 


Hark, an awful voice is sounding. 
‘‘Christ is nigh,’’ it seems to say; 

*‘Cast away the works of darkness, 
O, ye children of the day.’’ 


Startled at the solemn warning, 
Let the earth-bound soul arise. 
Christ, our sun, all gloom dispelling, 
Shines upon the morning skies. 


Lo! the Lamb, so long expected, 

Comes with pardon down from Heaven— 
Let us haste with tears of sorrow, 

One and all to be forgiven; 


So when next He comes in glory, 
Wrapping all the earth in fear, 

May He with His mercy shield us, 
May He to forgive draw near. 


To the Father and the Son 
And the Spirit who in heav’n 
Ever witness. Three and One, 
Praise on earth be ever given. 


THE LAST SUPPER. 
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Lesson 34. 


The Last Supper. The Washing of the Feet. Now 
when even was come, He sate down with His twelve 
disciples; and there arose a contention among them, 
which of them seems to be the greater. And He riseth 
from His supper, and layeth aside His garments; and 
He took a towel, and girded Himself. Then He poureth 
water into the basin. and began to wash the disciples’ 
feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith He was 
girded. 

So when He had washed their feet, and taken His gar- 
ments, and sat down again, He said unto them: ‘‘Know 
ye what I have done to you? Ye call Me Master and 
Lord: and ye say well; for soI am. If I then, the Lord 
and Master, have washed your feet, ye also ought to 
wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an exam- 
ple, that ye also should do as I have done to you. Amen. 
amen, I say unto you, the servant is not greater than 
his lord; neither is an apostle greater than He that 
sent him.”’ 

The Eucharist. And as they were at supper, Jesus 
took bread and gave thanks, and blessed, and brake it; 
and gave to His disciples, and said: ‘‘Take ye and eat; 
this is My Body which is given for you; do this for a 
commemoration of Me.’’ And taking the chalice, He gave 
thanks, and gave to them, saying; ‘‘Drink ye all of 
this; for this is My Blood of the New Testament, which 
shall be shed for you and for many unto the remission of 
sins. This do ye as often as ye shall drink for a com- 
memoration of Me.”’ 

The Prophecy of the Denials. And when they had sung 
a hymn, they went forth unto Mount Olivet, and as they 
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went, Jesus said: ‘‘All ye shall be scandalized in Me 
this night.’’ But Peter answered and said unto Him: ‘‘Al- 
though all shall be scandalized in Thee, I will never be 
seandalized.’’ Jesus said unto him: ‘‘Amen, I say unto 
thee, that this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt 
deny Me thrice.’’ Peter saith unto Him: ‘‘Even though 
I should die with Thee, yet will I not deny Thee.’’ Like- 
wise said all the disciples. 

The Garden of Gethsemani. Then came Jesus with 
them into a country place called Gethsemani, and said 
unto His disciples: ‘‘Abide ye here, while I go yonder 
and pray.’’ And He took with Him Peter and the two 
sons of Zebedee, and began to grow sorrowful and to be 
sad. Then saith He unto them: ‘‘My soul is sorrowful 
unto death: stay ye here, and watch with Me.’’ And 
He went forward a little, and fell upon His face, and 
prayed, saying: ‘‘O My Father, if it be possible, let 
this chalice pass away from Me: nevertheless, not as I 
will, but as Thou wilt.’’? And He cometh unto His disci- 
ples, and findeth them sleeping, and He saith unto Peter: 
‘*So ye could not watch one hour with Me? Wateh and 
pray that ye enter not into temptation; the spirit is indeed 
willing, hut the flesh is weak.’’ Again a second time He 
went, and prayed, saying: ‘‘O My Father, if this chalice 
cannot pass away except I drink it, Thy will be done.’’ 
And He cometh again and findeth them sleeping, for 
their eyes were heavy. And He left them, and went again, 
and prayed the third time, saying the selfsame word. 

And there appeared unto Him an angel from heaven, 
strengthening Him. And being in an agony He was pray- 
ing more earnestly; and His sweat became as drops of 
blood, trickling down to the ground. 
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Lesson 3545. 


The Traitor’s Kiss. And lo, Judas, one of the twelve, 
came, and with him a great multitude with swords and 
staves, sent from the chief priests and elders of the 
people. Now, he that betrayed Him gave them a sign, 
saying: ‘‘Whomsoever I shall kiss, that is He: hold 
Him.’’ And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said: 
‘‘Hail, Rabbi’’; and he kissed Him. And Jesus said 
unto him: ‘‘Friend, wherefore art thou come?’’ Jesus 
therefore went forth, and said unto them: ‘‘Whom seek 
ye??? They answered Him: ‘‘Jesus of Nazareth.” 
Jesus said unto them: ‘‘I am He.’’ When therefore 
Tfe said unto them: ‘‘I am He,’’ they went backward, 
and fell to the ground. Avain therefore He asked them: 
‘“Whom seek ye?’’ And they said: ‘‘Jesus of Nazar- 
eth.’’ Jesus answered: ‘‘T told you that I am He: if 
therefore ye seck Me, let these go their way.’’ Then they 
came up, and laid hands on Jesus. 

Before Caiphas. But they held Jesus and brought Him 
to Annas first. And Peter followed Him. And the por- 
tress said to Peter: ‘‘Art thou also one of this man’s dis- 
ciples?’’ But he said: ‘‘I am not.’’ And Annas sent Him 
bound to Caiphas, where the scribes and elders were gath- 
ered together. Now the chief priests and the whole coun- 
cil sought false witness against Jesus, that they might put 
Him to death; and they found it not, though many false 
witnesses came. And last of all came two false witnesses, 
and said: ‘‘This Man said, I am able to destroy the Temple 
of God, and after three days to rebuild it.’? And the High- 
Priest stcod up, and said unto Him: ‘‘Answerest Thou 
nothing to these things which these do witness against 
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Thee?’’ But Jesus held His peace. And the High-Priest 
said unto Him: ‘‘I adjure Thee by the living God, that 
Thou tell us whether Thou be Christ, the Son of God.’’ 
Jesus saith unto Him: ‘‘Thou hast said: nevertheless I say 
unto you, Hereafter ye shall see the Son of man, sitting on 
the right hand of the power of God, and coming in the 
clouds of heaven.’’ Then the High-Priest rent his gar- 
ments, saying: ‘‘He hath spoken blasphemy: what further 
need have we of witnesses? Lo, now ye have heard the 
blasphemy ; how think ye?’’ But they answered and said: 
“‘He is worthy of death.’’ Then did they spit in His face 
and buffet Him, and others smote His face with the palms 
of their hands, saying: ‘‘Prophesy unto us, O Christ, who 
is he that struck Thee?”’ 

The Denials. And as Peter was going out of the gate, 
another maid saw him, and saith unto them that were 
there: ‘‘This man also was with Jesus the Nazarene.’’ 
And again he denied with an oath: ‘‘I know not the 
man.’’ And after a little while they that were standing 
by came and said unto Peter: ‘‘Surely thou also art one 
of them, for even thy speech doth bewray thee.’’ Then 
began he to curse and to swear that he knew not the man. 
And straightway the cock crew. And the Lord turned, 
and looked on Peter. And Peter remembered the word 
of Jesus, which He had said: ‘‘Before the cock crow 
thou shalt deny Me thrice.’? And he went out and wept 
bitterly. 

The Jews Condemn Our Lord. Now when morning was 
come, all the chief priests and elders of the people con- 
sulted together against Jesus to put Him to death: and 
they led Him bound. and delivered Him up to PorNus 
Pilate, the governor. 


‘ELVIId DHOWHA GUYOT Yo 
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Lesson 36. 


The Despair of Judas. Then Judas, who betrayed Him. 
when he saw that He was condemned, repented him, and 
brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests 
and elders, saying: ‘‘I have sinned in that I have betrayed 
innocent blood.’’ But they said: ‘‘What is that to us? 
See thou to it.’’ And he cast down the pieces of silver 
in the Temple, and departed; and he went and hanged 
himself with a halter. But the chief priests took the 
pieces of silver, and said: ‘‘It is not lawful to put them 
into the treasury, because it is the price of blood.’’ And 
they consulted together, and bought with them the Pot- 
ter’s field, to be a burying place for strangers. Where- 
fore that field was called Haceldama, that is, the field of 
blood, even to this day. Then was fulfilled that which 
was spoken by Jeremias, the prophet, saying: ‘‘And 
they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of Him 
that was priced, whom they did price of the children of 
Israel; and they gave them for the Potter’s Field, as the 
Lord did appoint unto me.”’ 

Before Pilate. Now Jesus stood before the governor: 
and the governor asked Him, saying: ‘‘Art Thou the 
King of the Jews?’’ Jesus saith unto Him: ‘‘Thou say- 
est.’? And when He was accused, He answered noth- 
ing. Then saith Pilate unto Him: ‘Hearest Thou not 
how many things they witness against Thee?’’ And He 
gave no answer, not even to one word. so that the 
governor did marvel exceedingly. But they were the more 
urgent, saying: ‘‘He stirreth up the people, teaching 
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee even unto 
this place.’’ But when Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked 
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whether the man were a Galilean. And when he heard 
that he was of Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him unto 
Herod, who himself also was at Jerusalem in those days. 

Before Herod. Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was ex- 
ceeding glad: for he was of a long time desirous to see 
Him, because he had heard many things concerning Him; 
and he hoped to see some sign done by Him. And he 
questioned Him in many words; but He answered Him 
nothing. And the chief priests and the scribes stood, 
vehemently accusing Him. And Herod with his army set 
Him at naught, and mocked Him, and putting a white 
garment on Him, sent Him back to Pilate. 

Barabbas. Now upon the feast the governor was wont 
to release unto the people one prisoner, whom they would. 
And he had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas. And 
Pilate said: ‘‘Whom will ye that I release unto you, 
Barabbas or Jesus?’’ Now while He was sitting in the 
judgment-seat, his wife sent unto him, saying: ‘‘Have 
thou nothing to do with that just man; for I have suf- 
fered many things this day in a dream because of Him.’’ 
Now the chief priests persuaded the people that they 
should ask. for Barabbas. And Pilate said unto them: 
‘What then shall I do with Jesus, that is called Christ?’’ 
They say all: ‘‘let Him be crucified.’”’ 

The Scourging. Then Pilate took water, and washed 
his hands before the people, saying: ‘‘I am innocent of 
the blood of this just man; see ye to it.’’ And all the 
people answered and said: ‘‘His blood be upon us and 
upon our children,’’? Then he released Barabbas, but 
Jesus he scourged. 


THE CROWNING WITH THORNS. 
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Lesson 37. 


The Crown of Thorns. Then the soldiers of the gov- 
ernor took Jesus into the Praetorium, and gathered to- 
gether unto Him the whole band. And they stripped 
Him, and put a scarlet cloak about Him. And _ they 
plaited a crown of thorns, and put it upon His head, and 
a reed in His right hand; and they kneeled down before 
Him, and mocked Him, saying: ‘‘ Hail, King of the Jews!’’ 
And they spat upon Him, and took the reed and smote 
His head. 

Behold the Man. Pilate therefore went out again, and 
saith unto them: ‘‘Behold, I bring Him out to you, that 
ye may know that I find no crime in Him.’’ Jesus there- 
fore came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the 
purple garment. And Pilate saith unto them: ‘‘Behold 
the Man!’’ When therefore the chief priests and their 
servants saw Him, they cried out, saying: ‘‘Crucify 
Him, erucify Him.’’ Pilate saith unto them: ‘‘Take 
Him yourselves, and crucify Him: for I find no crime in 
Him.’’? The Jews answered him: ‘‘We have a law, and 
by that law He ought to die, because He made Himself 
the Son of God.’’ When Pilate therefore heard this say- 
ing, he was the more afraid; and he entered into the 
Praetorium again, and said unto Jesus: ‘‘Whence 
art Thou?’’ But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate 
therefore saith unto Him: ‘‘Speakest Thou not to me? 
Knowest Thou not that I have power to crucify Thee, 
and have power to release Thee?’’ Jesus answered: 
‘“‘Thou wouldst have no power against Me, except it 
were given thee from above: therefore he that deliv- 
ered Me unto thee hath the greater sin.’? Upon this 
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Pilate sought to release Him: but the Jews cried out, 
saying: ‘‘If thou release this man, thou art not Caesar's 
friend: for every one that maketh himself a king op- 
poseth Caesar.’? Now when Pilate had heard these 
words, he brought Jesus out, and sat down on the judg- 
ment-seat. And he saith to the Jews: ‘‘Behold your 
king!’’ But they cried out: ‘‘Away with Him, crucify 
Him!’’ Pilate saith unto them: ‘‘Shall I crucify your 
king?’’ The chief priests answered: ‘‘We have no king 
but Caesar.’’ Then, therefore, he delivered Jesus unto 
them to be crucified. 

The Way of the Cross. Then Pilate’s soldiers took the 
purple cloak off from Him, and put his own garments on 
Him, and led Him away to crucify Him. And He went 
out, bearing the cross for Himself, unto that place which 
is called Calvary, that is to say, The Skull. which is ealled 
in Hebrew, Golgotha. And there were also two others, 
malefactors, led with Him to be put to death. And as 
they went, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name: 
him they compelled to take up His cross. And there fol- 
lowed Him a great multitude of the people, and of women 
who bewailed and lamented Him. But Jesus turning unte 
them said: ‘‘Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for Me, 
but weep for yourselves, and for your children.”’ 

The Crucifixion. And when they were come unto the 
place that is called Calvary, they gave Him wine to drink 
mingled with gall: and when He had tasted it, He would 
not drink. And it was the third hour, and they crucified 
Him. And after they had crucified Him, Jesus said: 
‘‘Father, forgive them ; for they know not what they do.”’ 
Then were two robbers crucified with Him, one on the 
right hand, and one on the left. 
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The Title. And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on tne 
cross. And there was written: ‘‘Jesus of Nazareth, the 
King of the Jews.’’ The chief priests said to Pilate: 
‘Write not, The King of the Jews, but that He said, I 
am the King of the Jews.’’ Pilate answered, ‘‘What I 
have written, I have written.’’ 

His Garments Divided. The soldiers therefore, when 
they had crucified Him, took His garments, and made 
four parts, to every soldier a part; and also the coat: 
now the coat was without seam, woven from the top 
throughout. They said therefore one to another: ‘‘Let 
us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be:’’ 
that the Scripture might be fulfilled, wuich saith: ‘‘They 
have parted my. garments among them. And upon my 
vesture did they cast lots.”’ 

The Mockery. And the soldiers sat and watched Him. 
And they that passed by spake blasphemy against Him, 
wagging their heads, and saying: ‘‘Vah! Thou that 
destroyest the Temple of God, and in three days dost 
rebuild it, save Thine own self: if Thou be the Son of 
God, come down from the ecross.’’. In like manner also 
the chief priests mocking Him, with the scribes and elders, 
were saying: ‘‘He saved others; Himself he cannot 
save. If He be the king of Israel, let Him now come 
down from the cross, and we will believe in Him.’’ 

The Good Thief. And the soldiers also mocked Him, 
coming to Him, and offering Him vinegar, and saying: 
“Tf Thou be the King of the Jews, save Thyself.’’ And 
one of the robbers spake blasphemy against Him, saying: 
‘‘Tf Thou be the Christ, save Thyself and us.’’ But the 
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other answered, and rebuked him, saying: ‘‘Dost thou 
not even fear God, seeing that thou art in the same con- 
demnation? And we indeed justly; for we receive the 
due rewards of our deeds: but this man hath done noth- 
ing amiss.’’ And he said unto Jesus: ‘‘Lord, remember 
me when Thou shalt enter into Thy kingdom.’’ And Jesus 
said unto him: ‘‘Amen, I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou 
be with Me in Paradise.’’ 

Our Lady and St. John. Now there were standing by 
the Cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother’s sister, 
and Mary Magdalen. When therefore: Jesus saw His 
mother, and the disciple standing by, whom He loved, He 
saith unto His mother: ‘‘Woman, behold thy son!’’ 
Then saith He unto the disciple: ‘‘Behold, thy mother.”’ 
And from that hour the disciple took her into his own 
house. 

The Death. Now from the sixth hour there was dark- 
ness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about 
the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying: 
‘*EKh, Eli, lamma sabacthani?’’ that is, ‘‘My God, My 
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?’’ And some that 
stood by, and heard it, said: ‘‘This man ealleth Elias.’’ 
Afterwards Jesus, knowing that all things were now fin- 
ished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said: “‘I 
thirst.’’ And immediately one of them ran, and took a 
sponge, and filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, 
and gave Him to drink. And the others said: ‘‘Let be: 
let us see whether Elias will come to save Him.’’ When 
Jesus therefore had taken the vinegar, He said: “‘It is 
finished.’’ And erying with a loud voice, He said: 
‘‘RMather, into Thy hands I commend My spirit.’’ And 
He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost. 


THE MOTHER OF SORROWS. 
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Lesson 39. 


The Signs. And behold, the veil of the temple was 
rent in twain from the top even unto the bottom; and 
the earth did quake; and the rocks were rent; and the 
tombs were opened; and many bodies of the saints that 
had fallen asleep arose; and they went out of tke tombs 
after His resurrection, and came into the Holy City, and 
appeared to many. Now the centurion, and they that 
were with him watching Jesus, when they saw the earth- 
quake and the things that were done, were sore afraid, 
saying: ‘‘Truly this was the Son of God.’’ And many 
women were there afar off, who had followed Jesus from 
Galilee, ministering unto Him: among whom was Mary 
Magdalen, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, 
and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 

The Piercing of the Side. The Jews, therefore, in order 
that the bodies should not remain on the cross upon the 
Sabbath Day, asked of Pilate that their legs might be 
broken, and that they might be taken away. The soldiers 
therefore came, and brake the legs of the first, and of 
the other who was crucified with Him: but when they 
came to Jesus, and saw that He was dead already, they 
brake not His legs: but one of the soldiers pierced His 
side with a spear, and straightway there came out blood 
and water. Now, these things came to pass, that the 
Seriptures might be fulfilled: ‘‘Ye shall not break a bone 
of Him.’’ And again another Scripture saith: ‘‘They 
shall look on Him whom they pierced.’’ 

The Burial. Now, when it was even, there came a cer- 
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tain rich man of Arimathea, by name of Joseph, who also 
himself was a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate, and 
asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded 
the body to be given up. And there came also Nicodemus, 
he who at the first came to Jesus by night, and he brought 
a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pound 
weight. So they took down the body of Jesus, and bound 
it in linen cloths with the spices, as the custom of the 
Jews is to bury. Now in the place where He was crucified 
there was a garden; and in the garden a new tomb which 
Joseph had hewed out of a rock, wherein was never man 
yet laid. And Joseph laid Jesus in the tomb: and he 
rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb, and went 
his way. And Mary Magdalen and the other Mary were 
sitting over against the sepulcher, and they beheld where 
He was laid. And they returned, and prepared spices 
and ointments. 

The Guard. Now on the morrow, the chief priests and 
the Pharisees were gathered together unto Pilate, say- 
ing: ‘‘Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while 
He was yet living: After three days I will rise again. 
Command therefore that the sepulcher be kept sure until 
the third day, lest perhaps His disciples come and steal 
Him away, and say unto the people, He is risen from 
the dead: and the last error shall be worse than the 
first.’’? Pilate said unto them: ‘‘Ye have a guard; go, 
keep it sure as ye judge best.’’ And they went, and 
made the sepulcher sure, sealing the stone, and setting 
guards. 
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Q. What were the chief sufferings of Jesus Christ? 

A. The chief sufferings of Jesus Christ were a bloody 
sweat, a cruel scourging, the crowning with thorns, the 
carrying of the cross, and the crucifixion. 

Q. What are the chief sufferings of our Lord called? 

A. The chief sufferings of our Lord are called His 
Passion and Death. 

Q. On what day did Christ die? 

A. Christ died on Good Friday. 

Q. Why do we call that day “‘good’’ on which Christ 
died so sorrowful a death? 

A. We eall that day good un which Christ died be- 
cause by His death He showed His great love for man, 
and purchased for him every blessing. 

Q. In what place did Christ die? 

A. Christ died.on Mount Calvary. 

Q. Who was governor of Judea when our Lord died? 

A. Pontius Pilate was the Roman Governor of Judea 
when our Lord died. 

Q. How did Christ die? 

A. Christ was nailed to the cross and died on it be- 
tween two thieves. 

Q. Why did Christ suffer and die? 

A. Christ suffered and died for our sins. 

Q. What lessons do we learn from the sufferings and 
death of Christ? 

A. From the sufferings and death of Christ we learn 
the great evil of sin, the hatred God bears to it, and the 
necessity of satisfying for it. 
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Soul of Jesus. 


Soul of Jesus, make me holy, 
Make me contrite, meek and lowly; 
Soul most stainless, Soul divine, 
Cleanse this sordid soul of mine; 
Hallow this polluted soul, 
Purify it, make it whole; 
Soul of Jesus, hallow me; 

Miserere Domine! 


Save me, Body of my Lord, 
Save a sinner vile, abhorred; 
Sacred Body, wan and worn, 
Bruised and mangled, crushed and torn, 
Pierced hands, and feet, and side, 
Scourged, insulted, crucified ; 
Save me, to the Cross I flee; . 
Miserere Domine! 


Miserere! let me be 

Never parted, Lord, from Thee, 
Guard me from my ruthless foe, 
Save me from eternal woe; © 

In the dreadful judgment day 
Be Thy Cross my hope and stay; 
When the hour of death is near, 
And my spirit faints for fear, 
Call me with Thy voice of love, 
Place me near to Thee above, 
With Thine angel hosts to raise, 
Never ending hymns of praise. 
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The Way of the Cross. 


The First Station. 
Our Lord is condemned to death by Pontius Pilate. 
The Second Station. 
The Cross is laid on Christ’s shoulders and He sets 
out for Calvary. 
The Third Station. 
Our Lord falls under the weight of the Cross. 
The Fourth Station. 
The Blessed Virgin meets our Lord on His way to 
Calvary. 
The Fifth Station. 
Simon of Cyrene helps our Lord to carry the Cross. 
The Sixth Station. 
The pious woman Veronica wipes our Lord’s face. 
The Seventh Station. 
Our Lord falls again under the Cross. 
The Eighth Station. 
Our Lord speaks to the women of Jerusalem who 
lamented Him. 
The Ninth Station. 
Our Lord falls a third time under the Cross. 
The Tenth Station. . 
They strip our Lord of His garments in order to 
erucify Him. 
The Eleventh Station. 
Our Lord is nailed to the Cross. 
The Twelfth Station. : 
Our Lord dies upon the Cross. 
The Thirteenth Station. 
They take the body of our Lord down from the 
Cross. 
The Fourteenth Station. 
The body of our Lord is laid in the Holy Sepulcher. 


“HE IS NOT HERE, FOR HE IS RISEN.” 
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Besson 40. 


The Resurrection. Early on the first day of the week 
Jesus rose; and when it began to dawn, came Mary 
Magdalen, and the other Mary, and Salome, bringing 
spices, to see the sepuleher. And behold, there was a 
great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended 
from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone, and 
sat upon it. And his appearance was as lightning, and 
his raiment as snow. And for fear of him the guards 
were frighted, and became as dead. 

The Angel’s Message. And the angel said to the 
women: ‘‘Fear ye not, for I know that ye seek Jesus 
that was crucified. Why seek ye the living among the 
dead? He is not here, for He is risen, as He said. Come 
and see the place where the Lord was laid, and go 
quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen.’? And 
they went forth quickly out of the tomb with fear and 
vreat joy, and ran to bring his disciples word. And he- 
hold Jesus met them, saying: ‘‘AIl hail,’’ but they came 
near and took hold of His feet, and adored Him. 
Then said Jesus unto them: ‘‘Fear not, go tell my 
brethren that they depart into Galilee. There they shall 
see Me.”’ 

The Road to Emmaus. And behold, two of the disciples 
were going that very day to a village named Emmaus. 
And they were talking together of all these things which 
had happened. And it came to pass that Jesus Himself 
drew near. and went with them. But their eyes were 
holden that they should not know Him. And He said 
unto them: ‘‘ What discourses are these that ye hold one 
with another, as ye walk, and are sad?’’ And they said: 
‘‘Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet 
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people; 
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and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him 
up to be condemned to death, and crucified Him. But 
we hoped that it was He who should redeem Israel. And 
now it is the third day, and certain women say they had 
seen a vision of angels, who say that He is alive. And 
our people went to the tomb; but found not His body.”’ 
And He said unto them: ‘‘O foolish men, and slow of 
heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 
Behooved it not the Christ to suffer these things, and 
so to enter into His glory?’’ And beginning from 
Moses and from all the prophets, He interpreted unto 
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Him- 
self. And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they 
were going: and He made as though He would go far- 
ther. And they constrained Him, saying: ‘‘Abide with 
us: for it is toward-evening, and the day is now far 
spent.’?. And He went in with them. And it came to 
pass, when He sat down with them to meat, He took 
bread, and blessed, and brake, and gave to them. And 
their eyes were opened, and they knew Him; and He 
vanished out of their sight. And they said one to an- 
other: ‘‘Was not our heart burning within us, while He 
spake to us on the way, and opened to us the Serip- 
tures?”’ 

The Forgiveness of Sins. When it was late on that 
day, the disciples were gathered together in a room, and 
the doors were shut for fear of the Jews. Then Jesus 


came and stood in the midst, and said unto them: ‘‘ Peace 
be to you.’’ When He had said this, He shewed them 
His hands and His side. He said to them again: ‘‘Peace 


be to you. As the Father hath sent Me, I also send you. 
Receive ye the Holy Ghost: whose sins ye shall forgive, 
they are forgiven them; and whose sins ye shall retain, 
they are retained ’’ 
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Lesson 41. 


Feed My Lambs. After these things Jesus manifested 
Himself to the disciples in Galilee; and He saith unto 


Peter: “‘Simon, son of John, lovest Thou Me more than 
these?’’ He saith unto Him: ‘Yea, Lord, Thou know- 
est that I love Thee.’’ He saith unto him: ‘‘Feed My 
lambs.’’ He saith unto him again: ‘‘Simon, son of John, 


lovest thou Me?’’ He saith unto Him: ‘‘Yea, Lord, Thou 
knowest that I love Thee.’’ He saith unto him: ‘‘Feed 
My lambs.’’ He saith unto him the third time: ‘‘Simon, 
son of John, lovest thou Me?’’ Peter was grieved be- 
cause He said unto him the third time, ‘‘Lovest thou Me?’’ 
and he said unto Him: ‘‘Lord, Thou knowest all things, 
Thou knowest that I love Thee.’’ He said unto him: 
‘“Keed My sheep.”’ 

Preach the Gospel. Afterwards Jesus appeared unto 
the eleven as they sat at meat; and He said unto them: 
‘Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded you; and behold, I am with you 
all days, even unto the end of the world.’’ 

The Ascension. Now Jesus showed himself alive to 
His Apostles after His Passion, appearing unto them for 
the space of forty days, and speaking of the kingdom of 
God. And He charged them. not to depart from Jerusa- 
lem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, ‘‘ Which,”’ 
saith He, ‘‘ye have heard from My mouth, for John in- 
deed baptized with water, but ye shall be baptized with 
the Holy Ghost not many days hence.’? And when He 
had said these things, as they were looking, He was 
taken up; and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 


THE CRUCIFIXION OF ST. PETER. 
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And they returned into Jerusalem from the Mount called 
Olivet. 

The Coming of the Holy Ghost. And when the days 
of Pentecost were fulfilled, they were all together in one 
place. And suddenly there came from heaven a sound 
as of a mighty wind rushing, and it filled all the house 
where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them 
parted tongues, as it were, of fire; and it sat upon each 
one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and they began to speak with divers tongues, ac- 
cording as the Holy Ghost gave them to speak. 

The Preaching of the Gospel. Now there were dwell- 
ing at Jerusalem, Jews, devout men from every nation 
under heaven. And when this sound was heard, the 
multitude came together, and were confounded, because 
that every man heard them speaking in his own lan- 
guage. And they were all amazed and they marvelled. 
But the apostles went forth and preached everywhere, 
the Lord working with them, and confirming the word 
with signs that followed. 

SS. Peter and Paul. The Jews and the pagans perse- 
cuted the Christians, and put them to death. There was 
in Jerusalem a young man named Saul, who sought out 
the Christians to punish them. And our Lord appeared 
to him, and converted him, and made him an apostle. His 
name was changed to Paul, and he suffered many things 
for Christ’s sake. St. Peter went to the City of Rome, 
which was then the head of the whole world. St. Paul 
also visited Rome, and preached the Gospel there. Saints 
Peter and Paul were put to death for the faith. St. Paul 
was beheaded, and St. Peter was crucified, head down- 
wards, at his own request, because he said he was not 
worthy to die the same death as his Master whom he had 


denied. 
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Catechism X. 


Q. Whither did Christ’s soul go after His death? 

A. Atter Christ’s death His soul descended into hell. 

Q. Did Christ’s soul descend into the hell of the 
damned? 

A. The hell into which Christ’s soul descended was 
not. the hell of the damned, but a place or state of rest 
called Limbo, where the souls of the just were waiting 
for Him. 

Q. Why did Christ descend into Limbo? 

A. Christ descended into Limbo to preach to the souls 
who were in prison—that is, to announce to them the joy- 
ful tidings of their redemption. 

Q. Where was Christ’s body while His soul was in 
Limbo? 

A. While Christ’s soul was in Limbo His body was iz 
the holy sepulcher. 

Q. On what day did Christ rise from the dead? 

A. Christ rose from the dead, glorious and immortal, 
on Easter Sunday, the third day after His death. 

Q. How long did Christ stay on earth after His resur- 
rection? 

A. Christ stayed on earth forty days after His resur- 
rection to show that He was truly risen from the dead, 
and to instruct His apostles. 

Q. On what day did Christ ascend into heaven? 

A. Christ ascended into heaven on Ascension Thurs- 
day, forty days after He rose from the dead. 

Q. Where is Christ in heaven? 

A. In heaven Christ sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. 
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Q. Who is the Holy Ghost? 

A. The Holy Ghost is the third Person of the Blessed 
Trinity. 

Q. Is the Holy Ghost equal to the Father and the Son? 

A. The Holy Ghost is equal to the Father and the Son, 
being the same Lord and God as they are. 

Q. From whom does the Holy Ghost proceed? 

A. The Holy Ghost proceeds from the Father and the 
Son. 

Q. On what day did the Holy Ghost come down upon 
the Apostles? 

A. The Holy Ghost came down upon the Apostles on 
Pentecost or Whitsunday, ten days after the Ascension 
of our Lord. = 

Q. How did the Holy Ghost come down upon the 
Apostles? 

A. The Holy Ghost came down upon the Apostles in 
the form of tongues of fire. 

Q. Who sent the Holy Ghost upon the Apostles? 

A. Our Lord Jesus Christ sent the Holy Ghost upon 
the Apostles. 

Q. Why did Christ send the Holy Ghost? 

A. Christ sent the Holy Ghost to sanctify His Church, 
to enlighten and strengthen the Apostles, and to enable 
them to preach the Gospel. 

Q. Will the Holy Ghost abide with the Church for. 
ever? 

A. The Holy Ghost will abide with the Church for- 
ever, and guide it in the way of holiness and truth. 
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The Passion, Death and Resurrection of 


Our Lord. 


The Holy Week. 
Palm Sunday. 
The Triumphal Entry. 


Monday. 
The Second Cleansing of the Temple. 


Tuesday. 
The Great Commandment. 
Prophecy of the Last Judgment. 
Spy Wednesday. 3 
The Betrayal. 


Holy Thursday. 
The Passover. 
The Last Supper. 
The Washing of the Feet. 
Institution of the Eucharist. 
The Prophecy of the Denials. 
The Garden of Gethsemani. 
The Agony. 
The Traitor’s Kiss. 
The Arrest. 


Good Friday. 
The Trial Before Caiphas. 
The Denial by Peter. 
Delivered up to Pilate. 
Despair of Judas 


r 
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Yhe Trial Before Pilate. 
Before Herod. 
Before Pilate Again. 


Warning from Pilate’s Wife. 


Choice of Barabbas. 
The Scourging. 
The Crown of Thorns. 


Behold the Man. The Sentenee. 


The Crucifixion. The Title. 
The Garments Divided. 
The Mockery. 

The Good Thief. 

Our Lady and St. John. 
The Death. 


The Signs. The Piercing of the Side 


The Burial. 


Holy Saturday. 
The Sabbath. The Guard. 


Eastertide. 
Easter Sunday. 
The Resurrection. 
The Angel’s Message. 
The Road to Emmaus 
The Forgiveness of Sins. 


The Forty Days. 
Feed My Lambs. 
Preach the Gospel. 


Ascension Thursday. 
The Ascension. 


Pentecost. 


The Coming of the Holy Ghost. 
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Lesson 42. 


The Redemption. When a man nowadays works for 
another, he is paid wages. If he is not paid his wages, 
he will not work. But there was a time when certain 
people were forced to work for others without wages. 
They were called slaves. Their masters owned them, and 
could sell them like cattle. Sometimes good men bought 
slaves, and set them free. Such slaves were said to be 
redeemed, because to redeem means to buy back. By 
the fall of Adam we were made slaves of sin and death. 
God did not wish us to remain slaves. He sent His only 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to redeem us and set us free. 
Our Lord paid the price for our souls, and that price was 
His most precious blood. He satisfied God’s justice by 
dying on the cross. That satisfaction is the first effect 
of the Redemption. 

Grace. The second effect of the Redemption is grace. 
Though we have been set free, we have not reached 
heaven. Now we have no power in ourselves to take a 
single step towards heaven. We must get that power 
from God. We are not able to earn that power ourselves; 
we must get it as a free gift. Our Lord earned it for 
us on the cross, and He gives it to us freely, in order to 
save our souls. Grace means a free gift. 

Two Kinds of Grace. To sanctify is to make holy. The 
first grace we get is sanctifying grace. It takes away 
mortal sin and makes our souls holy. Sanctifying grace 
also grows in our soul, and makes us holier and more 
pleasing to God if we continue to do His will. When 
God gives us strength to perform any act which helps us 
to heaven, we receive actual grace. 
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Prayer. When we pray, we lift up our hearts and minds 
to God. We come into His presence in a special manner, 
and we speak to Him as children speak to their Father. 
Our Lord taught His disciples how to pray when He gave 
them the Our Father. He tells us to pray always. Indeed, 
unless we pray, we cannot save our souls. 

Adoration. Our Lord said: ‘‘The Lord Thy God thou 
shalt adore, and Him only shalt thou serve.’’ One of the 
first duties we owe to God is to adore Him. When we pray, 
therefore, we should first lift up our hearts in adoration 
and praise and thanksgiving, as we say in the Gloria in 
Excelsis. ‘‘We praise Thee: we bless Thee: we worship 
Thee: we glorify Thee: we give Thee thanks for Thy 
great glory.”’ 

Petition. The word petition is the same as asking. 
Our Lord said, ‘‘Ask and ye shall receive, seek and 
ye shall find, knock and it shall be opened unto you.’’ 
God wishes us to ask Him for everything we need, 
whether for soul or body. First of all, we should ask 
for grace; because to save our soul is the most import- 
ant thing in the world. Then we may ask God for any- 
thing else we think may be good for us. We may ask 
for the things that are good for our soul, and we may ask 
for the things that are good for our body. But we must 
remember that God knows everything, past, present and 
to come. There are many things we think to be good 
for us now, that may turn out hurtful in the long run. 
A child may like to play with a knife, but his mother 
knows he will cut himself with it, and so she takes it 
from him. God is more eareful of us than our parents 
are.. Therefore, when we ask Him for anything, we 
should always say: ‘‘If it be Thy Holy Will and for the 
salvation of my soul.’’ 
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Q. Which are the chief effects of the Redemption? 

A. The chief effects of the Redemption are two: The 
satisfaction of God’s justice by Christ’s suffermgs and 
death, and the gaining of grace for men. 

Q. What do you mean by grace? 

A. By grace I mean a supernatural gift of God be- 
stowed on us. through the merits of Jesus Christ, for our 
salvation. 

Q. How many kinds of grace are there? 

A. There are two kinds of grace, sanctifying grace 
and actual grace. 

Q. What is sanctifying grace? 

A. Sanctifying grace is that grace which makes the 
soul holy and pleasing to God. 

Q. What is actual grace? 

A. Actual grace is that help of God which enlightens 
our mind and moves our will to shun evil and do good. 

Q. Is grace necessary to salvation? 

A. Grace is necessary to salvation, because without 
grace we can do nothing to merit heaven. 

Q. Can we resist the grace of God? 

A. We can and unfortunately often do resist the grace 
of God. 

Q. What is the grace of perseverance? 

A. The grace of perseverance is a particular gift of 
God which enables us to continue in the state of grace till 
death. 

Q. How must we obtain God’s grace? 

A. We must obtain God’s grace chiefly by prayer and 
the Sacraments, 
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Q. What is prayer? 

A. Prayer is the lifting up of our minds and hearts 
to God, to adore Him, to thank Him, and to ask Him 
for all we need. 

Q. Is prayer necessary to salvation? 

A. Prayer is necessary to salvation, and without it 
no one having the use of reason can be saved. 

Q. At what particular times should we pray? 

A. We should pray particularly on Sundays and holy 
days, every morning and night, in all dangers, tempta- 
tions, and aftiietions. 

Q. How should we pray? 

A. We should pray: 1st, With attention; 2d, With a 
sense of our own helplessness and dependence upon God; 
3d, With a great desire for the graces we beg of God; 4th, 
With trust in God’s goodness; 5th, With perseverance. 

Q. Which are the prayers most recommended to us? 

A. The prayers most recommended to us are the 
Lord’s Prayer, the Hail Mary, the Apostles’ Creed, the 
Confiteor, and the Acts of Faith, Hope, Love, and Con- 
trition. 

Q. Are prayers said with distractions of any avail? 

A. Prayers said with wilful distractions are of no 
avail. 

Q. What are the chief things we should pray for? 

A. The chief thinys we should pray for are the glory 
of God and the salvation of our souls. 

Q. May we ask God also for temporal favors? 

A. We may ask God also for temporal favors, but we 
should always ask for them on condition that it may be 
God’s Holy Will to grant them and that they do not 
hinder our eternal salvation. 
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Lesson 43. 


The Communion of Saints. We do not pray for our- 
selves alone, but we should also pray for others. We 
should pray for our parents and the members of our 
own family. We should pray for those who are in author- 
ity over us. We should pray for our friends, and for 
those who have done us good. We should even pray for 
our enemies, because our Lord says: ‘‘Bless them that 
curse you, and pray for them that persecute and calum- 
niate you.’’ We should ask the saints in heaven, and 
especially the Blessed Virgin, to join their prayers to 
ours. They are all our brethren, and she is our most 
dear Mother. We must pray in turn for the poor souls 
in Purgatory, that God will shorten the time of their 
suffering, and take them to Himself. All good people, 
whether in heaven, on earth, or in purgatory, belong to 
the one great family of God. 

The Church. The family of God on earth is called the 
Holy Catholic Church. The Church is a society founded 
by our Lord Himself. He wished that men might always 
be able to know what to believe, and what to do, in order 
to save their souls. For that reason He founded the 
Church, and promised to be with it until the end of the 
world, so that when the Church speaks to us, we hear the 
voice of Christ. 

The Primacy. The Church is a society, and, like every 
society, must have a president or head. Our Lord Him- 
self is the head of the Church, because the Church is His 
society. But our Lord wished that there should be a 
head of the Church on earth, when He had returned to 
His Father. For that reason He promised to make Simon 
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the governor of His Church, when he changed his name 
to Peter, which means a rock, and said: ‘‘On this Rock 
will I build My Church.’’ He earried out His promise 
when He said to St. Peter after His resurrection: ‘‘Feed 
My lambs. Feed My sheep.’’ We say therefore that our 
Lord gave the Primacy to St. Peter, because Primacy 
means the power of ruling the Church. 

The See of Rome. When the Apostles died, their succes- 
sors were not called Apostles, but Bishops. Bishop means 
overseer, and the Bishops have the power to govern and 
teach the people. When our Lord taught in the Sermon 
on the Mount, we read that He was seated while He 
spoke. It was the custom for teachers to address their 
pupils from a chair or seat. Thus it came to pass that 
a chair or seat was looked upon as a sign of teaching. 
Now, see is the same as seat, and when St. Peter came to 
Rome and was Bishop of that city, we say that he estab- 
lished the See of Rome. 

The Pope. The Bishop of Rome is called the Pope, 
which means Father. He is the successor of St. Peter in 
the Primacy, and is therefore called the visible head of 
the Church. He is the Bishop of Rome and of the whole 
Church. The other Bishops and the priests under them 
govern and teach certain portions of the Church, but he 
has authority to teach all Bishops, priests, and people as 
Christ taught them. When he acts as Head of the Church 
and tells us what our Lord has revealed, we say he is 
infallible, that is, he cannot teach us what is wrong. We 
should love and obey our Holy Father the Pope. He rep- 
resents our Lord Jesus Christ, and when he speaks, we 
should hear him as we would hear our Lord Himself 
The sign of a true Catholic is that he is loyal to the Pope. 


163 


The Church. 


Who is she that stands triumphant, 
Rock in strength upon the Rock, 
Like some city crowned with turrets, 
Braving storm and earthquake shock? 
Who is she her arms extending 
In blessing o’er a world restor’d, 
All the anthems of creation 
Lifting to creation’s Lord? 


Refrain: 


Hers the kingdom, hers the sceptre? 
Kneel, ye nations, at her feet! 

Hers the truth whose fruit is freedom; 
Light her yoke, her burden sweet. 


As the moon that takes its splendor 
From a sun unseen all night, 
So from Christ, the Sun of Justice, 
Evermore she draws her light. 
Hers alone the hand of healing, 
The Bread of Life, the absolving key: 
The Word Incarnate is her Bridegroom, 
The Spirit hers, His temple, she. 
Refrain, 
Empires rise and sink like billows; 
Their place knoweth them no more. 
Glorious as the star of morning 
She o’erlooks the wild uproar. 
Hers the household all embracing; 
Hers the vine that shadows earth: 
Bless thy children, mighty mother! 
Save the stranger at thy hearth. Refrain. 
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Q. What is the Church? 

A. The Church is the union of all those who are bap- 
tized, who believe and profess the faith of Christ our 
Lord, who partake of the same Sacraments, and ac- 
knowledge the Pope as the Vicar of Christ on earth. 
Who founded the Church? 

Our Lord Jesus Christ founded the Church. 

Who is the invisible Head of the Church? 

Jesus Christ is the invisible Head of the Church. 
Who is the visible Head of the Church? 

Our Holy Father the Pope, the Bishop of Rome, 
is the Vicar of Christ on earth and the visible Head of 
the Church. 

Q. Why is the Bishop of Rome the visible Head of the 
Church? 

A. The Bishop of Rome is the visible Head of the 
Church because he is the successor of St. Peter, whom 
Christ made the chief of the Apostles and the visible 
Head of the Church. 

Q. Why is the Bishop of Rome called the Pope? 

A. The Bishop of Rome is called the Pope, which 
means Father, because he is the spiritual Father of all 
Christians. 

Q. Is the Pope infallible? 

A. The Pope is infallible. 

Q. Who are the successors of the other Apostles? 

A. The successors of the other Apostles are the 
Bishops of the Holy Catholic Church. 

Q. Why did Christ found the Church? 

A. Christ founded the Church to teach, govern, sanc- 
tify, and save all men, 
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Q. Is there only one true Church? 

A. There is only one true Church. 

Q. Which is the true Church? 

A. The Holy Roman Catholic Church is the true 
Church. 

Q. Are all bound to belong to the Church? 

A. All are bound to belong to the Church, and he who 
knows the Church to be the true Church and remains 
out of it cannot be saved. 

Q. Has the Church any marks by which it may be 
known? 

A. The Church has four marks by which it may be 
known: It is One; it is Holy; it is Catholic; it is Apostolic. 

Q. How is the Church One? 

A. The Church is One because all its members agree in 
one faith, are all in one communion, and are all under one 
head. 

Q. How is the Church Holy? 

A. The Church is Holy because its founder, Jesus 
Christ, is holy; because it teaches a holy doctrine; invites 
all to a holy life; and because of the eminent holiness of 
so many thousands of its children. 

Q. How is the Church Catholic or Universal? 

A. The Church is Catholic or Universal because it sub- 
sists in all ages, teaches all nations, and maintains all 
truth. 

Q. How is the Church Apostolic? 

A. The Church is Apostolic because it was founded by 
Jesus Christ on His Apostles, and is governed by their 
lawful successors, and because it has never ceased, and 
never will cease, to teach their doctrine. 
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The Seven Sacraments 


1. Baptism. 

2. Confirmation. 

3. Holy Eucharist. 
4. Penance. 

5. Extreme Unction. 
6. Holy Order. 


7. Matrimony. 

Baptism is a Sacrament which cleanses us from original sin, 
makes us Christians, children of God, and heirs of heaven. 

Confirmation is a Sacrament through which we receive the 
Holy. Ghost to make us strong and perfect Christians and soldiers 
of Jesus Christ. 

The Holy Eucharist is the Sacrament which contains the body 
and blood, soul and divinity, of our Lord Jesus Christ under the 
appearances of bread and wine. 

Penance is a Sacrament in which the sins committed after Bap- 
tism are forgiven. 

Extreme Unction is the Sacrament which gives health and 
strength to the soul, and sometimes to the body, when we are in 
danger of death from sickness. 

Holy Order is a Sacrament by which bishops, priests and other 
ministers of the Church are ordained and receive the power and 
grace to perform their sacred duties. 

Matrimony is a Sacrament which unites a Christian man and 
woman in lawful marriage. 
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Lesson 44. 


The Sacraments. The use of a sign is to give us infor- 
mation. If we beckon with our finger to a person, it is 
a sign we wish that person to come to us. A sign over 
a store tells us who owns the place and what is sold 
there. Now, our Lord chose seven holy signs to tell us 
about grace, and to be like seven channels to bring grace 
to our souls. We eall those seven holy signs the Seven 
Sacraments. They are: Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy 
Eucharist; Penance and Extreme Unction; Holy Order 
and Matrimony. 

The Outward Signs. In each of the Sacraments we 
have the outward sign, which conveys the information to 
our senses. Thus washing with water is a sign of cleans- 
ing. Bread and wine are signs of the nourishment and 
strength to be got from food. But those signs by them- 
selves would not tell us about the grace that the Sacra- 
ments give. So it is necessary to have certain words go 
with the sign to make the meaning clear. For that reason, 
when we pour the water on the head of the person to be 
baptized, we say: ‘‘I baptize thee in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.’’ By 
these words we make it clear that this washing with 
water is intended as a sacred sign of the cleansing of 
the soul from sin in the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
In every Sacrament therefore we have two things: the 
sign itself and the words which make it a sacred sign. 

First Grace and Second Grace. Sanctifying grace, or 
the grace that makes us holy, is of two kinds. We call 
them first grace and second grace. First grace takes 
us out of sin and makes us holy before God. Second 
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grace makes us holier than we were before. It is an 
inerease of the first grace. When we are in sin, our souls 
are like a room in darkness. When we get first grace, the 
light appears for the first time. With second grace the 
light grows stronger and brighter. Two of the Sacraments 
give first grace. They are Baptism and Penance. Bap- 
tism first takes us out of sin and brings us into the 
Church. Penance takes us out of the sins we have com- 
mitted after Baptism. The other five give second grace. 
We must be holy and pleasing to God, in order to receive 
them properly, and they increase grace in our souls. 

The Sacraments of the Dead. The Sacraments that give 
first grace are also called Sacraments of the dead. 
Grace is the life of a soul. Without grace we cannot 
lift hand or foot to save our souls. We are just like 
people who are dead. In order to make us live again, we 
must get first grace. The Sacraments that give first grace 
are Baptism and Penance. Therefore they are called the 
‘Sacraments of the dead. 

The Sacraments of the Living. Confirmation, Holy 
Eucharist, Extreme Unction, Holy Order, and Matrimony 
give second grace. In order to receive them properly, 
we must already have had first grace in our souls. 
When we have first grace in our souls, we are said to 
be in the state of grace. Souls that are in the state of 
grace are alive. They are going towards heaven. That 
is why these five Sacraments are called Sacraments of 
the living. To receive the Sacraments of the living when 
we are not in a state of grace, is a great sin. If we are 
about to receive any of the Sacraments of the living 
and are in mortal sin, we should go to confession and 
receive absolution beforehand. Otherwise we will be 
only adding sin to sin. 
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Catechism XIII. 


Q. Which are the means instituted by our Lord to en. 
able men at all times to share in the fruits of the Redemp- 
tion? 

A. The means instituted by our Lord to enable men at 
all times to share in the fruits of His Redemption are the 
Church and the Sacraments. 

Q. What is a Sacrament? 

A. A Sacrament is an outward sign instituted by 
Christ to give grace. 

Q. How many Sacraments are there? 

A. There are seven Sacraments: Baptism, Confirma- 
tion, Holy Eucharist, Penance, Extreme Unction, Holy 
Order, and Matrimony. 

Q. Whence have the Sacraments the power of giving 
grace? 

A. The Sacraments have the power of giving grace 
from the merits of Jesus Christ. 

Q. What grace do the Sacraments give? 

A. Some of the Sacraments give sanctifying grace, 
and others increase it in our souls. 

Q. Which are the Sacraments that give sanctifying 
grace? 

A. The Sacraments that give sanctifying grace are 
Baptism and Penance; and they are called Sacraments 
of the dead. 

Q. Why are Baptism and Penance called Sacraments 
of the dead? 

A. Baptism and Penance are called Sacraments of the 
dead, because they take away sin, which is the death of 
the soul, and give grace, which is its life. 
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Q. Which are the Sacraments that increase sanctify. 
ing grace in our soul? 

A. The Sacraments that increase sanctifying grace in 
our soul are: Confirmation, Holy Eucharist, Extreme 
Unction, Holy Order, and Matrimony; and they are 
ealled Sacraments of the living. 

Q. Why are Confirmation, Holy Eucharist, Extreme 
Unction, Holy Order, and Matrimony called Sacraments 
of the living? 

A. Confirmation, Holy Eucharist, Extreme Unction, 
Holy Order, and Matrimony are called Sacraments of the 
living, because those who receive them worthily are al- 
ready living the life of grace. 

Q. What sin does he commit who receives the Sacra- 
ments of the living in mortal sin? 

A. He who receives the Sacraments of the living in 
mortal sin commits a sacrilege, which is a great sin, be- 
cause it is an abuse of a sacred thing. 

Q. Besides sanctitying grace do the Sacraments give 
any other grace? 

A. Besides sanctifying grace the Sacraments give an- 
other grace, called sacramental. 

Q. What is sacramental grace? 

A. Sacramental grace is a special help which Gcd 
gives to attain the end for which He instituted each 
Sacrament. 

Q. Do the Sacraments always give grace? 

A. The Sacraments always give grace, if we receive 
them with the right dispositions. 
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Lesson 45. 


Sacramental Grace. The Sacraments are not only 
signs of grace, but they also give grace if we put nothing 
in the way to hinder it. Thus Baptism is not alone a 
sign of the cleansing of the soul, but it actually cleanses 
the soul when properly received. Each Sacrament has a 
special purpose. Baptism makes us children of God; 
Holy Eucharist nourishes our souls. Besides first and 
second grace, the Sacraments give us a right to actual 
grace, when we need it to do what the Sacraments re- 
quire of us. Thus, Baptism not only makes us Christians, 
but it gives us a right to obtain those actual graces 
which enable us to live a Christian life. 

The Character. Three of the Sacraments give us a cer- 
tain position in God’s household. By Baptism we are 
made members of the Church; by Confirmation we are 
made soldiers of Christ; by Holy Order we are made 
priests. When we get these positions or offices, we get 
them forever. We may make bad use of them, but we 
ean never abandon them. Baptism, Confirmation, and 
Holy Order stamp our souls with God’s seal. That mark 
can never come out, and it is called the character. If we 
do what is right, the character will make us more glorious 
in heaven, If we do what is wrong, it will make us more 
miserable in hell. Because the character never leaves 
our souls, the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and 
Holy Order can be received only once. 

The Subject of the Sacraments. All the Sacraments 
are not of the same necessity. Baptism is the most neces- 
sary of all, because it is the gate of the Church, and 
without it we cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
If we fall into sin after Baptism, Penance is most neces 


THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD. 
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sary for us in order to obtain forgiveness. The person 
who receives the Sacrament is called the subject. As 
far as Baptism is concerned, any person, great or small, 
young or old, who has not been already baptized, is a 
proper subject for Baptism. With regard to the other 
SiX, NO one can receive any of them who has not been 
already baptized. 

The Minister of the Sacraments. The person who gives 
a Sacrament is called the minister of that Sacrament. As 
our Lord instituted all the Sacraments, and as all their 
power and virtue comes from Him, so He is the principal 
minister of all of the Sacraments. When St. Peter bap- 
tized, it was Christ baptized, when St. Paul baptized, 
it was Christ baptized. No matter who gives the Sacra- 
ment, as long as he gives it in the right way, it is 
Christ our Lord who is the minister. All the Sacraments 
have not the same earthly minister. As Baptism is the 
most necessary of all the Sacraments, any one having 
the use of reason can give it. It is not necessary even 
to be a Catholic. A pagan who intends to do what the 
Church does in baptizing, can give Baptism. On the con- 
trary, nobody can give Holy Order except a Bishop.. 
There are some Sacraments which are given by a certain 
minister under ordinary circumstances, dut in cases of 
necessity another minister may get permission to give 
them. For instance, under ordinary circumstances, only 
a Bishop gives Confirmation, but in countries where there 
are no Bishops a priest sometimes gets permission to give 
Confirmation. Again, only a priest authorized by the 
Bishop or the Pope ean hear confessions, but in case of 
necessity, such as danger of death, any priest can give 
absolution, no matter whether he has authority to hear 
confessions or not. 
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Catechism XIV. 


Q. Can we receive the Sacraments more than once? 

A. We ean receive the Sacraments more than once, 
except Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Order. 

Q. Why can we not receive Baptism, Confirmation, 
and Holy Order more than once? 

A. We cannot receive Baptism, Confirmation, and 
Holy Order more than once, because they imprint a 
character in the soul. 

Q. What is the character which these Sacraments im- 
print in the soul? 

A. The character which these Sacraments imprint in 
the soul is a spiritual mark which remains for ever. 

Q. Why do the three Sacraments of Baptism, Confirm- 
ation and Holy Order, imprint a character in the soul? 

A. The three Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, 
-and Holy Order, imprint a character in the soul in order 
to mark us as members of Jesus Christ by Baptism, as 
soldiers of Jesus Christ by Confirmation, and as ministers 
of Jesus Christ by Holy Order. 

Q. Does this character remain in the soul even after 
death? 

A. This character remains in the soul even after death: 
for the honor and glory of those who are saved; for the 
shame and punishment of those who are lost. 

Q. Which Sacraments are most necessary to salvation? 

A. Baptism and Penance are the two Sacraments most 
necessary to salvation; Baptism is necessary for all, and 
Penance is necessary for baptized persons who have fallen 
into mortal sin. 

Q. Which is the greatest of all the Sacraments? 
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A. The Blessed Eucharist is the greatest of all the 
Sacraments, because it not only gives grace, but contains 
Jesus Christ Himself, the Giver of all Grace and the 
Founder of the Sacraments. 

Q. What do you call the person who confers the Sac- 
rament? 

A. The person who confers the Sacrament is called 
the minister. 

Q. Who is the minister of Baptism? 

A. The priest is the ordinary minister of Baptism, 
but, in case of necessity, any one who has the use of 
reason may baptize. 

Q. Who is the minister of Confirmation? 

A. The Bishop is the ordinary minister of Confirma- 
tion. 

Q. Who is the minister of the Holy Eucharist? 

A. The priest is the ordinary minister of the Holy 
Eucharist. 

Q. Who is the minister of Penance? 

A. The confessor, that is, a priest who has received 
authority to hear confessions, is the ordinary minister of 
Penance. 

Q. Who is the minister of Extreme Unction? 

A. The parish priest is the ordinary minister of Ex- 
treme Unction. 

Q. Who is the minister of Holy Order? 

A. The Bishop is the minister of Holy Order. 

Q. Who is the minister of Matrimony? 

A. The contracting parties are the ministers of Matr*- 
mony. 
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The Precious Blood. 


Hail, Jesus! hail! who for my sake 

Sweet blood from Mary’s veins didst take 
And shed it all for me. 

O, blessed be my Saviour’s blood, 

My life, my light, my only good, 
To all eternity. 


To endless ages let us praise 
The Precious Blood whose price could raise 
The world from wrath and sin; 
Whose streams our inward thirst appease, 
And heal the sinner’s worst disease, 
If he but bathe therein. 


O Sweetest Blood, that can implore 
Pardon of God and heaven restore— 

The heaven which sin had lost; 
While Abel’s blood for vengeance pleads, 
What Jesus shed still intercedes 

For those who wronged Him most, 


Oh, to be sprinkled from the wells 

Of Christ’s own Sacred Blood excels 
Earth’s best and highest bliss; 

The ministers of wrath divine 

Hurt not the happy hearts that shine 
With those red drops of His. 


Ah, there is joy amid the saints, 

And hell’s despairing courage faints 
When this sweet song we raise. 

Oh, louder then and louder still 

Earth with one mighty chorus fill 
The Precious Blood to praise, 
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Lesson 46. 


Baptism. Our Lord told the Apostles to preach the 
Gospel to all men, and to baptize those that believed. He 
said that if they believed and were baptized, they would 
be saved, but if they did not believe, they would be 
condemned. Baptism cleanses the soul from the sin of 
Adam, and if the person baptized be grown up, it also 
takes away any sins he may have committed himself. 

The Giving of Baptism. It may easily happen that we 
may be called to give baptism ourselves, especially in the 
case of young children who get suddenly ill, and there 
is no time to call a priest. It would be a dreadful thing 
if, through our want of knowledge, the little child’s soul 
should go to God without Baptism. Now, in giving 
Baptism. two things are most important: First, the pour- 
ing of the water; second, the saying of the words. The 
water to be used is Holy Water, if we have it; but if we 
have no Holy Water, we may take the ordinary water 
we use for drinking or cooking or washing. The water 
should be poured on the head of the child, and enough 
of it should be poured so that it will run on the head. 
While we are pouring the water, we must say: ‘‘I bap- 
tize thee in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost.’’ We must repeat each word clearly and 
distinctly, and we must take care not to leave out even 
the smallest word. 

The Ceremonies of Baptism. When the child is brought 
to church to be baptized by the priest, there are many 
ceremonies used before and after the water is poured 
upon its head. As the child is not able to answer for 
itself, it is accompanied by a grown person, called a 
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Sponsor. The Sponsor. is also called a Godfather or a 
Godmother. The Sponsor, in the name of the child, 
promises to renounce the devil and all his works and 
pomps. The works of the devil are sin; and his pomps 
are all the vanities of the world that lead us into sin. 
When a child has been baptized privately, that is to say, 
in case of necessity, it should be brought to the chureh 
to have the ceremonies supplied, if it lives. 

The Christian Name. In Baptism we receive a name 
which we call our Christian name. It is the name we 
receive when we are made Christians. Therefore it is not 
right to give Christians in Baptism foo.ish or pagan names, 
and it is not right for us, when we grow up, to twist 
round our Christian names in such a manner that nobody 
ean tell what they stand for. The only proper kind of 
a Christian name is the name of a saint. As we grow 
up and learn about his life; we will feel that we are 
under his special protection, and we will strive to imi- 
tate his virtues. 

Baptism of Blood. When a person lays down his life 
for Christ, he is called a martyr. Some of the martyrs 
were put to death by the pagans before they were bap- 
tized. They were said to be baptized in their own blood. 

Baptism of Desire. When a person has come to the 
use of reason without being baptized, he is bound to re- 
ceive the Sacrament of Baptism. But it may happen 
and has happened that, such persons were not able to 
receive the Sacrament. They believed in God, and 
hoped in Him, and loved Him with all their heart, and 
wished to do everything He commanded. But through 
some reason or other there was no one to baptize them. 
We say that such people have received the Baptism of 
Desire. 
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Catechism XV. 


Q. Are actual sins ever remitted by Baptism? 

A. Actual sins and all the punishment due to them 
are remitted by Baptism, if the person baptized be guilty 
of any. 

Q. Is Baptism necessary to salvation? 

A. Baptism is necessary to salvation, because without 
it we cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Q. How is Baptism given? 

A. Whoever baptizes should pour water on the head 
of the person to be baptized, and say, while pouring the 
water: ‘‘I baptize thee in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.’’ 

Q. What do we promise in Baptism? 

A. In Baptism we promise to renounce the devil with 
all his works and pomps. 

Q. Why is the name of a saint given in Baptism? 

A. The name of a saint is given in Baptism in order 
that the person baptized may imitate his virtues and 
have him for a protector. 

Q. Why are godfathers and godmothers given in Bap- 
tism? 

A. Godfathers and godmothers are given in Baptism 
in order that they may promise, in the name of the child, 
what the child itself would promise if it had the use of 
reason. 

Q. What is the obligation of a godfather and a god- 
mother? 

A. The obligation of a godfather and a godmother is 
to instruct the child in its religious duties, if the parente 
neglect to do so or die. 


THE COMING OF THE HOLY GHOST. 
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Lesson 47. 


Confirmation. By the Sacrament of Baptism we are 
made Christians; by the Sacrament of Confirmation we 
are made strong and perfect Christians. To confirm 
‘means to make strong, and after giving us Confirmation 
the Bishop prays: ‘‘Confirm, O Lord, what hath been 
wrought in us.’’ Confirmation is the completion of Bap- 
tism; it finishes what Baptism has begun. Our Lord 
wishes us to be not only children in His Church, but also 
to be soldiers to fight for His name. 

The Sign of Confirmation. In all the Sacraments we 
have two things, an outward act or sign and a form of 
words. In Confirmation the outward act consists of the 
laying on of hands and the anointing with Chrism. The 
laying on of hands is a sign of blessing. The Chrism is 
a sign of strength and healing. Chrism is made up of 
olive oil and balsam. Olive oil signifies health and 
strength, because in olden times the athletes anointed 
themselves with olive oil to make their limbs strong and 
supple. Balsam is a sweet-smelling gum that comes from 
a tree, and is good for healing. The mixture of both 
is a sign of perfect strength and perfect health, just as 
water is a sign of cleansing. 

The Form. The persons to be confirmed kneel before 
the Bishop, and he prays that the Holy Ghost may come 
down upon them. Lifting up his hands over them, 
he asks God to send out upon them the Sevenfold 
Spirit: the Spirit of Wisdom and Understanding, the. 
Spirit of Counsel and Fortitude, the Spirit of Knowledge 
and Piety, and the Spirit of the Fear of the Lord. Then 
he takes the Chrism and puts it on their foreheads in 
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the form of a cross, saying: ‘‘I sign thee with the sign 
of the cross and I confirm thee with the chrism of Salva- 
tion, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen.’’ Then he gives each person a 
slight blow on the cheek, saying: ‘‘Peace be with thee.”’ 
The meaning of this last ceremony is that we must suffer 
everything rather than deny our Lord. 

The Subject of Confirmation. Any baptized person can 
receive Confirmation. It. is usually given now to children 
during their school years. Confirmation is a Sacrament of 
the living, and therefore to receive it worthily we must 
be in the state of grace. As we are made soldiers of 
Christ by Confirmation, we must be able to defend Him. 
Now, we cannot defend our Lord unless we know His 
religion. That is the reason why we have to study. our 
catechism while we are preparing for Confirmation. 

The Effects of Confirmation. When the apostles re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost at Pentecost, they became new 
men. Before that they were afraid, and ran away from 
our Lord, when His enemies took Him. Even St. Peter 
denied Him. But after Pentecost they were no longer 
afraid; they preached Him everywhere. When they were 
scourged for His sake, they were glad. They suffered 
death itself rather than deny His name. In the same way 
the Holy Ghost will come upon us in Confirmation, and 
give us strength and courage to be true to our Lord 
always. In these days there are many enemies of the 
faith of our Lord. We shall meet those who do not 
believe in Him and are opposed to His Church. Con- 
firmation will give us strength to stand up for His honor, 
and courage to confess ourselves Catholics. Hence those 
who neglect to receive Confirmation, are like soldiers who 
would go to war without weapons. 
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Catechism XVI. 


Q. What is Confirmation? 

A. Confirmation is a Sacrament through which we re- 
ceive the Holy Ghost to make us strong and perfect Chris- 
tians and soldiers of Jesus Christ. 

Q. Who administers Confirmation? 

A. The bishop is the ordinary minister of Confirma- 


Q. How does the bishop give Confirmation? 

A. The bishop extends his hands over those who are 
to be confirmed, prays that they may receive the Holy 
Ghost, and anoints the forehead of each with holy chrism 
in the form of a cross. 

Q. What is holy chrism? 

A. Holy chrism is a mixture of olive oil and balm, con- 
secrated by the bishop. 

Q. What does the bishop say in anointing the person 
he confirms? 

A. In anointing the person he confirms the bishop 
says: ‘‘I sign thee with the sign of the cross, and I confirm 
thee with the chrism of salvation, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.’’ 

Q. What is meant by anointing the forehead with 
chrism in the form cf a cross? 

A. By anointing the forehead with chrism in the form 
of a cross is meant, that the Christian who is confirmed 
must openly profess and practice his faith, never be 
ashamed of it, and rather die than deny it. 

‘Q. Why does the bishop give the person he confirms a 
slight blow on “he cheek? 
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A. The bishop gives the person he confirms a slight 
blow on the cheek, to put him in mind that he must be 
ready to suffer everything, even death, for the sake of 
Christ. 

Q. To receive Confirmation worthily is it necessary to 
be in the state of grace? 

A. To receive Confirmation worthily it is necessary 
to be in the state of grace. 

Q. What special preparation should be made to receive 
Confirmation? 

A. Persons of an age to learn should know the chief 
mysteries of faith and the duties of a Christian, and be 
instructed in the nature and effects of this Sacrament. 

Q. Is it a sin to neglect Confirmation? 

A. It is a sin to neglect Confirmation, especially in 
these evil days, when faith and morals are exposed to so 
many and such violent temptations. 

Q. Which are the effects of Confirmation? 

A. The effects of Confirmation are an increase of sanc- 
tifying grace, the strengthening of our faith, and the gifts 
of the Holy Ghost. 

Q. Which are the gifts of the Holy Ghost? 

A. The gifts of the Holy Ghost are: Wisdom, Under- 
standing, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety, and Fear 
of the Lord. 

Q. Which are the twelve fruits of the Holy Ghost? 

A. The twelve fruits of the Holy Ghost are: Charity, 
Joy, Peace, Patience, Benignity, Goodness, Long-Suffer- 
ing, Mildness, Faith, Modesty, Continency and Chastity. 
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Psalm 22. Dominus Regit Me. 


The Lord is my Shepherd: I shall want for nothing: 
In the green pastures He coucheth me. 


By the waters of rest He nurseth me, 
He restoreth my soul: 


He guideth me in the paths of justice 
For His Name’s sake. 


Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, 
I will fear no evil; for Thou art with me. 


Thy rod and Thy staff 
They shall comfort me. 


Thou preparest a table before me 
In the presence of mine enemies: 


Thou hast anointed my head with oil; 
My cup is abundance. 


So also goodness and mercy shall follow me 
All the days of my life. 


And I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
Unto length of days. 
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Lesson 48. 


The Sacrament of the Eucharist. When our Lord said 
to His Disciples at the Last Supper, ‘‘Take ye and eat, 
for this is My Body, and drink ye all of this, for this is 
My Blood,’’ we believe that He changed bread into His 
Body and wine into His Blood. When He said: ‘‘Do 
this for a.commemoration of Me,’’ we believe that He 
gave the Apostles power to do as He had just done, that 
is to say, to change the bread and wine into His Body 
and Blood. This is the greatest of all the Sacraments. 
It is called the Eucharist, which means thanksgiving, be- 
cause our Lord gave thanks to His Father before He 
instituted it. 

Transubstantiation. When our Lord changed water into 
wine at the marriage of Cana, He so changed it that. it 
tasted, smelled, and looked like wine. It was not only 
wine, but it had the appearance of wine. When He 
changed bread into His body and wine into His Blood, 
He did not give them the appearances of flesh and blood. 
He left the appearances as they were, but He changed 
the substance. In the Blessed Eucharist there is no bread, 
but only the appearance of bread; there is no wine, but 
only the appearance of wine. The substance of bread 
and wine is gone, and the substance of Christ’s Body 
and Blood has come in its place. We eall this change 
Transubstantiation. 

The Two Kinds. Our Lord died once, and can now 
die no more. He is living in heaven. His body is a living 
body, and the flesh and the blood are not separated. 
Therefore, wherever we have His body we have His blood 
also, and His soul and His divinity, and wherever we have 
Ilis blood, His body is also present. 
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Catechism XVII. 


Q. What is the Holy Eucharist? 

A. The Holy Eucharist is the Sacrament which con- 
tains the body and blood, soul and divinity, of our Lord 
Jesus Christ under the appearances of bread and wine. 

Q. When did Christ institute the Holy Eucharist? 

A. Christ instituted the Holy Eucharist at the Last 
Supper, the night before He died. 

Q. Who were present when our Lord instituted the 
Holy Eucharist? 

A. When our Lord instituted the Holy Eucharist the 
Apostles were present. 

Q. How did our Lord institute the Holy Eucharist? 

A. Our Lord instituted the Holy Eucharist by taking 
bread, blessing, breaking and giving to His Apostles, 
saying: ‘‘Take ye and eat. This is my body’’; and then 
by taking the cup of wine, blessing and giving it, saying 
to them: ‘‘Drink ye all of this. This is my blood which 
shall be shed for the remission of sins. Do this for a com- 
memoration of me.”’ 

Q. What happened when our Lord said, This is my 
body; this is my blood? 

A. When our Lord said, ‘‘This is my body,’’ the sub- 
stance of the bread was changed into the substance of 
His body; when He said, ‘‘This is my blood,’’ the sub- 
stance of the wine was changed into the substance of His 
blood. 

Q. Is Jesus Christ whole and entire both under the 
form of bread and under the form of wine? 

A. Jesus Christ is whole and entire both under the 
form of bread and under the form of wine. 
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Q. Did anything remain of the bread and wine after 
their substance had been changed into the substance of 
the body and blood of our Lord? 

A. After the substance of the bread and wine had 
been changed into the substance of the body and blood 
of our Lord there remained only the appearances of bread 
and wine. 

Q. What do you mean by the appearances of bread 
and wine? 

A. By the appearances of bread and wine I mean the 
figure, the color, the taste, and whatever appears to the 
senses. 

Q. What is this change of the bread and wine into the 
body and blood of our Lord called? 

A. This change of the bread and wine into the body 
and blood of our Lord is called Transubstantiation. 

Q. How was the substance of the bread and wine 
changed into the substance of the body and blood of 
Christ? 

A. The substance of the bread and wine was changed 
into the substance of the body and blood of Christ by His 
Almighty power. 

Q. Does this change of bread and wine into the body 
and blood of Christ continue to be made in the Church? 

A. This change of bread and wine into the body and 
blood of Christ continues to be made in the Chureh by 
Jesus Christ through the ministry of His priests. 

Q. When did Christ give His priests the power to 
change bread and wine into His body and blood? 

A. Christ gave His priests the power to change bread 
and wine into His body and blood when He said to the 
Apostles; ‘‘Do this in commemoration of me.’’ 
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Lesson 49. 


Holy Communion. The Eucharist differs from the other 
Sacraments in this, that, the sign remains for a time. 
When Baptism is given, the sign lasts only for a moment. 
When the water is poured and the words are said, the 
sign exists no more. But in the Blessed Eucharist the 
Body and Blood of our Lord, under the appearances of 
bread and wine, remain until they are consumed. Our 
Lord promised at Capharnaum to give us bread from 
heaven to eat. He fulfilled that promise when He told 
us to eat His flesh and to drink His blood. We eall the 
receiving of the Body and Blood Holy Communion. 

Conditions Necessary. Communion means a thorough 
union, and by Holy Communion we are thoroughly united 
with our Lord. He nourishes our souls, just as food nour- 
ishes our body. As Christ is all holy, it would be a 
terrible thing to receive Him into a soul stained with 
mortal sin. St. Paul, the Apostle, says that those who 
eat Christ’s body unworthily, eat their own condemna- 
tion, and are as guilty as those who crucified Him. But 
we must not only be free from mortal sin, we must 
also prepare our souls for Christ’s coming. We should 
try every day to grow in grace, so that when He comes 
He may find in our souls a dwelling prepared for Him- 
self. We should stir up faith in our hearts, and hope, 
and charity, by making frequent acts of those virtues. 

The Fast. Through reverence for our Lord we are 
commanded to receive Holy Communion fasting. We 
must not take anything in the way of food or drink 
from the midnight before. If we break our fast, it is not 
a sin, but we cannot receive Holy Communion, 
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Catechism XVIII. 


Q. Why did Christ institute the Holy Eucharist? 
A. Christ instituted the Holy Eucharist— 

1. To unite us to Himself and to nourish our soul 

with His divine life. 

2. To increase sanctifying grace and all virtues 
in our soul. 
To lessen our evil inclinations. 
To be a pledge of everlasting life. 
To fit our bodies for a glorious resurrection. 
To continue the sacrifice of the Cross in His 
Church. 

Q. How are we united to Jesus Christ in the Holy 
Eucharist? 

A. We are united to Jesus Christ in the Holy Euchar- 
ist by means of Holy Communion. 

Q. What is Holy Communion? 

A. Holy Communion is the receiving of the body and 
blood of Christ. 

Q. What is necessary to make a good Communion? 

A. To make a good Communion it is necessary to be in 
the state of sanctifying grace and to be fasting from mid- 
night. 

Q. What does it mean to be in the state of grace? 

A. To be in the state of grace means to be free from 
mortal sin, and pleasing to God. 

Q. Does he who receives Communion in mortal sin re- 
ceive the body and blood of Christ? 

A. He who receives Communion in mortal sin receives 
the body and blood of Christ, but does not receive His 
grace, and he commits a great sacrilege. 
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Q. Is it enough to be free from mortal sin to receive 
plentifully the graces of Holy Communion? 

A. To receive plentifully the graces of Holy Com- 
munion it is not enough to be free from mortal sin, but we 
should be free from all affections to venial sin, and should 
make acts of lively faith, of firm hope, and ardent love. 

Q. What is the fast necessary for Holy Communion? 

A. The fast necessary for Holy Communion is the ab- 
staining from midnight from everything which is taken 
as food or drink. 

Q. Is any one ever allowed to receive Holy Communion 
when not fasting? 

A. Any one in danger of death is allowed to receive 
Communion when not fasting. 

Q. When are we bound to receive Holy Communion? 

A. We are bound to receive Holy Communion, under 
pain of mortal sin, during the Easter time and when in 
danger of death. 

Q. Has Holy Communion any special name when re- 
ceived by persons in danger of death? 

A. The Holy Communion when received by persons in 
danger of death is called the Viaticum. 

Q. Is it well to receive Holy Communion often? 

A. It is well to receive Holy Communion often, as 
nothing is a greater aid to a holy life than often to receive 
the Author of all grace and the Source of all good. 

Q. What should we do after Holy Communion? 

A. After Holy Communion we should spend some time 
in adoring our Lord, in thanking Him for the grace we 
have received, and in asking for the blessings we need 
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Lesson S5O. 


Sacrifice. When our Lord died on the cross, He offered 
Himself to His eternal Father for the sins of the world. 
His death, therefore, was a Sacrifice. When He instituted 
the Blessed Eucharist, He told His disciples that they 
should shew forth His death by its means. The Eucharist, 
therefore, is a sacrifice as well as a Sacrament. It is 
the same sacrifice as the sacrifice of the cross, only that 
it is celebrated in an unbloody manner. 

The Mass. The usual name given the Eucharist as a 
sacrifice is the Mass. In the Mass the sacrifice of the 
cross is continued in the Church. The central part of the 
Mass is the consecration during which the priest changes 
bread and wine into the body and blood of our Lord. 

The Vestments. Mass can be said only by a priest who 
represents our Lord. When a priest says Mass hc wears 
special robes which are called Vestments. The chief vest- 
ments are the Alb and the Chasuble. The Alb is a white 
garment which puts us in mind of the white robe with 
which Herod clad our Lord. The Chasuble is a rich col- 
ored vestment worn over all the others, and it. reminds 
us by the cross that is marked on it, of our Lord carrying 
His cross to Calvary. 

The Altar. Mass is said on an Altar. The Altar is built 
like a box or table and reminds us of the table at the 
Last Supper. It is covered with linen cloths, and there 
are lighted candles on it. The candles represent our 
Lord who is the light of the world. There is also a book 
called the Mass Book or Missal, which contains the 
prayers and ceremonies used in the Mass. 

The Chalice and Paten. Chalice means a cup, and is 
the name we give to the cup in which the wine is conse- 
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erated at the Mass. The Paten is a plate or dish which 
holds the bread. The Chalice and Paten are covered with 
a veil of the same material and color as the Chasuble. 

The Parts of the Mass. The order of the Mass is the 
manner in which Mass is said. The most of that order is 
always the same, but the rest changes for every day in 
the year. The Mass is divided into two great parts. The 
first part consists of prayers and instruction, the second 
part consists of the Sacrifice. We can tell the dividing 
line by the people standing up when the book is changed, 
because the Gospel, and the Creed which is said after the 
Gospel on Sundays, are the last of the first part. 

The Gospel. The word Gospel means good news and is 
applied to the four lives of our Lord written by St. 
Matthew, St. Mark, St. Luke and St. John. A portion of 
some Gospel is read at every Mass, and during the read- 
ing of it the people stand up as a mark of respect. 

The Offertory. The Sacrifice is divided into three 
parts, the Offertory, the Consecration and the Commun- 
ion. During the Offertory the bread and wine are pre- 
pared and are offered to God. During the Offertory also 
the people offer their gifts to God by giving to the col- 
lection. We should, if possible, always have something 
worthy to offer God at Mass. 

The Consecration. The center of the Sacrifice is the 
Consecration. The bell rings after a prayer called the 
Preface, to warn us that the Consecration is about to 
begin. It rings again at the Elevation when the priest 
lifts up the Body and Blood of our Lord after each is 
consecrated. The receiving of the Body and Blood by the 
priest and the people is called the Communion. Before 
the Communion the priest says the Our Father and breaks 
the Bread. 
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Catechism XIX. 


Q. Is the Blessed Eucharist a Sacrament only? 

A. The Blessed Eucharist is not a Sacrament only; it 
is also a sacrifice. 

Q. What is a sacrifice? 

A. A sacrifice is the offering of an object by a priest 
to God alone, and the consuming of it to acknowledge 
that He is the Creator and Lord of all things. 

Q. What is the sacrifice of the New Law? 

A. The sacrifice of the New Law is that sacrifice in 
which Jesus Christ offered Himself to God on the Cross in 
satisfaction for the sins of the world. 

Q. Is the sacrifice of the Cross continued in the 
Church? 

A. The sacrifice of the Cross is continued in the 
Church by means of the Holy Mass. 

Q. When and where are the bread and wine changed 
into the body and blood of Christ? 

A. The bread and wine are changed into the body and 
blood of Christ at the Consecration in the Mass. 

Q. What is the Mass? 

A. The Mass is the unbloody sacrifice of the body and 

blood of Christ. 

- Q. Is the Mass the same sacrifice as that of the Cross? 
A. The Mass is the same sacrifice as that of the Cross. 
Q. How is the Mass the same sacrifice as that of the 

sross? 

‘ A. The Mass is the same sacrifice as that of the Cross 

because the offering and the priest are the same—Christ 

our Blessed Lord; and the ends for which the sacrifice of 
the Mass is offered are the same as those of the sacrifice 
of the Cross. 
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Q. What were the ends for which the sacrifice of the 
Cross was offered? . 

A. The ends for which the sacrifice of the Cross was 
offered were: 1st, To honor and glorify God; 2d, To 
thank Him for all the graces bestowed on the whole 
world; 3d, To satisfy God’s justice for the sins of men; 
4th, To obtain all graces and blessings. 

Q. Is there any difference between the sacrifice of the 
Cross and the sacrifice of the Mass? 

A. Yes; the manner in which the sacrifice is offered is 
different. On the Cross Christ really shed His Blood and 
was really slain; in the Mass there is no real shedding of 
blood, nor real death, because Christ can die no more; 
but the sacrifice of the Mass, through the separate conse- 
eration of the bread and the wine, represents His death 
on the Cross. 

Q. How should we assist at Mass? 

A. We should assist at Mass with great interior recol- 
lection and piety and with every outward mark of respect 
and devotion. 

Q. Which is the best manner of hearing Mass? 

A. The best manner of hearing Mass is to offer it to 
God with the priest for the same purpose for which it is 
said, to meditate on Christ’s sufferings and death, and to 
go to Holy Communion. 

Q. How is the order of the Mass divided? 

A. The order of the Mass is divided into two great 
parts: the first part consists of prayers and instructions; 
the second part consists of the Sacrifice, and is made up 
of the Offertory, the Preface, the Consecration, the Break- 
ing of the Bread, and the Communion. 
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After Communion. 


Jesus, gentlest Saviour, 
God of might and power, 
Thou Thyself art dwelling 
In us at this hour. 
Nature cannot hold Thee, 
Heaven is all too straight 
For Thine endless glory 
And Thy royal state. 


Out beyond the shining 
Of the farthest star 

Thou art ever stretching 
Infinitely far. 

Yet the hearts of children 
Hold what worlds cannot, 

And the God of wonders 
Loves the lowly spot. 


As men to their gardens 
Go to seek sweet flowers, 

In our hearts dear Jesus 
Seeks them at all hours. 

Jesus, gentlest Saviour, 
Thou art in us now; 

Fill us full of goodness 
Till our hearts o’erflow. 
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Lesson SI. 


Penance. After His resurrection our Lord gave \is 
Apostles the power to forgive sins when He said to them: 
‘“Whose sins ye shall forgive they are forgiven them; and 
whose sins ye shall retain they are retained.’’ Penance 
is a Sacrament in which the sins committed after Baptisr 
are forgiven. In Penance the priest sits as a judge in 
court and tries the sinner. Therefore this sacrament is 
like a trial. The priest has power to condemn or to for- 
give. The sinner is witness against himself, and tells 
what he has done wrong. If he is truly sorry, and prom- 
ises to make up for his sin, and to change his life, the 
priest forgives him, and lets him go. 

Parts of Penance. There are then in Penance four 
great parts: 

1. Contrition by which the sinner is sorry for his sins 
and purposes amendment. 

2. Confession by which he accuses himself to the 
priest of what he has done wrong. 

3. Satisfaction by which he does penance for his sins 
and tries to satisfy for them. 

4. Absolution which is the sentence pronounced by 
the priest as judge setting the sinner free from his sins. 

The Confessor. When the priest forgives sin in the 
Sacrament of Penance, he is called the Confessor. A Con- 
fessor is appointed by the Bishop, and a priest who has 
not been appointed by the Bishop cannot give the Sacra 
ment of Penance unless the person be in danger of 
death. 

‘The Examination of Conscience. Before we go to Con- 
fession we must try to call to mind the sins we should 
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confess. We call this the Examination of Conscience. Our 
conscience tells us what acts were right and what acts 
were wrong. We examine our conscience, therefore, to 
find out how we have sinned and how often. As we can- 
not do even the smallest thing to save our souls without 
God’s grace, we should earnestly pray that the Holy 
Ghost will fill our souls with light so that we may see 
our sins, and that He will fill our hearts with sorrow for 
having ever offended God. 

Method of Examination. There are various ways for 
examining our consciences, and after a while, if we go to 
confession regularly, each one of us will have a way of 
his own. In some prayer books there is a list of sins 
given, and by reading that list, we call to mind what we 
have done. One of the best ways, however, is to go over 
the Ten Commandments one by one and ask ourselves 
after each one: Have I broken this commandment? If 
so, How have I broken it? By thought? By word? By 
deed? By omission? How many times have I broken it? 

Scruples. In making our examination of conscience we 
must be in earnest. We must set about it seriously be- 
cause it is a most important work. But we must not 
grow nervous or fearful about our examination of con- 
science. Sometimes the devil tries to make Confession 
distasteful to us by tempting us about our examination. 
We stay too long at it, we go over it too often, we are 
afraid that we have left something out, we torment our- 
selves by striving to settle whether a sin is mortal or 
venial, and so on. We must not give way to such temp- 
tations. All God asks from us is an earnest and serious 
effort to know our sins, and if we forget any, we must 
not worry about it, and if we are in doubt, it is very easy 
to say so to our confessor or to ask his advice. 
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Catechism XX. 


Q. What is the Sacrament of Penance? 

A. Penance is a Sacrament in which the sins com- 
mitted after Baptism are forgiven. 

Q. How does the Sacrament of Penance remit sin, and 
restore to the soul the friendship of God? 

A. The Sacrament of Penance remits sin and restores 
the friendship of God to the soul by means of the abso- 
lution of the priest. 

Q. How do you know that the priest has the power of 
absolving from the sins committed after Baptism? 

A. I know that the priest has the power of absolving 
from the sins committed after Baptism, because Jesus 
Christ granted that power to the priests of His Church 
when He said: ‘‘Receive ye the Holy Ghost. Whose sing 
you shall forgive, they are forgiven them; whose sins 
you shall retain, they are retained.”’ 

Q. What are the conditions necessary for the Sacra- 
ment of Penance? 

A. The conditions necessary for the Sacrament of 
Penance are Contrition, Confession and Satisfaction on 
the part of the penitent, and Absolution on the part ot 
the priest. 

Q. What is Contrition? 

A. Contrition is a hearty sorrow for our sins, together 
with a firm purpose of sinning no more. 

Q. What is Confession? 

A. Confession is the telling of our sins to the con- 
fessor in order to obtain Absolution and Penance. 

Q. What is Satisfaction or the Penance? 

A. Satisfaction or the Penance consists of prayers or 
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other good works which the priest prescribes to the peni- 
tent to make up for his sins. 

Q. What is Absolution? 

A. Absolution is the sentence pronounced by the 
priest, in the name of Jesus Christ, to loose the sins of 
the penitent. 

Q. What, then, must we do to receive the Sacrament 
of Penance worthily? 

A. To receive the Sacrament of Penance worthily we 
must do five things: 

1. We must examine our conscience. 

2. We must have sorrow for our sins. 

3. We must make a firm resolution never more to of- 
fend God. 

4. We must confess our sins to the priest. 

5. We must accept the penance which. the priest 
gives us. 

Q. What is the examination of conscience? 

A. The examination of conscience is an earnest effort 
to recall to mind all the sins we have committed since 
our last worthy confession. 

Q. How can we make a good examination of con- 
science? 

A. We can make a good examination of conscieace 
by calling to memory the commandments of God, the pre- 
cepts of the Church, the seven capital sins, and the par- 
ticular duties of our state in life, to find out the sins we 
have committed. 

Q. What should we do TOR beginning the examina- 
tion of conscience? 

A. Before beginning the examination of conscience 
we should pray to God to give us light to know our sins 
and grace to detest them. 
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Lesson 52. 


Contvition. The most important part of the Sacrament 
ef Penance is Contrition. If we are really and truly sorry 
for our sins, all the other parts will come naturally. But 
if we are not sorry, we cannot receive the sacrament at all. 
As we are dealing with God, who sees into our very hearts, 
it is necessary that our sorrow should be heartfelt. Con- 
trition means breaking in pieces, and David says: ‘‘A 
broken and contrite heart, O Lord, Thou wilt not de- 
spise.’’? Then our sorrow must come from God. Without 
God’s grace we can do nothing, and our Contrition must 
be a gift from above. Then we cannot reserve anything 
from God. Each and every sin offends Him. We cannot 
keep some favorite sins for ourselves. We must be sorry 
for all our mortal sins without exception. Lastly, as God 
is the Supreme Being, so sin is the greatest evil that can 
be. No other evil could be so terrible. For that reason we 
should be sorry for our sins above all things. 

Perfect Contrition. The most sincere kind of sorrow is 
the sorrow we have for having offended one whom we 
love and who loves us. When we understand that we have 
done wrong to a good person, who never did us any harm, 
but was always kind and loving, we naturally feel 
pierced to the heart. Now God is the best friend we have. 
We are bound to love Him above all things. When we 
commit sin, we try to do Him an injury. Therefore, if 
we are sorry for sin, because we have offended so good and 
so loving a Friend. we are said to have Perfect Contrition. 
This Perfect Contrition comes from the love of God, and 
will take away the guilt of sin, provided we intend to go 
to Confession, and perform the other duties required of 
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us. We should pray earnestly to God to give us perfect 
Contrition for our sins, and if we are ever in any danger, 
we should try to make acts of Perfect Contrition. 

Imperfect Contrition. Sin is very evil to us. By sin we 
are shut out of heaven and condemned to hell. Moreover, 
sin is very shameful and hateful in itself. When we are 
sorry for our sin because we lose heaven and deserve hell, 
or because sin is so hateful in itself, we have Imperfect 
Contrition. It is not enough to be merely afraid of 
losing heaven or of going to hell, we must also be sorry 
for our sins and resolved to change our lives in order to 
escape hell and reach heaven. Imperfect Contrition does 
not take away our sins at once, as Perfect Contrition does, 
but it is sufficient for receiving the Sacrament of Penance 
which takes away our sins. Si singh 

Our Lord’s Sufferings. When we are preparing for 
Confession, we should not only think of God’s great good- 
ness to us and of the danger of losing our souls, but we 
should also think of how much our Lord suffered to 
redeem us. We can learn from His passion how hateful 
sin is; we can understand His great love for us. He Him- 
self said: ‘‘Greater love than this no man hath, that a 
man should lay down;his life for his friend.’’ 

Amendment. If we are really sorry for our sins, we will 
naturally make a firm resolution never to commit them 
again. A person who says he is sorry for doing seme- 
thing and then goes on doing it, will not be believed by 
anybody. We must make up our minds not to be guilty of 
sin again, and besides we must take care to keep away 
from anything or anybody that we know may lead us 
into sin. Moreover, we should pray earnestly to Almighty 
God to keep us out of temptation, and to give as strength 
to overcome those passions to which we irt most subject. 
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Catechism X XI. 


Q. What kind of sorrow should we have for our sins? 

A. The sorrow we should have for our sins should 
be interior, supernatural, universal, and sovereign. 

@. What do you mean by saying that our sorrow 
should be interior? 

A. When I say that our sorrow should be interior, I 
mean that it should come from the heart, and not merely 
from the lips. 

Q. What do you mean by saying that our sorrow 
should be supernatural? 

A. When I say that our sorrow should be supernatural. 
I mean that it should be prompted by the grace of God, 
and excited by motives which spring from faith, and not 
by merely natural motives. 

Q. What do you mean by saying that our sorrow 
should be universal? 

A. When I say that our sorrow should be universal, I 
mean that we should be sorry for all our mortal sins 
without, exception. 

Q. What do you mean when you say that our sorrow 
should be sovereign? 

A. When I say that our sorrow should be sovereign 
I mean that we should grieve more for having offended 
God. than for any other evil that can befall us. 

Q. How may we obtain sorrow for our sins? 

A. We may obtain sorrow for our sins by praying for 
it and by thinking on the reasons why we should be 
sorry. 

Q. Why should we be sorry for our sins? 

A. We should be sorry for our sins, because sin is the 
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greatest of evils and an offence against God our Creator, 
Preserver and Redeemer, and because it shuts us out of 
heaven and condemns us to the eternal pains of hell. 

Q. How many kinds of contrition are there? 

A. There are two kinds of contrition: perfect contri- 
tion and imperfect contrition. 

Q. What is perfect contrition? 

A. Perfect contrition is that which fills us with sor- 
row and hatred for sin, because it offends God, who is 
infinitely good in Himself and worthy of all love. 

Q. Will perfect contrition reconcile us to Almighty 
God? 

A. Perfect contrition will reconcile us to Almighty 
God, provided we have a firm resolution to go to confes- 
sion, to satisfy for our sins, and not to offend Him any 
more. 

Q. What is imperfect contrition? 

A. Imperfect contrition is that by which we hate 
what offends God, because by it we lose heaven and 
deserve hell; or because sin is so hateful in itself. 

Q. Is imperfect contrition sufficient for a worthy con- 
fession? 

A. Imperfect contrition is sufficient for a worthy 
confession, but we should endeavor to have perfect con- 
trition. 

Q. What do you mean by a firm purpose of sinning 
no more? 

A. By a firm purpose of sinning no more I mean a 
fixed resolve not only to avoid all mortal sin, but also its 
near occasions. 

Q. What do you mean by the near occasions of sin? 

A. By the near occasions of sin I mean all the persons, 
places and things that may easily lead us into sin. 
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Lesson 53. 


The Secrecy of the Confessional. In the Confessional 
the priest sits as a judge. He sits in the seat of Christ 
Himself. When we speak to him, we are speaking into 
our L~rd’s ear. No matter how great our sin is, he can 
never tell it to any one. Wicked men have tried to 
make priests tell them the sins that people confessed to 
them, but the priests went to prison and death rather 
than tell. We should not be afraid or ashamed of the 
priest. He is like a doctor. He does not want to hurt 
us, but to cure us. Our sin is like sickness, and we 
cannot expect the doctor to help us, unless he knows 
what the sickness is. We must not think that we will 
astonish or startle the priest by our sins. Just as a doctor 
knows all kinds of diseases, so a priest knows what kind 
of sins people can commit. Always remember that he 
takes the place of our Lord, and that our Lord said: 
‘‘They that are whole have no need of a physician; but 
they that are sick. I am not come to call the just but 
sinners to penance.”’ 

Qualities of Confession. When we come to Confession, 
we should come in a humble and contrite heart. We 
should also remember that God sees every thought in 
our minds, and we should tell our sins just as we com- 
mitted them, not trying to make them greater or less 
than they really are. Then we must tell our mortal 
sins. We need not tell our venial sins unless we like, 
but we are bound to tell all our mortal sins. If we 
should deliberately keep back one mortal sin, our Con- 
fession is worthless. Nay, more, we commit a new sin 
by hiding our guilt, for we tell a lie, not to the priest, 
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but to the Holy Ghost. We can never make a good 
Confession again unless we tell that we have kept back 
that sin. It is indeed very foolish thus to hide one’s sin 
from the priest, because God knows everything, and we 
cannot hide anything from Him. Moreover, we make 
more trouble for ourselves, because we have to repeat 
every Confession back to the time we concealed the sin. 

The Number of Sins. Besides telling the kind of mortal 
sins we committed, we must also tell the number of times 
we committed them. It is not enough to say: ‘‘I lost 
Mass on Sunday’’; we must add how many times we lost 
Mass—oncee, twice, or three times, ete. If we should have 
the misfortune to commit mortal sin so many times that 
we cannot remember how often, we should then say how 
often we committed it in the day, or week, or month, 
or how long a time we have had the habit of committing 
that sin. 

Forgotten Sins. Sometimes it happens that we forget 
to tell a sin in Confession. If we have made a good 
examination of conscience, we should not be uneasy be- 
cause some sin may escape our memory while we are 
with the priest. It is not unecessary to go back at once 
and tell him. The sin is forgiven, and it is sufficient to 
tell it when we go to Confession again. 

The Penance. God visits our sin with two kinds of 
punishment, temporal and eternal. In the Sacrament of 
Penance He forgives the eternal punishment, but the tem- 
poral punishment remains. For that reason the priest 
gives us a Penance in order to satisfy for the temporal 
punishment. We should perform our Penance as soon as 
possible, and we should be careful to perform it exactly 
as the priest gave it. 
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Catechism XXII. 


Q. What sins are we bound to confess? 

A. We are bound to confess al) our mortal sins, but 
it is well also to confess our venial sins. ; 

Q. Which are the chief qualities of a good Confession? 

A. The chief qualities of a good Confession are three: 
it must be humble, sincere and entire. 

Q. When is our Confession humble? 

A. Our Confession is humble, when we accuse our- 
selves of our sins, with a deep sense of shame and sorrow 
for having offended God. 

Q. When is our Confession sincere? 

A. Our Confession is sincere, when we tell our sins 
honestly and truthfully, neither exaggerating nor excus- 
ing them. 

Q. When is our Confession entire? 

A. Our Confession is entire, when we tell the number 
and kinds of our sins, and the circumstances which change 
their nature. 

Q. What should we do if we cannot remember the 
number of our sins? 

A. If we cannot remember the number of our sins, 
we should tell the number as nearly as possible, and say 
how often we may have sinned in a day, a week, or a 
month, and how long the habit or practice has lasted. 

Q. Is our Confession worthy if, without our fault, we 
forget to confess a mortal sin? 

A. If, without our fault, we forget to confess a mor- 
tal sin, our Confession is worthy, and the sin is forgiven; 
but it must be told in Confession if it again comes to our 
mind. 
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Q. Is it a grievous offense wilfully to conceal a mortal 
sin in Confession? 

A. It is a grievous offense wilfully to conceal a mor- 
tal sin in Confession, because we thereby tell a lie to the 
Holy Ghost, and make our Confession worthless. 

Q. What must he do who has wilfully concealed a 
mortal sin in Confession? 

A. He who has wilfully concealed a mortal sin in 
Confession must not only confess it, but must also repeat 
all the sins he has committed since his last worthy Con- 
fession. 

Q. Why does the priest give us a penance after Con- 
fession? 

A. The priest gives us a penance after Confession, 
that we may satisfy God for the temporal punishment 
due to our sins. 

Q. Does the Sacrament of Penance remit all punish- 
ment due to sin? 

A. The Sacrament of Penance remits the eternal pun- 
- ishment due to sin, but it does not always remit the tem- 
poral punishment which God requires as satisfaction for 
our sins. 

Q. Why does God require a temporal punishment as 
a satisfaction for sin? 

A. God requires a temporal punishment as a satisfac- 
tion for sin, to teach us the great evil of sin and to 
prevent us from falling again. 

Q. Which are the chief means by which we satisfy 
God for the temporal punishment due to sin? 

A. The chief means by which we satisfy God for the 
temporal punishment due to sin are: Prayer, Fasting, 
Almsgiving, all spiritual and corporal works of mercy, 
and the patient suffering of the ills of life. 
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Form of Confession. 


The penitent asks the priest’s blessing: 

Bless me, Father. 

The confessor says: 

The Lord be on thy heart and on thy lips, that thou mayest con 
fess all thy sins aright, in the sy Name of the Father, etc. 

The penitent, in the meantime, makes the Sign of the Cross and 
Says: 

I confess to Almighty God and to you, Father, that I 
have sinnned. 

Nh oe a since my last confession, I received 
absolution, said my penance, and went to Holy Commu- 
nion, 

Since then I have offended God by breaking His Com- 
mandments in thought, word, deed and omission. 

Er ickehaeher ste encores gods (Here\ ‘tell’ your sins.) i)... 6 dS ae le stnwe « 

For these and all my other sins which I cannot now 
remember, I ask pardon from God, and penance and 
absolution from you, Father. 

When the priest wishes to absolve the penitent, he first gives a 
salutary penance, and then he says: 

May the Almighty God have mercy upon thee, etc. 

He raises his right hand toward the penitent: 


May the Almighty and Merciful Lord grant thee pardon, etc. 

May our Lord Jesus Christ absolve thee; and I, by His author- 
ity, do absolve thee from every bond of excommunication and inter- 
dict, as far as I am able and thou dost need. 

Finally: 

I absolve thee from thy sins, in the jj Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, the merits of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and of all the saints, whatsoever thou shalt 
have done of good or borne of evil be to thee unto the remission of 
sins, increase of grace and reward of life everlasting. Amen. 


In the meantime the penitent says: 

O my God! I am heartily sorry for having offended 
Thee, and I detest all my sins, because I dread the loss of 
heaven and the pains of hell, but most of all because they 
offend Thee, my God, who art all good and deserving of 
all my love. I firmly resolve, with the help of Thy grace, 
to do penance, and to amend my life. Amen. 
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Lesson 54. 


In the Confessional. The place where confessions are 
usually heard is called the Confessional. It is not neces- 
sary, however, to go into the Confessional to hear con- 
fessions. They may be heard anywhere, but the custom 
is for the priest to sit in the Confessional at certain times, 
and the people come to him there. If there are many 
to be heard, we should patiently wait our turn, and then 
enter the Confessional quietly and devoutly. If the priest 
is not yet ready to hear us, we spend the time saying 
our prayers, and especially the Acts of Faith, Hope, 
Charity and Contrition. When the priest is ready to 
hear us, we begin as in the form. Then we tell all our 
mortal sins and such venial sins as we wish to mention. 
If we have any questions to ask the priest, we should do 
so modestly and quietly. We should be careful not to 
speak in such a tone of voice that those outside may 
hear us. If the priest should ask us questions, we should 
answer him to the best of our ability. When he gives 
us advice, we should take it thankfully and store it up 
in our minds. 

Absolution. When the priest has given us our penance, 
he raises his hand over us, and, by the authority of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, he absolves us from our sins. While 
the priest is giving us Absolution, we should repeat the 
Act of Contrition as given in the form. We then leave 
the confessional freed from our sins. ‘‘Whose sins ye 
shall forgive they are forgiven them.’’ The eternal pun- 
ishment that was written against us is wiped out. The 
temporal punishment remains. We satisfy for that tem- 
poral punishment by saying our penance, by performing 
good works and by gaining indulgences. 
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Catechism XXIII. 


Q. What should we do on entering the confessional: 

A. On entering the confessional we should kneel, make 
the sign of the Cross, and say to the priest, ‘‘Bless me, 
father’’; then add, ‘‘I confess to Almighty God and to 
you, father, that I have. sinned.’’ 

Q. Which are the first things we should tell the priest 
in Confession? 

A. The first things we should tell the priest in Con- 
fession are the time of our last Confession, and whether 
we said the penance and went to Holy Communion. 

Q. After telling the time of our last Confession and 
Communion, what should we do? 

A. After telling the time of our last Confession and 
Communion, we should confess all the mortal sins we 
have since committed, and all the venial sins we may wish 
to mention. 

Q. What must we do when the confessor asks us 
questions? 

A. When the confessor asks us questions we must 
answer them truthfully and clearly. 

Q. What should we do after telling our sins? 

A. After telling our sins we should listen with atten- 
tion to the advice which the confessor may think proper 
to give. 

Q. How should we end our Confession? 

A. We should end our Confession by saying, I also 
accuse myself of all the sins of my past, life, telling, if 
we choose, one or several of our past sins. 

Q. What should we do while the priest is giving us 
absolution? 

A. While the priest is giving us absolution we should 
from our heart renew the Act of Contrition. 
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Lord, Have Mercy. 


Jesu, meek and gentle, 
Son of God Most High, 
Pitying, loving Saviour, 
Hear Thy children’s cry. 


Pardon our offenses, 
Loose our captive chains. 
Break down every ido) 
‘Nhich our soul detains. 


Grant us absolution, 

Fill our hearts with love; 
Draw us, Holy Jesus, 

To the realms above. 


Lead us on our journey, 

Be Thyself the Way 
Through terrestial darkness 
To celestial day. 


Jesu, meek and gentle, 
Son of God Most High, 
Pitying, loving Saviour, 
Hear Thy children’s cry. 
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Lesson 55. 


Extreme Unction. When Christians are very sick and 
in danger of death, they send for the priest to prepare 
them. They first make their confession, and then the 
Holy Communion is given them, even if they are not 
fasting. When Holy Communion is given to the dying, 
it is called Viaticum. Lastly, the priest anoints the eyes, 
ears, nostrils, lips, hands and feet of the person in danger 
of death with holy oil, and prays that God will forgive 
all the sins that may have been committed by these 
senses. This anointing is called the Last Anointing, or 
Extreme Unction, and is a Sacrament which strengthens 
the soul and sometimes even heals the body. 

Holy Order. When our Lord sent His Apostles to 
preach the Gospel He gave them power to set aside other 
men to take their places, to rule the Church, to offer the 
Sacrifice of the New Law, and to serve at the altar. The 
Sacrament by which Bishops, priests, and the other min- 
isters are given those offices, is called Holy Order. The 
Bishop rules over a diocese, and he has priests under 
him, who serve in the various churches. A deacon serves 
a priest at the High Mass, and a subdeacon serves the 
deacon. 

Matrimony. The Sacrament of Matrimony joins a 
Christian man and woman in marriage. When Catholics 
are about to get married they should see the parish priest 
of the bride in time and make all arrangements for the 
marriage with him. Catholies who attempt to get married 
before a minister or a justice of the peace commit a great 
sin and give great scandal. The proper way to get 
married is in the church and with a Mass. 
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Catechiam CXLV. 


Q. What is an Indulgence? 

A. An Indulgence is the remission in whole or in part 
of the temporal punishment due to sin. 

Q. When should we receive Extreme Unction? 

A. We should receive Extreme Unction when we are 
in danger of death from sickness, or from a wound or 
accident. 

Q. Should we wait until we are in extreme danger 
before we receive Extreme Unction? 

A. We should not wait until we are in extreme danger 
before we receive Extreme Unction, but if possible we 
should receive it whilst we have the use of our senses. 

Q. How should we receive the Sacrament of Extreme 
Unction? 

A. We should receive the Sacrament of Extreme Unc- 
tion in the state of grace, and with lively faith and resig- 
nation to the will of God. 

Q. How should Christians look upon the priests of 
the Church? 

A. Christians should look upon the priests of the 
Church as the messengers of God and the dispensers of 
His mysteries. 

Q. Can the bond of Christian marriage be dissolved 
by any human power? 

A. The bond of Christian marriage cannot be dis- 
solved by any human power. 

Q. To receive the Sacrament of Matrimony worthily 
is it necessary to be in the state of grace? 

A. To receive the Sacrament of Matrimony worthily 
it is necessary to be in the state of grace, and it is neces- 
sary also to comply with the laws of the Church. 


pat 
e 


pt 


ade ge bo 


SLEeSIN AM AwWN 


217 


The Ten Commandments. 


I am the Lord thy God. Thou shalt not have strange gods 


before Me. 


Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain. 


Remember thou keep holy the Sabbath day. 

Honor thy father and thy mother. 

Thou shalt not kill. 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

Thou shalt not steal. 

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. 
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife. 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s goods. 


The Precepts of the Church. 


To hear Mass on Sundays and Holydays of obligation. 
To fast and abstain on the days appointed. 

To confess at least once a year. 

To receive the Holy Eucharist during the Easter time. 
To contribute to the support of our pastors. 

To marry only before the priests of the Catholic Church. 


The Holydays of Obligation. 


Three Feasts of Our Lord. 
Christmas Day, December 25. 
Circumcision or New Year, January 1. 
Ascension, forty days after Easter. 
Two Feasts of Our Lady. 
Assumption of Blessed Virgin, August 15. 
Immaculate Conception, December 8. 
One Feast of the Saints. 
All Saints, November 1. 
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Lesson 56. 


The Ten Commandments. When God brought the Jews 
out of Egypt, He gave them the Ten Commandments 
through Moses on Mount Sinai. We also are bound to 
obey the Ten Commandments, because our Lord has so 
ordered us. They may be summed up in the Two Great 
Commandments of the New Law: ‘‘Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with thy whole heart, with thy whole soul, 
with thy whole strength, and with thy whole mind. Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. ”’ 

The Two Tables. The Ten Commandments were written 
on two tables of stone. It is said there were three on 
one table and seven on the other. The Commandments 
on the first table deal with our duty to God. The Com- 
mandments on the second table deal with our duty to 
our neighbor. Our duty to God requires that we acknow- 
ledge and serve one only God, that we reverence His 
name, and that we observe the days set aside for His 
service. Our duty to our neighbor requires that we honor 
our parents, respect human life, keep ourselves pure in 
body and soul, and regard our neighbor’s rights to his 
property, and his good name. 

The First Commandment. Each Commandment has 
two sides. One side orders us to do certain things. The 
other side forbids us to do certain things. The First 
Commandment orders us to acknowledge that there is 
only one God, to adore Him by prayer and sacrifice, and 
to serve Him all the days of our life. It forbids us to 
believe in other gods or to give to any creature the service 
we owe God alone. It forbids us also to show any dis- 
respect to God or to things connected with God. 
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Catechism XXV. 


Q. Is it enough to belong to God’s Church in order 
to be saved? 

A. It is not enough to belong to the Church in order 
to be saved, but we must also keep the Commandments 
of God and of the Church. 

Q. Who gave the Ten Commandments? 

A. God Himself gave the Ten Commandments to 
Moses on Mount Sinai, and our Lord confirmed them. 

Q. What are we commanded by the First Command- 
ment? 

A. We are commanded by the First Commandment 
to adore one only God and to serve Him alone. 

Q. How do we adore God? 

A. We adore God by prayer and sacrifice. 

Q. How do we serve God? 

A. We serve God by doing the duties of our religion 
in faith, hope and charity. 

Q. What is forbidden by the First Commandment? 

A. The First Commandment forbids us to give to 
others the honor due to God alone, to despise His Majesty, 
or to fail in our duty towards Him. 

Q. How does a person give to others the honor due 
to God alone? 

A. A person gives to others the honor due to God alone 
by Idolatry, False Worship or Superstition. 

Q. How does a person despise God’s majesty? 

A. A person despises God’s majesty by Sacrilege 
Simony or Tempting God. 

Q. How does a person fail in his duty towards God? 

A. A person fails in his duty towards God by sinning 
against faith, hope or charity. 
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Lesson 57. 


The Second Commandment. The Holy Ghost says: 
‘The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.’’ God 
is a great King, all powerful and all holy. We should 
reverence Him and ask Him to fill us with His holy fear. 
We should always pay the highest honor to His name. 
Everything connected with God or devoted to religion 
demands our respect. The Church, the priests, the re- 
ligious should be honored by us because they are given 
especially to God’s service. We reverence the saints 
because they are God’s friends. We must also respect 
the sacred name of our Lord Jesus Christ. St. Paul says 
that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, whether 
in heaven, on earth or in hell. All cursing and swearing 
are forbidden by the Second. Commandment. 

The Third Commandment. In the Old Law Almighty 
God set aside the Sabbath as a day of rest. The Sabbath 
is the seventh day of the week, or Saturday. In the 
New Law the Church, by the authority of our Lord, set 
aside the first day of the week, or Sunday, to be devoted 
especially to God’s service. The Church chose Sunday 
because it was on Sunday our Lord rose from the dead, 
and the Holy Ghost came down upon the Apostles. We 
observe the Sunday by going to Mass and by abstaining 
from servile works. Servile means belonging to a slave, 
and servile work is the heavy and laborious work that 
slaves had to do. There are certain occasions, however, 
when servile work may be necessary. In such cases the 
Church gives us permission to perform it. If we are in 
doubt, we should consult our pastor. 
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Catechism XXVI. 


Q. What are we commanded by the Second Command. 
ment? 

A. We are commanded by the Second Commandment 
to speak with reverence of God and of the saints, and 
of all holy things, and to keep our lawful oaths and vows. 

Q. What is an oath? 

A. An oath is the calling upon God to witness the 
truth of what we say. 

Q. When may we take an oath? 

A. We may take an oath when it is ordered by lawful 
authority or required for God’s honor or for our own or 
our neighbor’s good. 

Q. What is necessary to make an oath lawful? 

A. To make an oath lawful it is necessary that what 
we swear be true, and that there be a sufficient cause 
for taking an oath. 

Q. What is a vow? 

A. A vow is a deliberate promise made to God to do 
something that is pleasing to Him. 

Q. Is it a sin not to fulfill our vows? 

A. Not to fulfill our vows is a sin, mortal or venial. 
according to the nature of the vow and the intention we 
had in making it. 

Q. What is forbidden by the Second Commandment? 

A. The Second Commandment forbids all false, rash. 
unjust and unnecessary oaths, blasphemy, cursing, and 
profane words. 

Q. What are we commanded by the Third Command. 
ment? 

A. By the Third Commandment we are commanded to 
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keep holy the Lord’s day and the holydays of obligation, 
on which we are to give our time to the service and wor- 
ship of God. 

Q. How are we to worship God on Sundays and holy- 
days of obligation? 

A. We are to worship God on Sundays and holydays 
of obligation by hearing Mass, by prayer, and by other 
good works. 

Q. Are the Sabbath day and the Sunday the same? 

A. The Sabbath day and the Sunday are not the same. 
The Sabbath is the seventh day of the week, and is the 
day which was kept holy in the old law; the Sunday is 
the first day of the week, and is the day which is. kept 
holy in the New Law. 

Q. Why does the Church command us to keep the 
Sunday holy instead of the Sabbath? 

A. The Church commands us to keep the Sunday holy 
instead of the Sabbath because on Sunday Christ rose 
from the dead ind on Sunday He sent the Holy Ghost 
upon the Apostles. 

Q. What is forbidden by the Third Gommandment? 

A. The Third Commandment forbids all unnecessary 
servile work and whatever else may hinder the due ob- 
servance of the Lord’s day. 

Q. What are servile works? 

A. Servile works are those which require labor rather 
of body than of mind. 

Q. Are servile works on Sunday ever lawful? 

A. Servile works are lawful on Sunday when the honor 
of God, the good of our neighbor, or necessity requires 
them. 
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St. Bernard’s Hymn. 


Jesu, the very thought of Thee 
With sweetness fills my breast, 

But sweeter far Thy face to see, 
And in Thy Presence rest. 


No voice can sing, no heart can frame, 
Nor can the memory find 

A sweeter sound than that blessed Name, 
O Saviour of Mankind. 


O Hope of every contrite heart, 
O Joy of all the meek, 

To those who ask how kind Thou art, 
How good to those who seek! 


But what to those who find? Ah, this 
Nor tongue-nor pen can show; 

The love of Jesus what it is 
None but His loved ones know. 


Jesu, our only Joy be Thou, 
As Thou our Prize wilt be; 

In Thee be all our glory now, 
And through eternity. 
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Lesson 58. 


The Fourth Commandment. When our Lord came 
down from Jerusalem, after His parents found Him in 
the Temple, He was subject to them. He was God, yet He 
obeyed the Blessed Virgin and St. Joseph. Our Lord did 
this to show us an example. The Fourth Commandment 
is: Honor thy father and thy mother. God commands us 
to honor our parents, to love them, to obey them, to help 
them, and to pray for them. We should always show 
them respect, and when they tell us to do anything, we 
should do it willingly. Every morning and evening we 
should ask God to bless them. 

Our teachers take the place of our parents. We must 
obey our teachers in school, just as we obey our parents 
when we are at home. We must do willingly what they 
tell us. It is good also to pray for our teachers and for 
all that are set over us. In church we must obey our 
pastors; we should pray for them, and for our Bishop 
and all our priests. We must keep the laws of our coun- 
try, and respect the officers who carry out the law. We 
should pray for our country that God may bless it. 

It is wrong to disobey our parents and teachers. Some 
children are stubborn, and refuse to do what they are 
told. It is a sin to be stubborn and disobedient. Our 
Lord was subject to His parents when He was a child. 
He is displeased with us when we talk back to our 
parents and when we are disagreeable. Every one loves 
an obedient child. No one likes a bad and stubborn child. 
Our parents and teachers know what is best for us. They 
‘ove us and try to do everything for our good. We may 
not understand it now, but when we grow up we shall 
see that they are right. 
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The Fifth Commandment. In the Sermon on the Mount 
our Lord said: ‘‘Ye have heard that it was said to them ol 
old: ‘Thou shalt not kill, and whosoever shall kill, shall 
be in danger of the judgment,’ but’I say unto you that 
every one who is angry with his brother, shall be in 
danger of the judgment.’’ The Fifth Commandment is: 
Thou shalt not kill. God commands us to live in peace 
with all. We should love our companions and should try 
to help them in every way. We are all children of one 
God. No matter where we live, or what language we 
speak, God made us all brethren. 

Our Lord tells us that angry thoughts are wrong. 
When we are angry, we must try and put those thoughts 
away. ‘We say in the ‘‘Our Father,’’ ‘‘forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.’’ 
Our Lord says that if we do not forgive others, God will 
not forgive us. Angry words are displeasing to God. 
They do us no good, and they make others angry. It 
is a sin to annoy others so as to vex them. We should 
not like to be annoyed ourselves, or to have evil words 
said of us. Our Lord said: ‘‘Do unto others as ye would 
have others do unto you.”’ 

To kill the body is bad, but to kill the soul is worse. 
Mortal sin kills the soul. When we give bad example 
and make others sin, we kill their souls. To make others 
commit sin, is a great sin. It is called the sin of scandal. 
Our Lord said: ‘Woe to the world because of scandal, 
and woe to the man through whom scandal eometh.”’ 
And He said another time: ‘‘Whosoever shall give 
scandal to one of these little ones who believe in Me, it 
were better for him that a millstone were hanged round 
his neck, and he were drowned in the depths of the sea.’’ 


DPA 
Lesson 59. 


The Sixth Commandment. When our Lord was warn- 
ing His disciples against scandal, He said: ‘‘See that ye 
despise not one of these little ones, for I say unto you, 
that in heaven their angels always behold the face of 
My Yather, who is in heaven.’’ Each one of us has a 
Guardian Angel. God has sent him to watch over us. He 
always sees God’s face, and he gives an account of us to 
our Father. We should never do or say anything that 
we would be ashamed to have known. When we are 
tempted to do wrong, we should remember that our own 
angel and the angels of our companions stand before God, 
and see His face, and give an account of us. 

The Sixth Commandment is: ‘‘Thou shalt not commit 
adultery.’’ There are some things about which it is not 
good to speak or think. We should never let any thought 
remain in our minds which we should not wish the 
angels to know. We should never say a word which 
would make us blush if our parents heard it. We must 
be clean in thought, and word, and deed. God hates 
uncleanness. We should ask Him every day to keep us 
modest in our looks, dress, words and actions. We should 
ask the Blessed Virgin to pray for us, so that we may be 
pure in body and soul. 

We should keep away from evil company. When chil- 
dren say bad words, or do bad things, they are not fit 
companions for us. They grieve their angels, who see 
God’s face in heaven. They lead us into temptation, and 
we pray every day: ‘‘Lead us not into temptation.’’ But 
it is no use to pray to God, if we ourselves go into tempta- 
tion. We cannot touch pitch without getting dirty; we 
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cannot put our hands in the fire without getting burned. | 
In the same way, we cannot go with unclean children 
without becoming unclean ourselves. The Holy Ghost 
says: ‘‘He that loveth the danger, shall perish therein.’’ 

Good Reading. Bad books and bad newspapers are 
the worst kind of bad companions. They turn away our 
hearts from God, and they fill our minds with all man- 
ner of evil thoughts. We should not read such books or 
newspapers. On the contrary, we should read good books 
and good papers such as may be given to us by our 
parents or teachers. If we learn to like good reading, 
when we are young, the taste will remain with us all our 
life; and when we grow up, we will not care for the weak 
and foolish books upon which so many people waste their 
time. 

The Ninth Commandment. This Commandment forbids 
in thought what the sixth forbids in action. It tells us 
to keep our minds and hearts pure, and to shun bad 
thoughts. When evil thoughts come before us, we should 
at once think of something else, or say a little prayer: 
‘‘Lord Jesus, help me.’’ ‘‘Mary, Mother, pray for me.’’ 
We must remember that it is very easy to get into the 
habit of keeping bad thoughts in our minds. But it is 
just as easy to get into the habit of putting them away. 
We must take care to put them away at the very begin- 
ning. If we delay once, we shall have more trouble the 
next time. 

We should also take care to avoid idleness and intem- 
perance, which are fruitful causes of bad thoughts and 
evil actions. 
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The Angelus. 
The angel of the Lord declared unto Mary, 
And she conceived of the Holy Ghost. 
Hail Mary, etc. 
Behold the handmaid of the Lord, 
Be it done unto me according to thy word. 
Hail Mary, etc. 
And the Word was made flesh 
And dwelt amongst us. 
Hail Mary, etc. 
Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God. 
That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
Let us pray. 

Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy grace into our 
hearts, that we to whom the Incarnation of Christ, Thy Son, was 
made known by the message of an angel, may, by His passion 
and cross, be brought to the glory of His resurrection, through 
the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Blessing Before Meals. 


Bless us, O Lord! and these Thy gifts, which we are about 
to receive from Thy bounty, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Grace After Meals. 
We give Thee thanks for all Thy benefits, 0 Almighty God, 


who livest and reignest for ever ; and may the souls of the faith- 
ful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 


For the Virtue of Purity. 
O Mary, through thy holy and Immaculate Conception, keep 
me pure in body and soul. 


Hail Mary, etc. 
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Catechism XXVII. 


Q. What are we commanded by the Fourth Command. 
ment? 

A. We are commanded by the Fourth Commandment 
to honor, love and obey our parents in all that is not sin. 

Q. Are we bound to honor and obey others than our 
parents. 

A. We are also bound to honor and obey our bishops, 
pastors, magistrates, teachers, and other lawful superiors. 

Q. Have parents and superiors any duties towards 
those who are under their charge? 

A. It is the duty of parents and superiors to take good 
care of all under their charge and give them proper 
direction and example. 

Q. What is forbidden by the Fourth Commandment? 

A. The Fourth Commandment forbids all disobedience, 
contempt and stubbornness towards our parents or lawful 
superiors. 

Q. What are we commanded by the Fifth Command- 
ment? 

A. We are commanded by the Fifth Commandment 
to live in peace and union with our neighbor, to respect 
his rights, to seek his spiritual and bodily welfare, and to 
take proper care of our own life and health. 

Q. What is forbidden by the Fifth Commandment? 

A. The Fifth Commandment forbids all wilful murder, 
fighting, anger, hatred, revenge, and bad example. 

Q. What is scandal? 

A. Scandal is any word, deed or omission which leads 
another to commit sin. 

Q. Why are scandal and bad example forbidden by 
the Fifth Commandment? 
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A. Seandal and bad example are forbidden by the 
Fifth Commandment, because they lead to the injury and 
spiritual death of our neighbor’s soul. 

Q. What are we commanded by the Sixth Command- 
ment? 

A. We are commanded by the Sixth Commandment 
to be pure in thought and modest in all our looks, words 
and actions. 

Q. What is forbidden by the Sixth Commandment? 

A. The Sixth Commandment forbids every act, look 
or word contrary to chastity. 
Q. Does the Sixth Commandment forbid the reading 

of bad and immodest books and newspapers? 

A. The Sixth Commandment does forbid the reading 
of bad and immodest books and newspapers. 

Q. What are we commanded by the Ninth Command- 
ment? 6 

A. We are commanded py the Ninth Commandment to 
keep ourselves pure in thought and desire. 

Q. What is forbidden by the Ninth Commandment? 

A. The Ninth Commandment forbids all bad thoughts 
and desires against holy purity. 

Q. Are impure thoughts and desires always sins? 

A. Impure thoughts and desires are always sins, un- 
less they displease us and we try to banish them. 

Q. What sins commonly lead to the breaking of the 
Sixth and Ninth Commandments? 

A. The sins that commonly lead to the breaking of 
the Sixth and Ninth Commandments are gluttony, drunk- 
enness, and intemperance, and also idleness, bad com- 
pany, and the neglect of prayer. 
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Lesson 60. 


The Seventh Commandment. God forbids us to take 
or keep what does not belong to us. It makes no differ- 
ence whether the thing is great or small. Our Lord said: 
“‘He that is unjust in that which is little, is unjust also 
in that which is greater.’’ Children who begin by taking 
little things, soon come to take things that are greater. 
Even in our own home we must not take what does not 
belong to us without permission from our parents. We 
must be honest, not for fear our sin will be found out, 
but because God commands us to be honest. We may 
think that no one will know that we have stolen. But 
God knows. His eye is always upon us. If we have taken 
anything that does not belong to us, we must return it 
or its value, as far as we are able. If we will not do this, 
God will not forgive us. We may be very sorry for our 
sin but we cannot be forgiven as long as we keep what is 
not our own. If we borrow anything, we must give it 
back. To borrow and not to return, is the same as to steal. 
The Seventh Commandment commands us to take good 
care of what is our own. We should be careful of our 
books and clothes, and we should not wilfully spoil or 
injure them. The Seventh Commandment forbids us to 
injure what belongs to others. In school we should be just 
as careful of the fittings and furniture as if they were 
our own property. These things are given for our use. 
We should not injure them. On the street and at play we 
must not damage the property of others. Oftentimes 
writing on the walls or cutting names in the woodwork, 
may cause loss to the owner. Sins against the Seventh 
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Commandment may be mortal or venial. It all depends 
on the amount taken and the person from whom it is 
taken. A small amount taken from a poor man often 
means more to him than a large amount taken from a 
rich man. We should remember, however, that any 
amount taken wrongfully, no matter how small, is a sin. 

The Tenth Commandment. Just as the Ninth Com- 
mandment forbids thoughts against the Sixth Command- 
ment, so the Tenth forbids thoughts against the Seventh. 
This Commandment tells us to drive away all greedy 
and covetous thoughts from our minds. Children who 
allow themselves to covet and desire what does not belong 
to them, soon learn to steal. When we see our companions 
with nice things, we should not be envious. It will make 
us discontented and unhappy to be always wishing for 
what we have not. God knows what is good for uss He 
gives us everything we need. We must be content with 
His kindness and should say: ‘‘The Lord giveth and the 
Lord taketh away; blessed be the name of the Lord.’’ 
We should always remember why Almighty God sent us 
into this world. It is not to get rich, and have fine clothes 
and plenty to eat, but to serve Him all the days of our 
life. Our Lord was King and Lord of heaven and earth. 
When He became man, if He so wished, He could have 
been born in a palace and have a queen for His mother, 
and a king for His foster father. But He chose to be born 
in a stable and His mother and foster father had to flee 
with Him into a strange country from a wicked king. 
Now all this was done to teach us not to put our trust 
in money, but to be content with our lot in life. No man 
can serve two masters. We cannot serve God and riches. 
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Lesson Ol. 


The Eighth Commandment. Our Lord said to His dis- 
ciples: ‘‘I am the way, the truth and the life.’’ He came 
unto the world to bear witness to the truth. God loves 
the truth and hates a lie. Our Lord said: ‘‘The devil 
was a murderer from the beginning, and he stood not in 
the truth, because the truth is not in him. When he 
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own; for he is a liar and 
the father of lies.’’ God wishes us to tell the truth at all 
times. The Eighth Commandment is: ‘‘Thou shalt not 
bear false witness against thy neighbor.’’ If we tell lies, 
we break the Eighth Commandment. 

We should always remember that nothing can excuse 
a lie. No matter what we may suffer, we must stand by 
the truth. A lie is mean and cowardly in the sight of 
men. We must speak the truth without fear. If we tell 
one lie, we shall soon have to tell others to cover it. In 
that way we fall deeper and deeper into sin. We shall 
feel much happier if we always tell the truth. We shall 
then have nothing to hide. We shall not be afraid of 
being found out. To act a lie is as bad as to speak a lie. 
Every one respects a truthful and sincere child. Every 
one despises and distrusts a child who is untruthful and 
insincere. . 

The Eighth Commandment forbids us to speak ill of 
our neighbor. It is very wrong to tell falsehoods about 
our companions. If any one were to accuse us falsely 
of doing wrong, we should be displeased. Let us remem- 
ber what our Lord said: ‘‘Do unto others as ye would 
have others do unto you.’’ We must not carry tales or 
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speak of the faults of others. Our Lord said: ‘‘For every 
idle word that men shall speak, they shall render an ac- 
count at the Day of Judgment.’’ If we tell falsehoods 
about our neighbor, we cannot be forgiven unless we take 
back what we have said. 

When we take away our neighbor’s character, we steal 
his good name. Now people who receive stolen goods are 
as guilty as those who steal them. The receiver is as 
bad as the thief. Therefore it is wrong for us to listen 
with pleasure to those that speak ill of their neighbor. 
If there was no one to listen to lies, there would be no 
one to tell them. It is wrong also to go around trying 
to find out stories about our neighbors. It takes two to 
make gossip, and if we would not be so curious for news 
and so ready to listen to those who earry tales, there 
would be less evil speaking in the world. As we grow 
older, we will find that people who speak ill of their 
neighbors are always paid back in their own coin. The 
more they backbite their neighbor, the more their own 
character is torn to pieces. 

We must not try to excuse ourselves by telling half- 
truths. Half-truths are sometimes whole lies. It is better 
to tell the whole truth and take the blame. We must 
not put on airs and pretend to be more than we are. We 
must not pretend to have nicer things at home than we 
really have. People soon find out whether we are boast- 
ing or not. We must not boast that we have done brave 
or dangerous deeds, in order to make ourselves greater 
in the eyes of our companions. They are quick to see 
though us, and they will despise us if they learn we are 
untruthful. 
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Catechism XXVIII. 


Q. What are we commanded by the Seventh Com 
mandment? 

A. By the Seventh Commandment we are commanded 
to give to all men what belongs to them and to respect 
their property. 

Q. What is forbidden by the Seventh Commandment? 

A. The Seventh Commandment forbids all unjust tak- 
ing or keeping what belongs to another. 

Q. Are we bound to restore ill-gotten goods? 

A. We are bound to restore ill-gotten goods, or the 
value of them, as far as we are able; otherwise we cannot 
be forgiven. ; 

Q. Are we obliged to repair the damage we have un- 
justly caused? 

A. We are bound to repair the damage we have un- 
justly caused. 

Q. Are we bound to pay our just debts? 

A. We are bound to pay our just debts. 

Q. Is all manner of cheating in buying and selling for- 
bidden by the Seventh Commandment? 

A. All manner of cheating in buying and selling is 
forbidden by the Seventh Commandment, and also every 
other way of wronging our neighbor. 

Q. Is it dishonest for persons to waste their employers’ 
time or property? 

A. Itis dishonest for persons to waste their employers’ 
time or property, because it is wasting what is not their 
own. 

Q. What kind of a sin is it to break the Seventh Com- 
mandment? 
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A. To break the Seventh Commandment may be either 
a mortal or a venial sin. It is a mortal sin when the 
matter stolen is of much value. It is a venial sin when the 
- matter stolen is of shght. value. 

Q. How do we judge the value of the matter stolen? 

A. We judge the value of the matter stolen in two 
ways. First, by its worth in money; and, secondly, by 
its necessity to the person from whom it is stolen, because 
a very small sum may niean much to the poor. 

Q. What are we commanded by the Tenth Command- 
ment? 

A. By the Tenth Commandment we are commanded 
to be content with what we have, and to rejoice in our 
neighbor’s welfare. 

Q. What is forbidden by the Tenth Commandment? 

A. The Tenth Commandment forbids all desires to 
take or keep wrongfully what belongs to another. 

Q. What are we commanded by the Bighth Command- 
ment? 

A. We are commanded by the Eighth Commandment 
to speak the truth in all things, and to be careful of the 
honor and reputation of every one. 

Q. What is forbidden by the Eighth Commandment? 

A. The Eighth Commandment forbids all rash judg- 
ments, back-biting, slanders, and lies. 

Q. What must they do who have lied about their 
neighbor and seriously injured his character? 

A. They who have lied about their neighbor and seri- 
ously injured his character must repair the injury done 
as far as they are able, otherwise they will not be for- 


given. 
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The Rosary. 


There are fifteen decades in the Rosary. 
A decade consists of one Our Father and ten Hail 
Marys, followed by one Glory be to the Father. 
At each decade we meditate on a mystery. 
A mystery of the Rosary is an event in the life vf our 
Lord or of our Lady. 
Usually five decades are said at a time. 
I. The Joyful Mysteries. 
1. The Annunciation. 
2. The Visitation. | 
3. The Birth of our Lord. 
4. The Presentation. 
5. The Finding in the Temple. 
II. The Sorrowful Mysteries. 
1. The Agony in the Garden. 
2. The Scourging. 
3. The Crowning with Thorns. 
4. The Carrying of the Cross. 
5. The Crucifixion. : 
III]. The Glorious Mysteries. 


1. The Resurrection. 

2. The Ascension. 

3. The Coming of the Holy Ghost. 

4. The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin. 

5. The Coronation of the Blessed Virgin in 
Heaven. 


239 


Lesson 62. 


The Observance of Sunday. The first Precept of the 
Church tells us to hear Mass on Sundays and holydays of 
obligation. We should be careful to be in time for Mass. 
We owe that as a mark of respect to Almighty God. If 
we come too late after the first Gospel, we lose Mass alto- 
gether and must hear another if we can. We must learn 
to enter the church properly, to take the Holy Water, 
and to bend our knee towards the altar. We call bending 
our knee a genuflection. 

The Blessed Sacrament is kept on the altar in our | 
churches. The place in which it is kept is called the 
Tabernacle. A lamp burns before the Tabernacle day 
and night to tell us that our Lord is present. When we 
come into church, we bend our knee, or genuflect, to 
adore our Lord, and when we enter our seat, we kneel 
down for a moment and say a little prayer to Him. We 
must not talk in church, or laugh, or behave disrespect- 
fully, because our Lord is present. He sees us and is al- 
ways saying: ‘‘Suffer the little children to come unto Me, 
and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of God.’’ 
He will bless us if we come to visit Him, and He will keep 
us from sin and harm. 

We should use our Mass Book or some other prayer 
book at Mass, and we should be careful to kneel, stand 
and sit, at the same time as the other people in church. 
We should not attempt to leave the church until Mass is 
over. 

\We should try to hear a sermon every Sunday and to 
spend some part of the day in pious reading. It is a good 
thing to get in the habit of going to the afternoon or 
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evening devotions. If we cannot go, we should at least 
say the Rosary at home. 

Holydays. The first Precept of the Church tells us to 
hear Mass not only on Sundays, but also on Holydays of 
Obligation. These holydays are six, and they should be 
kept as Sundays. It is as much a mortal sin to miss Mass 
on Ascension Thursday as it is on Easter Sunday. The 
holydays serve to call to our minds our Lord, His Blessed 
Mother and the saints. Nearly every day in the year 
is a festival in honor of some one of them. But there are 
only six week day festivals on which we are bound to hear 
Mass in the United States. In other countries there are 
more Holydays of Obligation. Of our holydays three re- 
mind us of our Lord, two of the Blessed Virgin, and 
the sixth is the feast of all the saints. 

Veneration of the Saints. The word Saint means holy, 
and by the saints we mean the friends of God. We honor 
God when we honor His friends. To God alone is due 
adoration because He is the one Supreme Being and can 
have no equal. To His friends is due honor and respect 
because of their closeness to Him. For that reason the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, is the highest 
and most glorious of all God’s creatures. She is the 
queen of angels and of saints. We not only honor the 
saints, but we pray to them for help. They are close to 
God and they intercede with Him for us. We should 
have special confidence in the intercession of the Blessed 
Virgin and should say the Rosary regularly in her honor. 
We should also pray to the saint after whom we are 
named, the patron of our parish, and the holy men and 
women of our own people. 
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Catechism XXIX. 


Q. Is it a mortal sin not to hear Mass on a Sunday 

or a holyday of obligation? 
' A. It is a mortal sin not to hear Mass on a Sunday 
or a holyday of obligation, unless we are excused for a 
serious reason. They also commit a mortal sin who, hav- 
ing others under their charge, hinder them from hearing 
Mass, without a sufficient reason. 

Q. Why were holydays instituted by the Church? 

A. Holydays were instituted by the Church to recall 
to our minds the great mysteries of religion and the 
virtues and rewards of the saints. 

Q. How should we keep the holydays of obligation? 

A. We should keep the holydays of obligation as we 
should keep the Sunday. 

Q. Does the First Commandment forbid the honoring 
of the saints? 

A. The First Commandment does not forbid the honor- 
ing of the saints, but rather approves of it; because by 
honoring the saints, who are the chosen friends of God, 
we honor God Himself. 

Q. Does the First Commandment forbid us to pray to 
the saints? 

A. The First Commandment does not forbid us to pray 
to the saints. 

Q. What do we mean by praying to the saints? 

A. By praying to the saints we mean the asking of 
their help and prayers. 

Q. How do we know that the saints hear us? 

A. We know that the saints hear us, because they 
are with God, who makes our prayers known to them. 


242 


Q. Why do we believe the saints will help us? 

A. We believe that the saints will help us becaus« 
both they and we are members of the same Church, and 
they love us as their brethren. 

Q. Does the First Commandment forbid us to honor 
relics? 

A. The First Commandment does not forbid us to 
honor relics, because relics are the bodies of the saints 
or objects directly connected with them or with our Lord. 

Q. Does the First Commandment forbid the making of 
images? 

A. The First Commandment does forbid the making of 
images if they are made to be adored as gods, but it does 
not forbid the making of them to put us in mind of Jesus 
Christ, His Blessed Mother, and the saints. 

Q. Is it right to show respect to the pictures and 
images of Christ and His saints? 

A. It is right to show respect to the pictures and im- 
ages of Christ and His saints, because they are the rep- 
resentations and memorials of them. 

Q. Is it allowed to pray to the crucifix or to the im- 
ages and relics of the saints? 

A. It is not allowed to pray to the crucifix or images 
and relics of the saints, for they have no life, nor power to 
help us, nor sense to hear us. 

Q. Why do we pray before the crucifix and the images 
and relics of the saints? 
>A. We pray before the crucifix and the images and 
relics of the saints because they enliven our devotion 
by exciting our pious affections and desires, and by re- 
minding us of Christ and of the saints, that we may 
imitate their virtues. 
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Lesson 63. 


Abstinence. Besides festivals or days of joy, the 
Church also has days of sorrow. Every Friday she forbids 
us to use meat because it was on Friday that our Lord 
died. A day on which we are not permitted to eat meat 
is called a day of Abstinence. On a day of Abstinence 
we may eat as many meals, and as much at each meal as 
we are accustomed to, but we must abstain from meat. 

Fast Days. There are other days when the Church for- 
bids us to eat more than one full meal. Such days are 
called Fast Days. On some fast days we are permitted 
to eat meat, but we can make only one meal. Other fast 
days are also days of abstinence. The chief fasting season 
in the Church is called Lent. It reminds us of the forty 
days’ fast of our Lord, and is a preparation for the great 
festival of the Resurrection. It begins on Ash Wednes- 
day, which is the seventh Wednesday before Easter 
Sunday. During Lent we should not only fast but we 
should attend the various services held in the churches, 
especially holy Mass and the Way of the Cross. Children 
are bound to keep the Fridays, but they are not bound 
to fast. The Church does not command persons to fast 
until they reach the age of twenty-one. 

Support the Church. It is right and proper that we 
should do our share in supporting the Church. In the first 
place we should make an offering at the collection taken 
up at the Mass every Sunday. Where there are special 
ealls for money, as at Easter or Christmas, for tke or- 
phans or the missions, we should try to give a little more 
than usual. God loves a cheerful giver, and He will re- 
turn a hundred fold what is given with a ready heart. 
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Catechism XXX. 


Q. What do you mean by fast-days? 

A. By fast-days I mean days on which we are allowed 
but one full meal. 

Q. What do you mean by days of abstinence? 

A. By days of abstinence I mean days on which we 
are forbidden to eat flesh-meat, but are allowed the usua. 
number of meals. 

Q. Why does the Church command us to abstain from 
flesh meat on Fridays? 

A. The Church commands us to abstain from flesh- 
meat on Fridays, in honor of the day on which our 
Saviour died. 

Q. What is meant by the command of confessing at 
least once a year? 

A. By the command of confessing at least once a year 
is meant that we are obliged, under pain of mortal sin, 
to go to confession within the year. 

Q. What sin does he commit who neglects to receive 
Communion during the Easter time? 

A. He who neglects to receive Communion during the 
Easter time commits a mortal sin. 

Q. What is the Easter time? 

A. The Easter time is, in this country, the time be- 
tween the first Sunday of Lent and Trinity Sunday. 

Q. Are we obliged to contribute to the support of our 
pastors? 

A. Weare obliged to contribute to the support of our 
pastors, and to bear our share in the expenses of the 
church and school. 
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For ine Souls in Purgatory. 


Psalm CXXIX. De Profundis. 


Out of the depths have I cried unto Thee, O Lord; 
O Lord, hear Thou my voice. 

Let Thine ears be attentive 
To the voice of my supplication. 


If Thou, Lord, shouldst mark iniquities ; 
O Lord, who shall stand? 
For there is forgiveness with Thee: 
And because of Thy law I waited for Thee, O Lord. 


My soul relied on His word: 
My soul hoped in the Lord, 

From the morning watch even unto night: 
Lei Israel hope in the Lord. 


For with the Lord there is mercy: 

And with Him is plenteous redemption. 
And He shall redeem Israel 

From all its iniquities. 


Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 
And let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. R. Amen. 

O Lord, hear my prayer. 

And let my cry come unto Thee. 


Let us pray. 


O God, the Creator and Redeemer of all Thy faithful 
people, grant unto the souls of Thy servants, men and 
women, remission of all their sins, that through our loving 
prayers they may obtain that pardon for which they have 
always longed, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Eternal rest, etc. 

V. May they rest in peace. R. Amen. 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful de- - 
parted, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 


vasa 
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Lesson 64. 


The Particular Judgment. We must all die. The soul 
will leave the body, and go to God. Then God will judge 
us. He will go over our whole life, and we must give an 
account for even our idle words. God knows everything, 
and He never forgets anything. All that we have done, 
good or bad, will be examined. God will not ask us 
whether we made plenty of money, or wore fine clothes, 
or had good things to eat or drink. The poor and the 
rich stand equal before God’s judgment. He will only 
ask us whether we have kept His law, whether we have 
done good, whether we have tried to love and serve Him 
upon earth. If we have sinned, God will ask us if we 
have been sorry, if we have gone to Confession, if we 
have done penance. The good, who have kept His law, 
or who have done full penance for their sins, will be at 
once taken into heaven. Those who have gone to Con- 
fession, and have been truly sorry, vut have not made 
full satisfaction for their sins, will be sent to Purgatory. 
There they shall suffer for a time, and when they have 
made satisfaction, God will release them and take them 
to Heaven. The wicked, who have offended God, and 
have not been sorry, will be cast into Hell, out of which 
there is no redemption. That is what we call the Particu- 
lar Judgment. 

Prayer for the Dead. Since we are all members of God’s 
family, we can help one another. The saints help us from 
heaven,-and we can help the souls in Purgatory. The 
souls in Purgatory cannot help themselves. They have 
to bear the full weight of their punishment, unless we 


248 


stretch out our hands to aid them. We should never 
forget those poor souls who suffer. They are calling 
to us: ‘‘Have merey on me, have merey on me; at 
least ye, my friends, have mercy on me.’’ If our relations 
or friends should die, we should pray for them, and have 
Masses said for them, and give alms for the good of 
their souls. The best way, indeed, of helping the souls 
in Purgatory is by having Mass said for them. The 
Mass is offered for the living and the dead, and it is the 
most powerful means we have of making satisfaction 
for those poor souls. The Mass which is said at a funeral 
is called a Requiem Mass. Requiem means rest, and the 
Mass for the dead begins with the words: ‘‘Eternal rest 
grant unto them, O Lord.’’ 

The Last Judgment. This world will come to an end. 
The sun will grow dark, the moon will not give her light, 
and the stars will fall from heaven. On the last day, 
the Angel Gabriel will come down from heaven, and will 
sound a trumpet and say ‘‘Arise, ye dead, and come 
to judgment.’’ Then our bodies shall rise from the grave, 
and our souls sk.ll enter into them, never to leave them 
again. All the people in the world will be gathered 
together, and our Lord will come and judge us. To the 
good He will say ‘‘Come, ye blessed. of My Father, and 
possess the kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 
tion of the world.’’ To the bad He will say: ‘‘Depart 
from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, which was pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels.’’ This last judgment 
is called the General Judgment. We should always pray 
that on the last day we and all those we love, may 
stand with the good, and go with our Lord into everlast- 
ing life. 
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Catechism XXXI. 


Q. When will Christ judge us? 

A. Christ will judge us immediately after our death, 
and on the last day. 

Q. What is the judgment called which we have to 
undergo immediately after death? 

A. The judgment we have to undergo immediately 
after death is called the Particular Judgment. 

Q. Why does Christ judge men immediately after 
death? — 

A. Christ judges men immediately after death to re- 
ward or punish them according to their deeds. 

Q. What are the rewards or punishments appointed 
for men’s souls after the Particular Judgment? 

A. The rewards or punishments appointed for men’s 
souls after the Particular Judgment are Heaven, Purga- 
tory and Hell. 

Q. What is Hell? 

A. Hell is a state to which the wicked are condemned, 
and in which they are deprived of the sight of God for 
all eternity, and are in dreadful torments. 

Q. What is Purgatory? 

A. Purgatory is a state in which those suffer for a 
time who die guilty of venial sins, or without having 
satisfied for the punishment due to their sins. 

Q. Can the faithful on earth help the souls in Purga- 
tory? 

A. The faithful on earth can help the souls in Purga- 
tory by their prayers, fasts, almsdeeds; by indulgences, 
and by having Masses said for them. 

Q. What is the judgment called which all men have to 
undergo on the last day? 
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A. The judgment which all men have to undergo on 
the last day is called the General Judgment. 

Q. If every one is judged immediately after death, 
what need is there of a general judgment? 

A. There is need of a general judgment, though every 
one is judged immediately after death, that the Provi- 
dence of God, which, on earth, often permits the good 
to suffer and the wicked to prosper, may in the end 
appear just before all men. 

Q. Will our bodies share in the reward or punishment 
of our souls? 

A. Our bodies will share in the reward or punishment 
of our souls, because through the resurrection they will 
again be united to them. 

Q. In what state will the bodies of the just rise? 

A. The bodies of the just will rise glorious and im- 
mortal. 

Q. Will the bodies of the damned also rise? 

A. The bodies of the damned will also rise, but they 
will be condemned to eternal punishment. 

Q. What is Heaven? 

A. Heaven is the state of everlasting life in which we 
see God face to face, are made like unto Him in glory, and 
enjoy eternal happiness. 

Q. What words should we bear always in mind? 

A. We should always bear in mind these words of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ: ‘‘What doth it 
profit a man if he gain the whole world and suffer the 
loss of his own soul, or what exchange shall a man give 
for his soul? For the Son of man shall come in the glory 
of His Father with His angels; and then He will render 
to every man according to his works.’’ 
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Heaven. 


O Paradise! O Paradise! 
Who would not crave for rest? 
Who would not seek the happy land 
Where they that lov’d are blest? 


Refrain. 


Where loyal hearts and true 
Stand ever in the light, 

All rapture thro’ and thro’, 
In God’s most holy sight. 


O Paradise! O Paradise! 
The world is growing old, 

Who would not be at rest and free 
Where love is never cold? 


Refrain. 
O Paradise! O Paradise! 
"Tis weary waiting here; 
I long to be where Jesus is 
To feel, to see Him near. 
Refrain. 


O Paradise! O Paradise! 
I greatly long to see 
The special place my dearest Lord 
Is furnishing for me. 
Refrain. 
O Paradise! O Paradise! 
I feel ’twill not be long; 
Patience! I think I almost hear, 
Faint fragments of thy song. 
Refrain, 
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Pronunciation of Proper Names. 


Aaron 
Abel 
Abia 
Abraham 
Abram 
Adam 
Alpheus 
Anna 
Annas 
Ararat 
Archelaus 
Arimathea 
Aser 
Assyria 
Augustus 
Babel 
Babylon 
Bala 
Balaam 
Balac 
Barabbas 
Bar Jona 


Bartholomew 


Benjamin 
Bethesda 
Bethlehem 
Bethpbage 
Bethsaida 
Caesar 


ale: add: 
eve. mét: 
ice: il. 

old: not: 
mite: but. 


furl. 
ch always soft as in church. 
g always hard as in go, get. 


KEY. 


fall: 


térm: 


ride: 


last. 


after syilable marks the stress accent. 


a*ron 
a’bel 
4-bi’a 
a’bra-ham 
a’bram 
adam 

al fé’us 
anna 
an’nas 
ar’a-rivt 
ar’ké-la us 
ar’i-ma-thé’a 
a’ser 
us-sir'1<a 
a-gus’ tus 
ba’bel 
bab’i-lon 
bala 
ba’lam 
ba’lak 
bar-ab’bas 
bar’ jo’na 


bar thdl’6-mu 


bén’ja-min 
bé-théz’da 
béth’le-hem 
béth’fa-jé 
béth-sa’i-da 
sé'zar 


Cain 

Caiphas 

Cana 

Capharnaum 

Carmel 

Chanaan 

Cherubim 

Cyrene 

Cyrinus 

Dan 

Daniel 

David 

Eden 

Egypt 

Eli Eh lamma 
sabacthani 

Elias 

Eliseus 

Elizabeth 

Emmaus 

Ephraim 

Esau 

Euphrates 

Eve 

Exodus 

Ezechiel 

Gabriel 

Gad 

Galilean 


Caesarea Phih ppiséz-a-ré’a fi-lip’1 Galilee 


Unmarked vowels have the obscure sound. 


kan 

ka‘i-fas 

ka na 

ka-far’ na-um 

kar’mel 

ka’nan 

cher’é-bim 

s1-ré’ne 

sir-1’nus 

dan 

dan’yel 

da’vid 

é’den 

a’ jipt 

4-lé’ &-lé’ lam-ma 
sa-bak tha-né’ 

e-li’as 

él’i-sé’us 

e-liz’a-beth 

e-1na’us 

é’fra-im 

é-S0 

a-fra’ téz 

év 

éks’6-dus 

e-zé' ki-el 

ga’bri-el 

gad 

gal’i-lé’an 

gal’i-lé 


Gethsemani 
Gessen 
Golgotha 
Goliath 
Haceldama 
Ham 
Haran 
Heli 
Herod 
Herodian 
Herodias 
Hosanna 
Tsaac 
Jsaias 
Tseariot 
Tsrael 
Issachar 
Jacob 
Japheth 
Jehova 
Jeremias 
Jeroboam 
Jerusalem 
Jesse 
Jonathan 
Jordan 
Joseph 
Josue 
Juda 
Judas 
Judea 
Levi 

Lia 
Lucifer 
Machabee 
Magdalen 
Mammon 
Manna 
Manasses 
Melchised’ ch 
Michae) 
Moab 
Moses 
Nathan 
Nazarene 
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géth-sem’a-né 


‘gess’en 


gol’go-tha 
go-li’ath 
ha-sél’da-ma, 
ham 

ha’ran 

hé’di 

hér’od 
hér-0’di-an 
hér-6’di-as 
ho-zan’na 
izak 
1'za’yas 
is-kar’i-ot 
iz’ra-el 
is’sa-kar 
ja’kob 
ja’feth 
je-ho’va 
jér’e-mi’as’ 
jér’0-bd’am 
je-ri’sa-lem 
jés'se 
jon’a-than 
jor’'dan — 
j0’zef 
jos’u-e 

ju’ da 
judas 

ja dé-a 
1é’vi 

1é@’-a 
lu’si-fer 
ma’ka-bé 
mag’da-len 
mam’mun 
man’na 
ma-nas’séz 
mel-kiz’e-dék 
mi’kel 
m0o’ab 


‘m0’ 267, 


na’than 
naz’a-réne’ ° 


Nazareth 
Nebo 
Nephtali 
Nicodemus 
Nile 
Noah 
Olivet 
Passover 
Pharisee 
Pharay 
Phasga 
Philistine 
Praetorium 
Rabbi 
Racnel 
Rama 
Rebeccea 
Requicm 
Roboam 
Ruben 
Saducee 
Salem 
Salome — 
Samaria 
Samuel 
Sara 
Sarai 
Satan 
Saul 
Senaar 
Sem 
Seraphim 
Seth 

Silo 
Simeon 
Sinai 
Sion 
Sodom 
Solomon 
Syria 
Zabulon 
Zachary 
Zealot 
Zebede 
Zelpha 


njz a-réth 
né’bo 
néf’ta-li 
nik-o-dé’mus 
nil 

no’ah 

Ol i-vet 
pass’6-ver 
far’i-sé 
fa’ro 
faz’ga 
fil-lis’tin 
pré-to‘ri-um 
rab’bi 
ra’chel 
ra’ma 
re-bék’-a 
ré’kwi-€m 
rob’o-am 
ri’ben 
sad’du-sé 
sa/lem 
$3-]0’me 
sa-ma’ri-a 
sam’‘i-el 
sara, 
$3/ra-i 
satan 

sal 
sén’a-ar 
som 

sér’ fim 
séth 

si/lo 
sim/’e-on 
sina 
sion 
s6d’om 
s0l’o-mon 
sir’i-a 
zab’t-lon 
zak’a-ri 
zel-tit 
zeble-dé 
zel’fa 
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Jesus is God 

Jesus meek and gentle 

Jesus, my Lord 

Jesu, the very thought 

Lead, Kindly Light ‘ 

My God, I do not love Thee for 

O Food that weary bie pa 

O Paradise 

Soul of Jesus, make me cioly 

Sound the loud timbrel 

What star is this? 

Who is she that stands? 
MAPS— 


Countries round Promised Land . 
Palestine in the time of Our Lord 


PRAY ERS— 
Act of Charity 
Act of Contrition 
Act of Faith 
Act of Hope 
Angelus : 
Apostles’ Creed 
At Meals 
Confiteor : 
Form of Absolution 
For Purity 
Gloria Patri 
Hail Mary 
Our Father 
Rosary 
Sign of the Geom 


256 


Souls in Purgatory 

Way of the Cross 
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50. Miserere 
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